
Uhester's Rocky Jones~ I . .'.~....<.~ .----.-

Local BattlerlilJ' ·;:;'~J;~~\:~f7rJ;·llaStarza Upset
Wins IO-Roundb' . :t···r 11 IF'By Rocky J'on' es· d . (t F<~::: :¥:::~r~J:f~,Akron Win up L{: <:~:.: 1:·::t:":: k"* ..

,. ,:::-; . '<::/ - S ::.~ f J~~, ~f ~~~AP, ~~
R«k)' JOOH •• ctue Mek IIIa..:"': ' + .::>:f.. upset victOry tomght .". willn1nI •

ter toftIl1d from A.troa. o. wilen I::" ': M ~ unanimous decisIon over New York',
'hnIncIa)' a1P\ be IICOI"ed• ......::~. t Roland LaStaru., 190, the Nation',
••••• 0", ~ L&I&ana.. ::::~~,,'? third ran.t1nc heaVfWe1iht. In a 10-

ra;,. =:ypetPt •••• 1: ;~~'':'I:~'ro~' appeared toegy andalow
1-1 underttocMlore u. ncb& M\::/)': &iter a five-month layoft. A Illm
ftI •.-..rded &becIeeWo" ." a I < :{:' crowd of about 1400 paJd • rrosa of

__ =.r 00Idft1 O~ ebam-I,:: :? t::~:: 1&l'O~~ =~::U~~ N~
,.. .• wa••• paa I•• s ft'''''' ••.• _! ' ':.:' :Yorker'. eye to the ftftb round and
of tile blared .urpri.ln In bddnc ,,: UJe eye c1rippedblood and boU1ered
Ihia )'War.~u. ia Uw lour\b! ." 'L&8tan:a tor the rest of t.b.eboat. He
ran.kJq brn,.welCb& contende-r, /1, ,'j; protested bitterly about the blowat." m' ter the ftght, Clalm!ne Jane. buttedIAIIT"au CCT' , '.. him.. ,

There w.re DO tnOC'tdowns but,: ' M' , There were no tnoekdoWlll and
10f1H oPf'tWd • cut over LaStaru'l! ' :{ ,:.': neither ftghter wu in danger. Jones,
Irn .,. In the fttth round, I •.L,:i,i:: <: ~thty &D1e!dJfast.

b
__~redloo e1!ectIvelynw Chnwr boy'l da,ulln, !>os- .~<: '" a t a ••••••a ~ right-I

Int nhlbUlon brouaht off,," of a .oW;:! LaBtarza's best round probably •••
r.makh 1ftC1pvpland, po~slbl)' be- ., ..,':: :: :the ninth when he backed Jones toto

~o:nc:. eo.~to-eO&lt ~lev~lon ·~:·::i~:i:".l :~~:~t5~~o::~:i
JON'I' lut Itart .11 I,awt Joe' ::::::f:':::;:: Iback at LaStana when the bell

Aarrtson, Los An, e 1e I ~..".: ,',',',',.::}: sounded.
wpl,ht, tn the N a r('l.no-Walc:od·,
rard at lIun!clJ'tl Stadium Ikopt. ~

:~::8 ';: • aix·round declalOlLI ::",:.
Latt nllht·. triumph put J~ I

h!cb Oft !.be llat of can4k1 •• for
• abot It Itocky Marc\.aDo·1 uUe.
Twice brlore, J~ had craeb at i
bosm.·. bla Ume In bout. W1U1;
DaD Ihlc«ronl. PhIladelphia I'UC-I Chester's Rocky Jones
'Pr, but muftP4 both opportunJUel.\

La!taru. 1rllh wlr\A oyn Olno
8unovlno and ~~ar Sri,," to b1a i
(r"dlt, 10.·', I split l!f'Ct~lon to "ar- i
cIano In It!'lO, LaStana has ~n,
Iunnlna for I "hot at lh~ cham-
ploo Oft thf! Itrfn,th of bl.! tho_tn,
in Ulat bout. I
UG~'. BY n I

JOCWI.nt. 1rU 11po~ ll,htn i
tba.D h~ Nn York foe who clme

l
l

Ira ., 110.

For what its worth - I believe
Roland LaStarza was one of the
most over-rated heavyweights in
history. Most of his reputation
is based on the first Marciano
fight, Rocky's first bout after
the traumatic Vingo match. The
record of LaStarza shows few
bouts with top rated competition.
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'LaStarza
;~~:~::derl~:t8Starza.·.Wins
upset Vidor" 'Chester .Box~~DeCks

a.cQ .,..... aa..eer ",.,0': 0 Ite • . 2d Fad
1••••.•••• ··I••r_ ..~i ~8von' m es
Ntuna eatda toDJP& wtua ItokN. , '. . • , ..
I........ at- 8rool17a" &ut.ml1 '.' ., •• rIlnJCAJIS '.
IPlqt•• , AnDa' .. I nooKLTN, N,Y~.loekJ Jooea ripped ~I' : . . I ••••• t.8tana', lift .,. Ia the ant round. fJoond hila
1 " •••• • eomparaU" -*-on. •• tile __ to the 1eMle1tiq IQI'PIiM of aooo put •••
' ••••••••• ~ ••.•••••. 1.6-1 fa. ".101& 1M 10-l'cMm4~. hire ~~ ~Irt.t

I~..na..'f~ ~. ,the Eaa!era PartwaJ ArtIW. ' Off to: a poor start-an old cut was re- '__.•_. __-.11..-' _ ••...•..1 I La8tara ••• tr1UIftIIb •••••••• & opened over his lett e)'e In the lIrst and a left:
-- - -~ •.,-- _ ••-- - 1ItID ••••• -oId ~ wtD".. booL::to the jaw dumped him In the second- .r: ' . • , " ~ Roland La Sturzn, 189 ~. Bronx, sot going JD
.,. (0.) 8e\'8wee'" •••. ' : aeand ••• tile .u... tlJlk thirq when he returned tbe kuockilowD j; ••••---... taaa,..·ba4. b&' rUkJIII· .t'.'1IId ••••••• 1100 \\-eot ou from there to box and punch his!
, -, , I ..a. (OJ' 0c1. •• wa., to a unanimous dectslon over Roct.y!:tDI, &0 ~'T MareSaao. DOW tbt, A~ , 11'4.---..... Jooes. liS. Chester, Pa .• in ten at the Ellst-!
~""""1aM klDI.'•••• Ie Du auco, .-..II~I .:::.:::.:u.- ••......::== era Parkway. Tbe result squared accounts for!__ •• - __ - --- • surprise verdict La Sturza blew to Jones ID I,••.•••••••••• lie•••••• retura; lona,.ppMJ'ICI,r~i" ••pea, ~ Akron several weeks before, and J:ove roly·---0 .' ..- __ t.8t&ra III U. ar. two I'INftdI. poly Rollle the dtsttnctlon of hav lng evened I
-- up two of the tbree defeats chalked nzn inst I! "...-1I!ft ~ 1aDde,aner-' 1'!IIw rtcbI Made epeaed & M - blm 10.·55 pro starts. The one smear still on I
__ •••.•••• Ho~ I:dboa ID 1'•• ' sa...wdI.... .• ...•.......his record was the spllt decision he dropped I

11ft .,. •••• flrIt ~.... to Rocky lIarclano In MndlSon Squnre Garden I., ••.•• wtiidi'will ~ IUs ••••• u.r.. tt.eIoaIlIft bo* ID g.'8IeDOd •••• earl., In 19150. Jlmmv\.:nrllnl. 148. Phlladel-
•.•••• _ •• _ .a-... -- --._. ,•.•_ to •••..•...•.•..•.••f- a _ .•• t- pbla, outpornted carltn Scott, 14G~. Bronx,.""'~. - ._. -- -- ---- ••••• _ _ _ __ _ w.. In the seml-flna l six. Don Braun. 143 ¥... Ba lt}- !
-.,,.... JoIMd Iuada)' ntDtntr 'It\d•• u. &Nrd. ~ calM more. came back trom a rough'lIrst round to I_ __ •.•..•0 ontslug Armnndo YaDes, 137%. Colombia. 1., •••••••. ,.- reea..... ..-...oA _._ ••••• to __ Soutb Amer~a. In another six. In fours . .Jnck'
tlamcr Akc 8o:.1c1c:z: -- • -- .- •••• LaBua, lIS.~. Jake LaMotta's protege!

.' ,. ••• ~ tllat ~ _ a.- whipped Jimmy Pruitt. Hi!!¥... Spartanburg:;
t'IlI.&YIIt:D Dr JI&W YOIUl ~ ••• III c.,.. S.' C.: Eddie WUlIams. 147. Brooklyn. won i

__ •••••• &.0. _ •••••••••.•••• ~ __ J. p..... _ ~ ••• . from Pat Gallagher, 152. Bronx. and Dennls '
_____ IIUWW __ --- Cronln, 173~. New Brunswtek, X. J., stopped I

aDd .w __teln1M4 •• \be.~' n. ••• T•••• .,. IIeW Pete Tar~, 174~, Cone., Island, at 1 :22 of Ithe first. . . .' ,"n ••.••... •..••••••.•...,I'GIIIIII. ,.... .'
An. Ida I\Il'JrtM ~ ft'tf tJeIIIaty III tile lOUL ••••• 11ft L Sf1M••••.•.••••.Iut....u.."... .:",-",--::'-:--.."m:.:...--:: a, :£'ZQ,

wu .apt ., "......•..•JnIIl aU I..... .
J8rta••••••.eeuaW). ".. Met * ..,.....,.1IIIIIr -- 1& F n ':.I'. . 2d .,
•••• ntura ••••te••wtua .....,.. '401: ".. ••• Oraat ,...... ea. n I

•• 8Irooll)'a na.. ~ a..rtII~ .." _,"L ., ".' •J-. wW ••• , IIadl ••••• tram. ". ~ .--- ....c - .1011Wh· J
,_ •• c ••••tea, after1lIa.u. wt;:.u..:\":, -:."'-:':'1&."':: .p·s ones
.••••••• ~ lie CIA ,...., ., lid LQDe III ••• 1MI atr II
l.-w ••• 1tIIt.ar"""'" M.... be eoaM••• ft mID & row.... BROOKLYN. Dec. 1 (AP).-Ro.

IY--. ~ .. & poIIfbat *' ••landa La Starza.I89I .•• ex-City Col.,

I
8aAY •••••• .1 .=:-::::a:.,~ ~ lege athlete who hopes to get a shot

at the heavywelzht title. came off..,.... ••••~ ••••..t.Itaf.., :.&Jfft..•••11III .!.hecanvas tonIght to wtn a unanl--.,,--...•,.....,..•~I I 'hdIJ. - ••• z..aar. •••.•• mous to-round dectsion over Fred
.,. ...., IIarrtMa. t. AIII'tlo .JtIUDr fair & LA7DlIIoat •• ~ (Rockyl Jones. 178. Chester. Pa. t.a
• MtUH•••••••••••••••• Hart10 I·JImIa.~=-~-:';:-::;:;S~rr.a 13 the !ourth·rank.lnl hea"J-
- ••••••••• ~.-w: :: ••• Aatlt............. :wel;ht. '.1-...... . .I ; ~ baa •• lIMa ••• ~I, A crowd of 3000 at. Eastern Par~.

lie •••••• 1_ •••••••••Qai I'll Glared lUll •• taae ••••.•• farl.way Arena sn. Jones. v•.ho wo" 'to

\~:'~.:.~'~Ib':..~ 1Iare.. •••••••• ••••• __ III ••••••• 1WIl_11 unanimous decision over La Statzt, ..,: ,'- . --- en _~ ,:se,en weeks ago. catch Rollle off
·"Iure. I~ •••••••• eUIet ' balance In the second round 9.'ith a
••••• ,. ,........ . . \ left hook. La Starza went down.was

A •••••• , .ttneuc. a&I..IoT4I - , up at the count of two, but ••••.as rorced
•••••• )'ear •••• I••• ICOn>II 'i i to take the mandatory elght-couns
•••••••••••• ~ •••••••••• : by Referee Bay Miller.
IIMf'I McII •••••• lie ~ T.. . Referee Miller gave La Stana011,-,. ..................1pb&I seven rounds .. Jones two and called..... .Mt. lift ••••• I cne even. Judge Charlie Shorten

•.,- _... had it 9-1 and Judge Bert Gnnt. 7~.

•c
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IRocky'ret()ldl~y
.. . . . ,J) ED

hester-style GE::ART
Rocky did, indeed, get all over LaStarza's case. He

scored a unanimous upset decision that stunned the
boxing world and greatly disturbed the men who con-
trolled the game in those days. Naturally, the public
demanded a rematch.

HRocky could beat LaStarza again, he'd earn a shot at
Marciano. .

So how did Rocky Jones train for the fight of his life?
Well, neither Boulden nor JGDeS were what you would

call well off. Jones' paycheck for whipping LaStarza was
$500. Rocky never had the luxury of just being a fighter.
He still had to work with the jackhammer each day at
Penn Steel to support his family.
. After putting in his eight hours, Rocky would report to
Alec's "gym." if you w~_t~ call it that. Alec operated out
of a little shack on- Union Street between Flower and
Edwards. The ceiling was so low there was barely enough
room to skip rope. '- -

Heat was supplied by a pot-bellied stove. A 40-watt
bulb, hanging from the ceiling, provided light. A heavy
bag and a speed bag were the only equipment. A mat on
the floor substituted for the ring.

The only roadwork Rocky did was on weekends.
-'lhus prepared, Rocky went up to St. Nicholas Arena

for his nationally televised rematch with LaStarza.
~Before the fight, a man named Jimmy White, ap-

ProaChed RockY: Jones knew him as a "contact man" for
the Vito Genovese family. .

~e don't want an~ of that stuff you pulled in Akron,"
Jones was told. ROC dian't reply.

The fight started and Rocky won the first round. In the
second, a savage right sent LaStarza crashing to the
canvas, He barely beat the count. Fame and fortune
appeared to be within Rocky's grasp.

But before the third round, Jones got another message.
"Rocky,. he was told, "LaStarza wins the next eight

rounds." - _ ',. ~_ .
And he did.-' " ..;-.,..
And four fights later, Rocky retired from the ring.

.,:.He ~y not have had a college education. but he was
smart_ enough to know what happened to people who
crossed the mob.
_ Rocky Jones could be a bitter man. But that would be
out of character for this gentle, friendly man with the
perpetual smile and constant upbeat attitude. That
smile, by the way, brightens a face completly free of any
souvenirs of his ring wars. Rocky looks 20 years younger
than his 69 years.

"I have no regrets," he said. "Just as long as I ended up
with all my marbles and the fine family I have.

"My family gives me a lot of contentment. Every one of
my children is just great. None ever gave me a minute's
trouble, You just have to be proud of them."

'I'Jlilt's Chester's "Rocky," a true champion afterall.

Ed Gebhart is a public relations executive for a malol
corporation. His column runs Friday.

-
Long before anyone ever heard of Sylvester Stallone ...

long before there was a Rocky I, II, III and IV ... there was
a Rocky living in Chester.

His name is Rocky Jones and his story is as improbable
as the one the Hollywood writers put on the screen ..,
maybe even more improbable. And just like the Rocky
celluloid stories, Rocky Jones' tale has a happy ending,
too.

The story begins in Ohio where Rocky Jones was raised
in an orphanage. It has ended, temporarily, on a neat, I

well-kept home on Fulton Street in Chester, about :
halfway between Chester High and Columbus Middle '
School, where Rocky Jones resides with his wife and
where their six children are frequent visitors.

There aren't many mementos of the days when Rocky
Jones was the seventh ranked light heavyweight con-
tender in all the world ... just a few old Ring magazines
and some faded newspaper clippings.

There is, however, a chipper's gun, of all things, neatly
bronzed and in a glass case with the inscription, "Rocky I

Chipper Jones." The chipper's gun and the jackhammer
were the tools that Rocky, now nearing 70, used I
throughout his adult life. The bronze model was given to i
him last June when he retired after working 23 years on :
the construction crew at Scott Paper. I

Nobody, it was said when he retired, ever gave you a I'
better day's work than Rocky Jones. -,. ' ~ - , .

Rocky first came to Chester in 1948, after serving four
years in the army, much of it as an infantryman in Italy
during World War II. He came here because an officer,
aware of his boxing talents, told him Chester was the
place to be if he wanted to turn professional.

In Chester, Rocky lived in the Fairgrounds Project,
took a job at Penn Steel, and began to box. He found a
trainer in the legendary Alec Boulden.

&Lnough never weighing more than 175 powids, Rocky
Jones fought mostly as a heavyweight. He was on the
undercard of the title bout between another Rocky ,
Marciano, and Jersey Joe Walcott before 40,000 fans at I
Philadelphia's Municipal Stadium. That night, Rocky.
soundly whipped Tommy Harrison, . a Marciano I

stablemate who alwavs ~AVP thp Rrorkton Rom~r fit.". in
sparring sessions. I

On the strength of that performance, Jones was booked
into Akron, Ohio, to fight Roland LaStarza, then the No.
I-rated heavyweight contender. LaStarza recently had
lost a close decision to Marciano, and was tuning up for a
rematch.

LaStarza, at 198, was a 10-1 favorite over Rocky, a
well-muscled 173112.

Before the fight, Alec took Rocky aside.
"Rocky," he said, "They tf!ll me we gotta do business in

this fight. LaStarza has to win." ,
"Mr. B," Rocky replied, "LaStarza's a heavyweight. I'm

way under him. I'm just gonna try and keep him off me.
But if he hits me and hurts me, I'm gonna be all over his
case!"

- &


