THURSDAY MORNING:;*DECEMBER 8, 1955~
Copyvight, 1835 by Triangle - Publications Inc.: Vel. 283, No. 161

“Muscling In’

AsManager Laid|

‘To Promoter

By SAUL SCHRAGA
Pilm star George Raft, sleek
movie menace, has been piclured
as a real-life “heavy” in a deal
which cuiminsted in Herman Tay-
Jor, Philadeiphia fight promoter,
*muscling in" as manager of mid-
dlewelght George Johnson
This was learned by The In-
quirer yeslerday as Taylor was
served with a citation by the Penn-
sylvania Athictic Commission or-
dering him to show cause why his
promoter’s llcense should not be
yevoked, A
_TURNED DOWN OFFER
‘Bworn’ testimony that Johnson
was taken from him by “coerclon
nnd thruu" witer he’ rﬂuseﬂ to
the to
R‘n for “publicity' purpose: was
given the commission by Donald
Retiman, who formerly managed
Johnson, who was billed as no
.AB8eminole Indlan.” :
' Rettman sald he turned down
:Raft's offer to use his infl

Boxmg Board |
Sets Hearing for
Herman Taylor

Syt
: azhtu’l“y from him. -

1 I"OUIL CHARGES LISTED -

m’y champlanatily Tiig
“here, including the Walcott-Mar-
‘clano fights lor the heavyweum

i bbl

hylw chnrged him with consort-
e+ INE with disreputable persans, tak-
over the Johnson management | FOUW
coercion “alone or in conspiracy
th others,” acling ‘ss manager
without & manager's llicense and
Bbiving & financial interest in a
nghter,

NEARING SET FOR DEC. 14

'I\ylow. as well as & former as-
sociate, Archle Plrolli, now in the bo
. | restaurant business, were both or-
. | dered to appear for & hearing on
.. | the eharges at the commission of«

MM in the I’manco Bullding on
Dec. 14, .

Plrolll, “who holdl & manager's
[m was cited for consplring
with Z\ybrh.hkg over manage~
ppt ‘of | Johnson,” for’ fallurg’ 40
'state Taylor's connection With him!}
in applying xog the 1 qnd Iot
filing, & "falss mqmz!’,, o
UNDECIDED ON’ACTION \%'1
- cunmlnlmfu Alfred M. Kleln,
who..mnwnmd lssusnceé ‘of thel
cifations, said Pirolli flled & con-
tract which stated that earnings
il were divided- two-thirds to John-
son and one-third to the manegsr,
wherens actunlly there was a 50-50
agrecment between them. «

Taylor, on' whom State police
'nrved the citation, sald ho was
| undecided whether he would duw
Iup for the Dec, 14 hesring.” -

/'NO FINANCIAL INTEREST'

! "uI never have had any financisl
interest in any boxer since I be-

Actor George Raft, named
in the deal ihai resulted in
Herman Taylor's “muscling in"*
a: manager of m-ddhwmghf

1ah

‘with Frankie Carbo and other well

George 2

- iy

came a promaoter,” Taylor insisted.
“As for my associations, none of
them ara unnlrl in my bcxxnt
business.

‘This charge’ enns;ltm.u ptrt af
e commisslon’s ; case: against
:‘bylar. oae of the ogu“ncrrn Mﬂ

Thc twr-cmmt c(utlan unlnst~

involved me to W
mmu’.{zg“ xmm‘uwutyumm.hng'
mconwun «(Taylor
i/ §whether T wlil honor them with
«\my presence st the hearing”

]

|

sald he was “undeclded

‘VALUABLE PUBLICITY’

Raft's proposal that he became
Johnson's manager of recard took
place while Restman and the ﬂshb-l
er were on & Wip to the West!
Coast, the Trenton man sald in|
& statement he gave the commis- |
sion in the course of its mvestiga- |
tlon of Taylor,

Rettman said Raft told him that
being the manager of a fighter
would result In valuabie publicity
which movie stars need to keep
in the public eye If their earning
ability i to remain high, «
TUBRNS DOWN OFFER .

It he accepted the offer, Rett.
man said he was told, then Raft
wuld use his Irlendahip with Car-

and other influential figures in
the sports world to see that John-
son got a Jot of good bauts with
fat purses. Rettman was to re-
main 85 the actual mnuar, hug
in the und.

It was after he turned dowu uus
deal, Rettman sald, that he began
to feel the pressure, With Jehn-
son forced to turn to the boxing
"syndicate'" or else have his fight
career virtually ended, the result
'was a foregone canclusion. John-
son parted with his msnager, and
tPi;mde up under the aegis of Archia

THREATS ARE CHARGED .
Count. “A" of the Pirolli citation|

| charged that “you alone or in con-

spiracy with Herman Taylor or'

| athers, took over the management

of boxer Cecrge Johnson on of
about Jan. 18, 1954, from Johnson's
then managér, Donsld Rettman,
by coerclon and threats to John-
son’s future boxing career
Pirolll holds manager's licenss
NG. 207, issued Jan. 28, 1855, while
ir bolds s license 85 & pro-
moter, No. 18, issued Jm. 5, 1855

‘ALL KlNDs OoF :um:ms
ting* on the count

Commen
charging him with M-nn%

oy |



Coley Wallace
ToDenyHe Was
Doped in Fight

Witkin Says He
Will Prove Report
Of Pilllsa Hoox"l

By MATT RING
The Pennsylvania  Athletic!
Cammission  will hold a secret
“lovestigative  hearing"  tomor- '
row on reporls that Coley Wal-|
lace was doped before a bout in!
1934 and that his manuger, Frank |
(Blinky) Palermo, was invalved.
However, Palermo’s attorngy,
Morton Witkin, said such reports
will'be proved “a hoax" and that ‘
he Has a sworn statement from
Wallace denying he ever gave a
statement to gnyome about & pill |
or doping &t any time. sy
Alfred M. Kicin, one of the:
three members - of the ‘commis-'
sidn, said Witkin has requested.!
tamorrow’s  hearing  at  which |
time, Witkin sakl, “Wallace will
make the same denial” |, .
Kiein Sates Hearing °
‘The hearlng, to begin at 10
A. M. In the Finance Building an
South Penn Square, was announc-
od late yesterday by Kiein, H
Klein said it would be con?ud- i
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George Raft Linked to Boxing Deal

Bz BAUL SCURAGA PALERMO ALSO CITED

Conlinued From First Page Citatlan of 1‘:710;{ )‘e?d Pirolli

“ |was announced by n a few

Do criminals bockmakers, 807~ | hours after The Inquirer disclosed

persons of similar Jll re-gp; the commission had  cited

pute,, or with persons of no known

or visible means of Hvellhood,”
Taylor said: ¥

“There sre all kinds of elements
in the boxing busziness, bus it the
Commission is accusing me of tak-
ing them in as partners, shey sre
driving up a blind alley.

“Boys from the riverfront and
from all walks of life can be found
in boxing, If the commission is
Jooking for college professors M
the sport, then they had better
start Jooking somewhere else.”

of former welterweight champion
Johnny Saxton, and Jimmy Wil-
son, trainer and second, both of

cused of associating with undee
sirable elements,

Rats |s widely known as an asso-
ciate of characters who frequent’
Lhe sporiing world, and ane of his

his Beverly Hiils, Calif,
about four years ago,

Palermo Facing

whom are 10 be glven a hearing’
on Monday. Palermo also was ac«! sarigus than

friends was Bugsy Siegel, siain Inj

homei

REJECT RAFT'S BID

last April the Nevada Tax
Commisslon rejected Raft's appli-

Icaunn @ buy into the Flamingo

Eotel-a rich gambling  casipo 0

Frank (Bliuky) Palermo, manager  Las Vegas—on the ground that

“his bRekground does not ware
rant it."” |
While Raft had never becn|
charged with any offense more
Speeding, snvestiga-|
tors far the Nevada body, said he|
had frequently been questioned in|
connection %ith gambling investi-|
gations in Southern California
Raft, s friend also of Leo (Lip-
py) Durocher, former baseball
mMANager, aPpeared In the news in'
1944 after 8 dice game in Du.|
rocher’s &partment while the lat«
ter wns AWay, An airline executive
charged Raft used “loaded™ dice

to win $10,00-—a charge Raft de-1IA INQUIRF

nied indignantly,

Loss of License

Citation by State Boxing Boz

Second Hearing
Ordered, Aide -
Also Is Called

The Pennsylvanis Athletle Com-
isgion has taken the first step 1n|

The hearing is to be held before
Commissioners James H. Crowley,
of Scranton, chairman; Paul Sul-
livan, of Pitisburgh, and Alfred M.
Klein, of this city, with Deputy
Auorney Herbert S, Levin present-

the case against the two men.
t was learned that the commis-
sion intends to question Palermo
on &Il his record, which includes

od by himself and .
Paul G, Suilivan, of Pittshurgh,
but that chairman Jim Crowley,
of Scranton, will be absent be-!
canse of the illness of his wife.
“Because no charges are being
made against Palermo, the hoar- |
ing will not be open,to the press
or public,” the commissioner snld.
“We intend to question him
fully and also Wallace and Jimnfy
Wilsan, who seconded Wallace in
the bout with Bob Baker. .
“Thoir answers mgy give us
some Jeads for further investiga-

tion." . s

rers in this State, The Inquirer

arrests and convictions dating
back of 1928, for such offenses as
sssault and numbers and liquor
viclations. * ’
The commission intends to
delve into the entlre record despite
& pardon granted by the State
Board of Pardons about & haif a

. an effort to drive Prank (Blinky)
Palermo out of boxing by fssuing
& citation which threatens his
right to act as & manager of {ight-

learncd yosterdny.
Soarved on  Palermo’s counsel,

3
ihem on another matter—ile in-|
vestigation of reports thal one of |
Palermo's stable of fighters. heavy-
weight Coley Wallnce, had stated
he was glven r sedative before &
Nght in Cleveland on Oct. 1, 1954,

The fact that Palermo had re-
ceived a pardon was disclosed wien
the fight manages’s coso bogame of
interest to the Kefauver Crime
Investigating  Commitiee  during
hearings held here in 1050, y
_r_/mnoxs AIDE CALLED

Joseph Nissley, socretary of the
Stale Bonrd of Pardons at Marrise
burg, was summoned o explain
how Palermo, manager of ke Wii-

former City Commissloner Moe-
ton Witkin, the citation orders the
fight manager to appear Monday
morning to face charges that his

dozen years ago, 1¢ was Jearned, on

long record of association with! & PETSO0. ;

“known criminals and gamblers"
forfeits his yight to a Hicense.

TRAINER ALSO CITED
Also ardered to face the commls-

QUIZZED LAST WEEK

BY assoclaMng with known rack-
eleers, the citation charges, Pas
Jermo has enguged in “acls pre-

the Lheory that & pardon does not/Dad obtained the pardon,
cliange {he essential character ozl"?ﬁn-;::- 14,1940, - -

pented L
bearing and todd'the

According to the reports of the gioners was Palermos trainer,
doping, Wallace is supposed to Jimmy Wison, who faces possible
have said that shartly before hé Joss of his second's licenss because
went into the ring with Bak. he failed to note on his applica-
er—in Cleveland on October 1, tion that he was once convicted
1954—he was given a pill by Pal- ©of & crime—22 years or 5o ago.
ermo which had the effect of -

Judiclal snd dotrimental to box-|
ng"—which under the Siale Boxe
ing Codc would deny him the privi-
Jege of a license In this State,

Tiams, then Hghtwelght champian,

1% C." Dufiy, now Philadel-

phia Republican Chairman, repras
Palermp  ati the Dardeas

o the board he had

*“an outstanding ‘rechrd 1o Phila:
deiphia and was interested in buys’
7k,” Niwley told the commisies,
*The pardon was for a 1928 con.
viction for aggravated assault and
battery, and gne 1o 1834 o5 0 nun.

Last Thursdsy the commission|bess-writing charge. Nissley said
had Palermo and Wilsen before {’-hrmo served 60 days of an orlg-

slowing down his reflexes and
thus caused him to lose,
Loses Keturn Bout, Teo
. Wallace afetrward met Baker
'and a return bout and again was
| defeated, although nothing has
been said about his being doped
on the second occaslon.
Tomorrow's probe is the indi-
rect result of a Jetter from Wit-
kin to the commisslon two weeks
ago, wherein he d on

! plied that there &re no
gw‘m said that the subject | manager, e explained that to-
_is still under investigation. morrow's hearing can be consid-
The commissi b tly ; ered & part of the same investiga-
sent Witkin a letter confirming | tion .
1gn understanding that the Penn-|  Whether the questioning of Pa-
tsylvania Athletic Commission will | lermo, Wallace and Wilson—plus
proceed with an invnsligluuim'vral athers whom the commis-
nearing into the alleged doping’ sion will interrogate, according
of Coley Wallace.” to Klttin—will_venmre beyond the

“charges® against Palermo and
requested that his client be given
|an opportunity to arswer them.

In making the public d dop stary is open to
ment of the hearing yesterday, ]speculation. Klein's letter to
Kleln said that the commission | Witkin, dated November 28—two
has been investigating Palermo | days ago—specifies only “the al.:
for some time to ascertain hisileged doping of Coley Wallace.
‘fitness for holding & icense as & ———————

oAl six.-month sentence on e
humbers charge. '

rd
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v

lghtBoardMa ves
To Bar Palermo

A citation has been issued by tbe Pennsylvania Slnle

Athletic Commission to fight

manager Frank (Blinky) Pa-

lermo to appear before that group Monday meorning. Served

on Morten Witkin, Palermo's at-
Jarngy, the citation orders Palermo
to face charges that could cause
him to lase his Heense In the state.

The citation states that Paler-
mo'y long association with “known
crimiinals and gamblers” forfeits
his right to & Jicense,

Bhould Palermo's license be for-
felled here, It would autcmatically
be suspended in the other 46 mem-
ber states of the National Boxing
Assiclation, New York, which Is
not & member of the NBA, has
slready declared Palermo “per-
80 non grata” and refused to
{ssur him & lloense.

THE COMMISSION slso order-
ed Jimmy Wilson, tratner of the
Paldrmo stable of boxers, to ap-
peat before it. Wilson hm the
poadible loss of his license for fall-
ing to state on his application

that he was convicted of a crime

20 years ago.
The hnrin: will be held before
d of

Ml PALERMO
«+ « Pardon by-passed

the full ¢ lon. comp
Chiurman James Crowley, Alfred
M. Kiein and Paul Sullivan, Dep-
Uty Atty. Gen, Herbert 8. Levin
will handle the state's case.

The commission will go back to
1913 in questioning Palermo about
his record of arrests and convic-
Hons despite the fact that he was
grapted, a pardon by the State
Board of Pardons six years ago.
Tie commission bypasses the par-
dory on the theory that 1t does not
change the essential quality of a
petson,

ST THURSDAY Palermo and
_Wwere called before the
compnmission shen the latler was
Inypstigating the alleged doping
of boxer Coley Wallace, The incl-
dent in question took place over
& year aso in Cleveland, and Wal-
Inck was réportedly fed & “slow
pil* prior to a boul with Bob
Baker.
Wallace also was questioned at
hearing. which was termed

pvestigative” by the commission.
\ﬁdrmn Wilson and Wallace de-
any knowledge of the inecl<
dent
wlermo's pardon was brought
to/light during the Kefauver Crime
Ingestigating Committee hearlngs
hete in 1950, Joseph Nissley, sec-
redary of the State Board of Par-
ddtis. was called before the com-
nu tee to explain the pardon.
- BOB McCURLZY

CHARLEY DOUGLAS

No. Philadelphia, Pa., Middleweight
1958

i

Link o N. Y. Suspected

the sume treatm
terpart, ThH \A.N ro vealed by

.

X

HERMAN TAYLOR (
+ « + bearing pesiponed

Taylor, Pirolli |
Granted Delay
By Commission

Fight promoter Herman Taylor
and fight manager Archie Pirolil
were granted a continued hearing
until next month by the Pennsyl-
vania State Athletic Commission

Jan. 14—Frankie Anilem Philadelphia L 6
Feb. &—Johnn l‘A nney. Philadelphia KO 5
Feb, 11—Mel Colllnl PmlaGCEN ....... L 7
Dec. 1—Jesse Wal Lo land C...W 4
Dec. 15—Bill numo. '] C....KO 3
1956
Mar. 15-Al Dixon, New York. 4
July W—Joey Donovan, New York. 6
Sept, i—Art Suffoletta, New_ York. 6
Oct. 26—Art Suffoletts, New York - 6
Dec. 17—Harold Smith, New York ......W &

Taylor 15 accused by the Com-

1sston  of allegedly consorting
with eriminals and gamblers and
with Pirolli, of taking over the
contract of boxer George Johnson
without obtaining a hcense.

The Commission had granted »
similar delay in hearing to fight
manager Frank «Blinky» Palermo |
and one of his trainers, Jimmy
Wilson, It is expected that the |
hearings will be held In the mid-
dle of January.

budy.

|

Pa. Commission Probes
State Pilots” Guild

By BOB McCURLEY
Pvly News Staf? Wreiter
The Pennsyvlvania Boxig Managers CGaild may he in for
recently meted out to its New York couh-

12hs 155

Alfred M. Kivin of the \hd.

d == * Athletic Commis<won

Klein said the local groun l ey
been under investization by Qs
office for guite some time Duripig
which 1t was establishied that the
two groups have a definlte ".L'
tionship )

THE NEW
outlawed recently
Yourk Commssion

A powerful warking
exists between L
rommissions and they are :n
moest daily eontact witix one

YORK GUILD
by the -

uﬁ'em&;:.l
iwo  box#ne

-

Julius Helfand, ehairman of t}u-
N Y. body, sent James Crowiy
read of the local group a c-}-\

!t other.

of his opinion handed doan pn
the N. ¥ Guuid
In a seturn letter dated Der h.

| Crowley thanked him for the copy

and pledged the 100 pereent 7»
operation of his comunssion. |
!

CROWLEY ALSO indicated [in
the letter that he would d
Helfand's opinion w Kiein i
Paul Sullivan. the other mem
of Ihe local commisson

Al the same time Klein et it
be known that he had alo writfen
Helfand, He asked for » mpy‘o(
testimony on the Manarers Gpid
hearing. A request that s cerum
to be granled,

All this can only mean one !an
for the Pa Managers Guild
rough trip ahead, Exceed)
rough if the local commiasion | .u
Kiein indicates has definite wﬁm!
of a tieup with the New Y?rk
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Jim Rsobinsoq ' l'aylor Reinstatel/, VOWS
iTKO’ Ford 2% Biy' Time Boxiny Revival

T Jim Robinson
By LARRY MERCHANT the Internstonal Boxing non-TV shows. Our first one
Sporls Editor (Club and, or independently, | may be In November ™ i
A Uoznie §0 promate fnal- TAYLOR SAID he had been
iy 10 hand, Herman Taylor “WE INTEND 1o put on touch with George I.'u,'

@ |pronilsed yesterday 10 revive shows regularly” the 7(0-
Jbig-time boxing in Philudel. year-old promoter said. "l'm :):l'::r!;:r 3‘“ :‘::m:
ila on & regular Daals 5:01“' Lo New York Lo confer Marty Stein, Sugar oz
Taylor sald he would pro- ' with IBC offclale. Bosk lu‘ t
ote lelevision shows with, “We also want 1o slag®  “we'd like to mateh Tur-l
4 . ner with elther Vince Mar-
tinez or Tony DeMarco in &
weiterwelght elimination
bout,” he sald, “Hart 13 »
§00d boy mnd we think he'd |
¢raw well here with the
proper opponant.”™ |
Taylor was granted his li-
cenae yesterday by the State
Athietic Commjssion. He has
promoted a fAght In
Philadelphia since the Julius
Mederos-Harold Johnson in-
cident In May, 19565,
Chalrman James H. Crow-
ley sald that charges of

SEPRELED ey A iAaas e . alleged misconduct agalnet
EX- GHT CHAMPION Rocky Marciane Taylor could not be © |

P, s s IEBXE
wnd promoter Herman “Mogsy™ Taylor frame a caricas
cummlngs Ge's ture of the champ as they chat at Palumbo’s. Marciane :;"::.m“';':: ‘c'.““‘:::
. | received plaque for his contribution toward battling oS vhlchmhu] i
D“lSlon Win juvenile delinguency xt dinn{r -Iponu:u*ed l::’ l:‘w ﬂb; A urisdic
BRE  !servec, a liyuor trade paper. Tayvlor promoted three o \
Chariey Cummlnl\i’.uli:&‘ Murciano’s fights, the lust une being the title bout ““:‘d""’;.:h‘m:‘m"l- which
wou & unanimous but close Wilh Jue Walcott. No, Rucky is luylzl.(':':l.u:d;« FR - e W'm“,
decislon uver Corlez Jackson, |~ s ne " charges of misdeed before

140, in Lhe ‘ku-ln? :l.ht. 2 _. B Aug. 31, 1933 (date of thg
puoniniecins | McFarland Gains Nod
The poogram mukod.‘ﬂ ° °
T SIS0 Qver Bibbs at Camb
ver bib ‘%S a ria

But there was no rullng on
the claim of middlewelght
George Johnsoa, of Trenton,
and his Manager Dooasld
Rettman, that Taylor had a

moter. >
In the six-round semi| Candy MeFariand, 138- Andy Love, 167,
windup, Candy McFarland, pounder from West Phila- out Willam Biack, 169,
134, decisioned J D Elils, 133, Belphia, hammered out an 2:21 of the first round.
! g 4 pight-round decision over Ralph Stokes, 153,
mln'xlc;m B:;u’l,c;u':’r:l:s;r?‘e;' roard  Bibbs, 133, last Willle Bey, 131%;, In fnancisl Interest tn John-
Tam Gibson, 139, Vie Dia- PIEhE In the substitute fea-|gemi-Anal match s00. Nor was there any ruling
jmond. 134, scored a Arst “_":‘:’““:‘::“O‘T:.“‘.M;“ Larry Johnson. 148, de-loa  whether 'Nylorl"hl-
X jacked” the promising John-
ﬁ:: ‘::5:“3::'";‘:::: minute sub for the Bobby Cisioned Bobdy King, 144, ln.: it pe m‘uu
131wt Tom Becwn. 156, Dougiag-Jullo Rhodes bout,® four-rounder, and Rickie ‘98 Regman :
I.W“M“F when Rhodes came Johnson took » six-round
y down with the fu. decision over Herman Blake-
4:A PAIR of quick knockouta| ey in the other contesta,
highlighted the prelimi.' —
naties, all involying  ares
boys,. |

e
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