
 Hi Dan, I've enclosed very rare 

Stanley Ketchel letters written by him to 

the sporting editor of the Denver Rocky 

Mountain News, E.W. Dickerson, who 

was close friends with Ketchel. 

Dickerson was kind enough to share 

them with the Denver community in the 

sports section of the News. Dickerson 

was managing Harry Lewis at this time. 

I also believe this the same Dickerson 

who would later go on to be a famous 

referee, e.g. Tommy Gibbons vs. 

Georges Carpentier. 

 The first letter from 2/14/08 

contains Ketchel's state of mind 

regarding his upcoming fight with Mike 

Twin Sullivan: how he will claim the 

MWC if he beats Mike Twin, his visit 

back to Grand Rapids, etc. Also the end 

of this letter contains his signature which 

has been the subject of debate for years 

in the collector community. 

 The second letter is from 2/18/08 

as told by Dickerson, and his prediction 

for the fight with Mike Twin. 

The third letter in full is from 

2/26/08 with Ketchel saying how much 

easier than he anticipated it would be to 

defeat Mike Twin in Colma, CA. Last 

paragraph is great content on how he 

will celebrate. 

The fourth letter is from 4/29/08 

with Ketchel describing his upcoming 

fight with Jack Twin, training at Millett's 

quarters, his admiration of Dickerson's 

predictions of past fights with Joe 

Thomas, Mike Twin, and now Jack 

Twin. 

I would venture to say these are 

rare letters, since most research on 

Ketchel at this time concentrates on San 

Francisco and Grand Rapids 

newspapers, and not on Denver where he 

didn't fight. 

Regards 

Tom Scharf 
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tKETCHEL CONFIDENT
HE IS THE MASTER

•

OF MIKE SULLIVAN
'1 Says It Is Safe Bet He Will Win in Less Than
~
:< 15 Rounds.
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Ir·STANLEY~·(Y00NG)·KE;:CHEi.-·r I, .
i --I :· ~. . :· .. ..~: , ,,' .· ~, , .

•••••••·•••••
•+t

PICKS KETCHEl
S THE VleJOR
OVER SULLIVAN

t••••

I
t
!•

1
-I

I, Sporting Editor of The News,
After Sizing Up Both Men,

Says It's a Fifty to
One Shot.

i 1• •• •+ +
t :IMichigander Able to Take All : :

the Punishment His Oooo- : :
nent Can Give, : :

• •· .
I• .lh'''III.h - lIH tt4l:l lll.~t. \1••. hl.Jldl ltll)~. .• •

1l\0~l one-stuerr, when It III remembcreu 1 •
! lhal lllkll (T",'n) Sullh' ••n has t",l<'o 1)1'(>'t •

! knocked OUt by Jo<> Gan8, tho IIl!'lrl,,'clght : :
eharnpton, InH'reSt In the romlnl;' K"lchl'l. + •

, 8ulhnln tight seems to grow everr day, f •
Illnd It hI IIOW npparent t.hnt It will 1)(' •

Ion" of Ihp llelSt crowd-drawer-s of rhe •
)'(,8r In 'Yrl"eo, althOugh It did look a. • :

I \et')' poor pleco or matchmokln;r when + •
(!I'llt made,. •

Tho spOrting edllOr or The :-\1'~'S has • •
rrrolvc() nnothpr letter rrom Kl'll'lwl, III • •
whleh the fo,'met· lI11,'hlgknder ('~prC8~I'8 • •
the I:'r"81~3t confldenre in Bcot'ln/( (ill • ~
•••••~. vtctorv. und ventures the 111·."{lIctlon • ~
that hI!' ••o'lll score lO knockouj, In " .•••~. • •
ttme (hnn walS scoree by Joe Gans I" hi' It.

1IAn meettng with 8,,1\"'811. that being In I , +
,11'11 "OUtJ(J~ In a. SI. »ntrlc1<.'11 Ult)' bout I : :

lit T.o8 -\nA'('I('~.
KHch e t \11 not In tho least !th'"'' IOJ.· F t h h r h) -, f' . •

l,.){Iotlng; In (act. Is 0. modest rOtll\g~II'" I : . ,rs .p otocrap 0 tee ever MlchlCCUl Igbter an street clothes ever •
knt! a most Il'ntipmanl)' roung f••llow. ".,. i. published tn Denver. ThIS photograph was sent to Xetchet's old friend aad :
'I~••~ bE'lnll: nbout the most, hun~.o'n,. I. former townsman, the Sporting Editor of The News. t
fight"" •••·ho hn..~ reachort tOil ""nlta \11 t •

--11)Ugilt~m tt)r 1nun>F .)'t"ar:-c. 1-1 ••..•..•••.•....•..••.•••..•..•...•...•••••••••.•••••••..•....• _+ •.•..•••••...•..• -. ..•••• -.... ••
, ~lhitn n "-"oJ;: lflHf'r. \ . •, I' Cia.,,, t•••.K.tc" ••J.I "1~ ~Tgnnlent l~ tIlM Sultlvan I~ ;t

: IIVIOI'lously we.ik swurter CO,' 11. (01)-1 111 me DllIIlon. or Ih •• wrlt"r, It Is a ;.
, 1I(,lclwl': that hI' la('k;> in al;·g,.e~~I\'ene••~ 10 1 ".hot.o" ht'l!'ht'l to win the ,"Vllah-

an'l Is lillie more th'-Il a "'ever boxer. I Ingtoll!l 1""lhd~}' bO\l~ at 'F','.co. deftplto I
II~ "'gll'" Ih",t no ~IIC" •• rlghte,· I~ II'''' rilet thnt It Ira" 0:.1)' been made &.
.lulIlC"rvu. tu him. rQr the I·~.\.vn Ih.ll I !!~> and :: to 1 ~hol. ....Ith l\etchel the I
I,,· I" uble \0 ~ak\" 1110\\'" ettner I" the ruvortte, In local pootrooms. [cannot
juw 0" bod)' ulIII nOI ue arrecteu 'b~ them I ~'-C wh~r(' SUIIi"'!" hns a chnnee to beat I
"hell the sump bJow~ ~end other il;;-htel'~ II'" ~lll, ••.tv lela rrorn .\[\Chlgan.
Into dreal~ll\nd. I HI,!! "Irtorr over Jlmml' Gardner i~ the

sunwan. nccordinj;' to .F'rtse-e """'~P:I'1onl,· one over a tOll·notcher that sunr-
per!!. has II tlOped out that Ketchet hns "an's r(,('Onl show". lIe \\'011 a .1ecl.loo
bt'tll sreauv overrnted. and thlll 1\11111. over Honer )feIlOth·. 'md Jo<' Th.,ntM

, "fOcol'd reall)' con81"1~ or Is hie dHrat or sent )Iello<l)' Inlo dreamland III cleven
: Jot> ThomAH. whom he rerus •••• 10 r••('o~, I !'ollll<loJ. )''''t "'a,, ni> match (0" Kelchcl.
II"I~ Al< Ihl' great tighter some PCOl)Ie ' rhe )lfclllglln(ler I. hilt a bo~·. J'et (,'0111

.~"'nl 10 eonal,.J("r him. ~xpJ'(,,~"h)tI!Il frC.Hll those ••-h" 113ve se--n
Tha bald'pa,ee1 flghler w ho meers him r,ght, he Is one or lhe Ir~at"8t or Ills

r;:eld,el "'tK ueen seen In action In Dell' "'",Ight nud Inches the rln&, ever hlU
\'~r bOIlI". and Iovers or bi>xlng her!' kl\ow". T'he beat Ihlng In nil pugilism

. know he I~ iI!mply a clever boxer Ihal I,', look forward to at the nresent limA
h~ lets hi!! opponent do the forcing and j.:\ meeung ·bet.••.l).en Ketchpl And Papke.

:" ""ita until the last round or two ror :\ Sulltvan . and hct('h.-I fl~hl at 1:H
.~ 1l,,,I\.I."18n.1 ('nlsh In !!IIlOrl bouts, As p(lllnlla. 1\.th Ihe .•••~Ilthln-: In tour hour.

th •• MUI "-Ilil KN('hel Is to be or t wentv- b"r~rc tll" flll'ht. l~.tehel to broat ",eight.I fI\'~ rounds, It Is practlcnll)' a right to' a "lid pOllo,ls above 8\llI"'an'$ u8V1l1 r1::ht·
. ffnfttla when It Is con~l<lcrca Ihnl ony IlIg ,,-eight.
I 111;11(,'" w!to ,." II rea('h lJlke's )lape,· jaw ft r_. _
,(,''111 Iaml Ihl' mOlle)', :'\'Ol)()(l)' attt>mlltll

In tlgur •• H.ll'r)' L~WI~ wrth Ket~h ••1 vet
Harr,' h.ld ~'fke "NY I:rogg~' III ,,·I;'n.
"Olllld bout 1I",·c last >llu·lng. <1'"1 rOrcpll
the flehUIl!; In p\·t>r\' round.

It iA tl'lIi' llhtt 1Jjke hU.8 shown h\~ltef
orm In 1('nl'4-I' T)OUts thu.n in thf" short.er

I~...tons, 118 artested h)' his ,·ICI(lrr over
JI01m)' G"r<lf\~" In t ••.••nt)· 1'011nus. artcr
(1arclner ~cOIt',1 a grl'1ll Ipad In the rirlll
tf"H rou ntlR.

SULLIVAN LACKS STEAM
BACK OF HIS WALLOPS
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Ilfn<'MHr· --····~·-· ·- ·O~~

!Ketchel Is Confident li~~}~! of Defeating Twin Jack I
.•.•.•-............ Middleweight Writes Dick From His Training i

Q.yarters at Colma, Where He Is Getting !
in Shape for His Fight May 16. +-..···.••...••-------

"11Y t<E 1 (."'tHo L (-.-OT HI
'31:":>T o~ MIkE' A ••••O
A4CfoN MI~e'~ e~o,...wE"
:rAel< Wlt..1- 'TRoy ro
CLt:AR T"F SU~LI""~• ...,..t~v t-fOHOIt
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By E. W. Dickerson. ~!l~lnn1hof~ils;,~t~i~;~~~~1l;:~1!~~~:p~~
My former feHow townsman and friend, with ealle, I Saw Papke and Kell)' box

Stanley Retchel. writes as ronows: and C3n·t see either onA or them a s
k

'"

II I I T I world beaten. They are "lrong an"
"Dear Dlc - e. 0 d pa. am n tough and a bit c1ov"r, bUt 1 bell ve T

tralnlll¥ tor nI)' fll1:ht ha"e It on either of them In elevern es s,
'\~m,·Il~~C!bl~T. ~J~!and tho' J am n.s atrong, Ilnd ••ome ••'hat
plaeo on May 9. tough.-r. J do uot an)' thlll boasting!)',
Yon can bet all you bill It II'! tile opinlt>n T termed Crom see-
ha"" that J will be ~~I~I~~fJ~work., .I mal' be wrong-limo
In the beat or con-
dition. SuUl"an will H •• !lo.'"" "e.••.On ••••r:rV':n~~,~ ~~eb=; "J n.,,,er have mOL •• man ~'et ~'ho mall ••
me-that Ie all I can me extl'n(J 1ll}'~"1f to the umtt, ,I might
!!ay, have made shorter ~'ork ot Thorn.... but

"I am wor1c:ln~ At my lI4<Cond•• ad"laed me to take my time
:.\fHl"U·•• t r a I n I u II and watt for "0 open Inil', Some or tll&
<luarte•.•• at Colma. writers l!4~- that 1 am onl)' 3 haymaker.

and I teU ),ou It Ie or .omethlnll' or that order, );e\,or mind
the «randest place In tho••e ",-orles, r am unde.· cov ••r wIth a
the country ror a I bunch or stutf thllt the wIse guy •• have
pugilist 1.0 trill". not seen yet, anll when I fight Ja<'k Sul-
l\IlIlett I" turnln,; Ih-"n J. 'will demonstrate what 1 can d".
tlghtN'S away every "Jiea"~'wfl!ght Joe Willi... Ahe and

l
~ooa~'mbeocevua"IIElabal!1t,lo,erI :\lonte Attel!. Johnny Frallie. Dick ser-

o 11,·an. nlJl~' SII\'er8, Ed(lle Kelly and .Jack
training quarte,... 111 'McFadden are working out with me. Pr-o-

I
. tu.ken lip. He I~ fel!I<or Moc III tralnlnl; me for thl" tight.

E, "'. Dietl.......... figuring on building Dick. ~'Oll we1''' the only one whl> had lIle
new tralnlnc uuar- right do·.,.. when ) tought Tholl"I" aud

tel'. In the form ot a hotel, to C08t "1).000, knocke<:l him our, You picked me to beat
anJ wllt'n he does we will have a home, :\flke Sul!lvAn Inside of three round".

I Jie Is the best rellow In the world to And now ~'Oll pick me to beat Jack Sul-
look after the comCort of those who train Ih'a'" Inllldo) or t.-/l rounds, I hope )·ou
lit hi •• place and seems to be lucky In will be right on )'OU1' dope this time. all

I ha\'IDlJr Ole winners h.-re, too. vou were l)('f'.lTe. The bOl'II out here
"1 am ge't1n~ In belter condition, for Bre ••till tAlking about the way )'OU pIck

I Sullivan than ) ever have tOT any OP~' th •• ",lonPoTS.
ponent. J expect him lo gh'e mil ••. mUl'h "I will ••t'>I) over In De'nver' ••ure the
better tl",ht than hla brothe.· :\Uke ga' C next limp I go Elul. end will cau on ~'Otl'l

I me, "till te,,1 confident of "Ictory, all t "'lIh hlgb •••t r"gards. 1 am lour fnenll.
did berore m~' fight with Mlk~. JacK ,nar "ST.\:-:l.F.:Y KETC'tiEJ .•."
be stronger than Mike, but he 18 not •• . ..
Ilard hllter nnd tholle clever fellow" are
cluck I!IOU!)tor me.

"I expect to flahl Pa,nke In 3.fI1waukee


