BOBBY SCANLON

LIGHTWEIGHT
Born: January 2, 1936 — Died: June 23, 1975

Bobby Scanlon had a very difficult childhood growing up in Fa-
ther Baker's orphanage. Possessing choirboy looks, Bobby was fre-
quently the target of tougher kids. Scanlon turned to boxing and
became the orphanage champion

Scanlon began his pro career in mid 1954. During the first 2%
vears of his career, he was undefeated in his first 22 fights. He com-
peted mainly in New York City with occasional stops in Buffalo,
Rochester, Syracuse and Erie, Pa.

Bobby's sister Carol remembers her brother driving has powder
blue Thunderbird around the First Ward. He 1s also remembered as
n very gencerous brother who returned home during the Chrnstmas
season to buy gifts for his sisters

Bohby Scanlon's manager. Mike Scanlon, then moved Bobby and
his other three fighters, Rocky Fumerele, Richie Todaro and Jooy
Giambra to San Francisco in 1957, After a brief stay Todaro re-
turned to Buffalo. The remaining three fighters occupied the same

house along with Mike Scanlon, no relation, and they all became top conténders in their divisions, Scanlon
improved his winning streak to 32 in Califormia. He defeated such top fighters as Lauro Salas. Wallace
'Bud" Smith, Joev Lopes and Davy Gallardo.

Following the March, 1957 fight with Davy Gallardo, Scanlon broke with his manager Mike Seanlon
Bobby was already showing a dislike for the tough training techniques utihized by Mike Scanlon. His
contract was purchased by Art Benjamin and later by Nick Kobseff and Lou Sabella. Freddie Apostoli,
fermer middleweight champion. would later become Bobby Scanlon’s trainer.

According to Rocky Fumerele, "Bobby Scanlon was his own worst enemy.” Bobby was good looking
and & good fighter. He was very popular amongst the [rish of San Franaisco. 1f he would have remained
in better shape and maintained a regular training schedule; "T have little doubt that Bobby Scanlon
would have been the Lightweight champion of the world.”

From late 19568 to early 1960 Scanlon not only saw his winning streak come to an end, but he also lost
five of seven fights, Scanlon's winning streak came to an end when he suffered a third-round knockout to
Paolhi Rosi. Prior to thas fight Bobhy Scanlon was rated thivd in the Lightweight Division behind Rosi and
Carlos Orriz. Soon after his initial loss to Rosi, Scanlon lost a ten-round decision to Pach Rossi. Bobby
also lost & pair of ten-round decisions to Johnny Gonsalves as well as a decision to Alfredo Urbina. Scanlen
did win a big ten-round decision over Orlando Zulucta.

Scanlon then returned to Buffalo to fight fellow Buffaloman, Jackie Donnelly. In a harvd fought 12-
round fight. Scanlon won the New York State Lightweight championship. It was one of Scanlon’s biggest
pavdays as he collected 54,937 for the fight.

Following the first Johnnv Gonsalves fight, Scanlon began to suffer double vision. It got worse as he
prepared for the second fight with Gonsalves, The problem continued through the Jackie Donnelly fight
as well as an August fight with Chico Santos. Bobby lnid off from boxing for a year before he returned to
fighting again mn 1962, Things were not the same. In addition to the double vision, Scanlon had suffered
8 sericus kidney and liver infection. He changed managers four times, and saw his level of competition go
down, but still lost seven of his last thirteen fights.

(Contanneed an next page)
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Although Bobby was fighting less frequently in 1965 and 1966, he was still experiencing eye prob-
lems. Finally Scanlon retired from boxing in mid 1966. After Bobby retired from the ring everything went
downhill. Early in his boxing career Bobby was offered a job in public relations with the Oakland Raiders.
Now there were few job offers. Although he became deeply religious, his physical and mental health
began to deteriorate, Scanlon was struggling to adjust to life without boxing, struggling to restore some
meaning to his life when he died in a fire at the Hotel Lackawanna on June 23, 1975. Bobby was only 39
years old. His final record was 42-12 and 1.

Few boxers deserve this honor more than Scanlon. Ring #44 s indeed privileged to induct Bobby
Scanlon into the Buffalo Boxing Hall-of-Fame.

BOBBY SCANLON
LIGHTWEIGHT, Buffalo, New York

1954
May 8..cocosimiminin Gene Donaldson ............c.... New York ......coeeeevennane w4
g 3 PR Gene Donaldson ................. New York ........ccccvvaee w4
JUL B civinmieiins George Stephany ................ New York ......ccoocvvcianas W4
Jul. 26 ... George Stephany .........c...... New York ....ooovciveniunn W4
Sept. 20.......ccceuue. Frankie Madison ......c..ccue. New York ....coovvruerrarines D4
Sept. 28 Godofredo Laboy.........ccveee BOIIS 2 isocnremsiiinssnitsn wWeé
(4 5 N Godofredo Laboy................. Rochester ...........cc..... W4
Ot 08 o iiiaiiad Don Grinton ..........cc.ccviiicins Buffalo ......c.ccocviiicnicnian Wé
Nov. 29...ccccvereeneee Don Grinton .......ccvvmaeiens Hamilton, Ont............ ,KO 4
Dec. 9......cccoieivenne. Charley Smith ..ovevvecvcvannns Erie, Pa. ........ HeleAgEd: KO 4
Dec. 20........c.c..... Guadalupe Robledo ............ New York ......cccoucrenene KO65

1955
Jan, 17 .ciieinnne Frankie Madison ........ccuuens New YOrk .......ccoevserenres W4
Feb. 10 ..o Henry Luera ......ccoocvervnenens DRRAS . oo wWé
y VS N ——— Celso Hidalgo.........coccrumvennee Galveston .........ccocvucre. wWe
ARG Lo Willie Brown .........ccocvieneee. New York ...ccoccovrennee KO 6
Sept. 26................ Art Oubre ... New York .......coocvvvrnnnas Wé
oy L — Frankie Freese ..........cec.... New York .cccoererenene W4
Now. AY b AT . e New York ...cooneneee.s KO 4

1956
oD A s iciiiion Pete Kawala .....ccccoceicivnnns Norfolk, Va. .......coicnnnee W8
May 11 ... Jimmy DeMura.........c..c..... Syracuse ... weé
Oct. 19 Mike Spataro ........cccriiens New York .....coovrermnnrins KO 6
Nov. 27...cccnnrrnnas Harvey Charles ................. PRI i mwinines W8

1957
Feb. 26 ......crveveenee Manuel Baptista ................. Richmond, Calif. ........ KO 4
Mar. 21 .......coeveie Dave Gallardo..........ccvreruee Los Angeles ................ KO#6
ADT i Jorge (Gaby) Macias........... Richmond, Calif. ........ W10
2 Ty [ —_——r Jack Parelli.........coevvevvenrnn Richmond, Calif. ........ KO 17
Ot 31 inamiios Wallace (Bud) Smith .. San Francisco .......... KO 10
11750 | Am—," Lauro Salas..........cccocciieeene San Francisco ............ W10
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BOBBY SCANLON

LIGHTWEIGHT, Buffalo, New York
(Continued from previous page)
1958
ROE G i Luke Easter ...........cccvveunee. Richmond, Calif. ....... KO8
May 28 ..........cc... Bobby Rogers ..........ccccevnnan Chicago......cccoccevuiiann w10
UL I8 i Gale Kerwin.......ccccoevveninne New York ........coevee W10
Aug. 26.....ccaeene Joe Lopes .........cccceiniiianiinnn Sacramento ................ W10
(6. % . DR Paolo Rosi.......ccocevvnivvnnnsnennne San Francisco ......... LKO3
Dec.8.....cccvvvvvennns Paolo Ro8i....cc.coorveenrerrveenenes San Francisco ............. L 10
1959
Mar: 12 ...isein Orlando Zulueta ................. Sacramento ................ W10
DYDY isisivinieenies Johnny Gonsalves .............. Qakland, Calif............. L 10
Jun. 24 ........ceeeene Mario Vecchiatto ................ ChiCago ...ccovvvnverinnnnnns W10
Sept. 8 eeismases Alfredo (Al) Urbina ............ Los Angeles ................ L10
1960
AP e Johnny Gonsalves .............. QOakland, Calif. ............ L10
May 3 ....cccocnvninnean Jackie Donnelly .........co.e... Buffalo .....ccccoveiiciiiiinns W12
Aug. 16.....ccevrnee Francisco (Chico) Santos ... Richmond, Calif. ........ W10
1962
May 10.......cccccuune Francisco (Chico) Santos ... Oakland, Calif ........... W10
AUE T cinsrivissgmness Al Medrano ......c..coummnnnin Sacramento ................ w10
Oct. 2 oo Alfredo Escobar .................. Sacramento ................ W10
1963
Mar. b ..o Benny Medina ........cccovvvees Fresno, Cahf. ............. W 10
Mar. 26 ..........c.ec.. Luis Molina ......ccccovereveenens San Jose, Calif. ........... L 10
Jun, 11 s Paul Armstead ...........cone Sacramento .........cec... L 10
ANG 2T ciasiisasnisaons Eddie Perkins .........cccccceee. Sacramento ...........cc.... L 10
Nov. A1) oo Pancho Castaneda .............. San Jose, Calif. .......... KO 4
Bec: VT Luis Molina ..........ccoceervrenens San Jose, Calif. ........... L 10
1964
Mar. 16 ................ Paul Armstead ........cccccenneeee San Francisco ............. L 10
Aug8....cciiviiseunees Frankie Narvaez ............... San Juan, P.R. ........ LKO3
1965
Sept. 11 . Fraser Toweel .........ccccocee Johannesburg, SAA. ... L 10
1966
ADE I sl Andy Gonzales ...........ccoveunee San Francisco ............ W10
May 25.......ccuu Luis Mohina .......ccceieeeenenne San Jose, Calif. .......... KO 9
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