& "Sugar Ray Still Sweetest”
© THERINGRATES

THE MIDDLEWEIGHT CHAMPIONS |

EXCEPT FOR THE HEAVYWEIGHTS, NO WEIGHT CLASS HAS as light as a-feather or as tiny as a fly.
o produced as many legends and legendary battles as the -Forty-two men have held the world middleweight cham-
e middleweights, , ’ o pionship and several others, not included here, have staked
O :In 1845, The Ring first began selecting a Fight of the claims to the crown. The two most recent world middle-

- Year. The heaviés and middleweights have dominated the . weight champions, Hagler and Leonard, also have been
award. The two-most recent ring battles destined to live . omitted frofu.this survey as either, or both, are considered
forever in boxing lore were middleweight contests, Marvel- still quite_capable of providing a performance that could
ous Marvin Hagler's spectacular knockout of Thomas. radically-change his place in boxing history.

‘Hearns and Sugar Ray Leonard's impossible decision win - Putting thé rémaining 40 in their proper perspective was

‘over Hagler. - . : : ~ - -an'exiremely difficult task. Each, as a champion, can be
- In 1928, Gene Tunney was named the first recipient of -considereq a great fighter. But, as it did last year with the
The Ring’s-Fighter of the Year award. Since, two weight - heavyweights and light heavyweights, The Ring has at-
divisions, the heavyweights.and the middleweights, have ~temptedyto.provide an ‘objective evaluation of the men
had a virtwal lock -on that wophy. ™ .. .7+ - _ " recognized as world middieweight champions, '
- Explaining the'popularity of warriors weighing between -Read*onf_fo}-' the results, - - ¢ -

147 and 160 poundsis simplé. The best ¢combine the power (Eg_l_itt;'r’s;pot;e:?_z,ul ‘references to Fighter of the
.. Ofheavywights with the speed and mobility of the lighter "Year, Fight of the Year and Hall of Fame refer to
. - divisions, ‘Algp, the ¢ommon man can easily identify with selections by The Ring.). ~ - -
& middleweight, who is gragller than King -Kong, but not : .

~ oy

~ RAY ROBINSON _ . = . o

R %°1'RAYROBINSON (1961;1961-1952, 1955-1957, 1957, 1958-1960): Born
- Walker Smith Jr., Sugar Ray Robinson emerges a runaway winner as The Ring's
“: all-time middleweight champion. Considered by many the greatest fighter, pound-

“ for-pound, in history, Robinson;rates a perfect 10 in eight of the 10 categories
considered by The Ring.": e R Y

obby drew a nine in'defense, no-knock considering he was an. aggressive
liator willing to mix af.the drop of a glove. His fearlessness led him to suffer
cuts-on oceasion,” and in’theZ¢ategory of -cut resistance, Robinson draws an
ght.:Otherwise, one'has?tqf;’gearc}; long and hard for the slightest flaw in this
ear-perfect fighting machineiHe was lightning quick, moved with grace and
hed with terrific power.YAnd his courage and determination’ could never
estioned. Perhaps the,greatest tribute that can be paid Ray Leonard is to
at he lived up -to the name Sugar Ray. = .~ = ~oedgiiedd RURE

obinson held the middleweight crowri’ an amazing five ‘tilnes;;And he did it
after establishing himself as’one of the greatest, if not the greatest,welterweight
champions in history! Only torrid heat prevented him from Joining Bob Fitzsim-
mons. and Henry Armgtrong -as<boxing’s only true triple ;chargpions when he

collapsed in his corner before‘the 14th round in his bid,
. trailing Joey Maxim ‘aslight’heavyweight kingpin. It was;
fights that Robinson was stopped.” O
Z-yiRobinson first won the 'middleweight championshi L3St :
{7LaMotta in the 13th round. He was just short of his.30th\hirthdavi He lost and
{.regained it until 1960, when_Paul Pender became the first) at him twice
effectively. ending his*dominance of the,divisio i

nocontests and 110 knockouts. His record against other
ons:'LaMotta (W10); LaMotta (L10); LaMotta (W1( MEEa¥ W 10);. LaMotta
(W12);.0lson (KO12); LaMotta (TKO13); Turpin: (L15)%

y #:(W16); Graziano (KO3); Basilio (L15); Basilio £

| .. Fullmer (D15); Fullmer (L15); Dowgies (L10);¢
< Fighter'of the Year in 1942 and 1961, Elected todH




e middleweight champlonsh:p a division-record 14 times before retiring ‘still
ampion. Unlike most, Monzon smartly never attempted ‘a:coméback;:th
eserving his image as the lanky power-puncher who proved virtually indestru
e inside the ropes Though finishing a good five points beliind Robinsor;
nzonrated a 10 in six categories, drawing his loweést score (seven)iri footwor
Monzon won the championship in 1970, knocking out Nino Benvenuti in the
th round in the contest named The ngs Flght of the'Yeari'.H

‘mers and emerged victorious. - b
When Monzon decided he had had enough hlS record stood 8-
» contest and 61 KOs, all of the losses and-draws coming in. f.he :
his career. Iromcally, he proved unbeatable when he stepped.into orId-class v
mpetition, winning his final 32 fights. He was never stopped: Mon '%b'ﬁ ‘récord -
ainst other middleweight champs: Benvenuti (KO12); Benvenuti (TKO3); Grif-
h (TKO14); Griffith (W15); Valdez (W15); Valdez (W15) Named Fightér of the L
ar in 1972 and elected to the Hall of Fame in 1983 :

3. STANLEYKETCHEL(1908 1908 1908- 1913) Untd Robihé naﬁaMOn
m came along, “The Michigan Assassin,” born Stanislaus Keical: was*generally _‘
garded as the ultimate middleweight. Certamly, he would have“‘ ven'Robby, - {54
onzon or any other mxddlewelght a life-and-death battle. -
Ketchel rates perfect 10s in five categories and rates les's ‘than‘good: -just B : :
e, footwork, where he draws an average six. He was durable; ‘colorful and - T e
ok on the best. Only Fitzsimmons and Robinson could match his power, which -CARLOS MONZON
as potent enough to drop Jack Johnson, ranked- No 2 m our. heavywelght
itings. b °i"%“i~’r§ '
Ketchel won the vacant champlonshxp with a 20—round knockmﬂ: of Jack
‘win” Sullivan in 1908, defended it three times, then lost it later;thiFyeéar to -
illy Papke, who sucker—punched Ketchel into a fog when the referée”]ﬁstructed
le two to touch gloves and come out fighting. Less than three: monﬂls ‘later,
ie two met again, with Ketchel destroying Papke in 11 rounds.. He‘det'ehded
1e crown just once after regaining it, beating Papke by decision befére:failing.
| the challenge for Johnson's champlonsmp He was shot and kllled by Walter
. Dipley, a jealous farmhand, at the age of 23. e %-‘ -, :
Ketchel's career was interrupted with his record standing 52-4—4 the fout' o
ecistons and 49 knockouts. His record against other rmddlewelght cham‘j)i '
apke (W10); Papke (KOby12); Papke (KOII) Papke (W20), Klaus D
as elected to the Hall of Fame in 1954,

STANLEY KETCHEL
4 EMILE GRIFFITH (1966-1967, 1967-1968): Like Robmso : ) - N
honse Griffith, a native of the Virgin Islands captured the weIterweight ¢ham-
ionship, then wentontoa long and lllUStl‘lOUS career as armddleweight wmning‘
at world championship twice. i
_A determined and extremely durable battler, Griffith fought everyon !
unngt his time and rates perfect scores in four categories, including hjstonca.l
npact as he was one of boxing's few true double champs. Griffith falls’ ‘short
f the leaders in punching power as he was never considered a knockout puncher,
specially after killing Benny Paret in a welterweight title mafch. o :
“As welterweight champion, Griffith challenged middleweight km in 'chk
'iger in 1966, winning the heavier crown by decision. He retained it twice before -
ropping a 15-round nod to Benvenuti. The rematch saw Griffith regain:the’"
itle, but their third pairing, in 1968, had Benvenuti win on points. Amazingly,
iriffith tried to win the welterwexght crown for a fourth time the following:
ear, losing a 15-round decision to Jose Napoles. Undaunted, Griffith continted -
lghtmg until 1977, losing twice to Monzon in bids for a thu‘d mlddleweight
hamplonshlp
= Griffith’s career log stands 85-24-2 with one na decmlon and 23 KOs HlS
ecord against other middleweight champions: Tiger (W156); Benvenuti (L15);
Jenvenuti (W15); Benvenuti (L15); Tiger (W10); Monzon (TKOby14); Monzon
L15); Antuofermo (L10); Minter (1.10). Named Flghter of the Year in 1964 and
Jected to the Hall of Fame in 1981.

-“ EMILE GRIFFITH
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6. HARRY GREB ( 1923-1926): “The Human Windmill,” Edward Henry Gre

' was the stuff fistic legends are made of. He earned his nickname, he didn't ju,
give himself a colorful tag.

.« A perpetual motion machine, Greb engaged in an incredible 299 bouts again.

anyone. willing to lace 'em up. regardless of ‘weight. He receives four perfe:
cores, in determination, durability, quality of opposition and historical impac

The!lowest scores given Greb were average, sixes in defense, footwork ar

‘punching power, Greb could have cared less about the first two and did Jju

wfine’with a minimum of the third category. . ' :

*iiGreb won the championship via a 15-round detision over Johnny Wilson i

i “ o N ' ::"duke in 1926. Greb won two fights, then challenged Flowers, but dropped anothe
i : oS ' dict, Later it was discovered Greb had fought many of hislater battles sightles
: ; ' e eye. Two months after losing to Flowers for the second time, Gre
nderwent an eye operation in Atlantic City and died of complications.
+Greb's record is 106-8-3 with 182 no decisions and 49 knockouts, His recor-
gainst other middleweight champions: Chip (ND6); Chip (ND10); Al McCo
(ND10); Chip (ND10); Chip (ND10); O'Dowd (ND10); Al McCay (ND10); Wilso:
t4:(W1B); Wilson (W16); Flowers (ND10); Wilson (W10); Walker (W15); Flower
,;’r.b(L 6); Flowers (L15), Elected to Hall of Fame in 1955. :

£ et B

6. MICKEY WALKER (1926-1931): “The Toy Bulldog,” born Edward Patric]
alleer; finishes in a tie for sixth place with Dick Tiger. In the event of ties, the
fighters will be listed in chronological order, thus we'll deal with Waiker first
i Walker 'won the welterweight championship in 1922 and held it until 1926
“*]losing a bid for Greb's middleweight crown along the way. But after losing hi:
iwelterweight laurels, Walker annexed the middleweight championship by beat
ing Flowers in 1926. A strong puncher with exceptional durability, Walker foughi
inyone at any weight, even meeting with success against the best heavyweights
f.his era, He.receives three perfect scores, in determination, durability anc

sl quality of o PO R AP A
[h sy ickname, opponents found it almost impossible
He was in your face at ail times. After

bagkward ‘step.:
fended his"crown three times and tried unsuceessfully
vyweightchampion Tommy Loughran, He gave up his cham-
ed for.the light heavy title again two years later, but lost
¢ ,ggggnblopm. He died in Freehold, New Jersey, in 1981,

£:03-19-4 with 46 no decisions, one no contest and 60
er ‘middleweight champions: Greb (L15); Flowers

Fame in 1955.

1965-1966): Born Richard Ihetu, this rugged Nigerian
1 ggﬂi :to becomeé a true multiple world champion,
)@%pm twice before garnering the light heavyweight

onder-why today's fighters waste their time. with

fighter, not.'as' relentless as Walker or Greb, but .sllick.e'r',
durability and determination in addition to quality of

{ ight crown from Gene Fullmer in 1962, drew
Lhen stopped him in seven rounds to gain recognition
gggil;he crown in his first defense, dropping a decision
epusilater he beat Giardello to take back the title, then
vgi;ka't."gg.fqnse. In his very next start, he stripped the light
of Jose Torres, - S RS
ment in 1971 and died of cancer less than five
‘He won 61 times, losing 17 with three draws. He
His record against other middleweight champions:

heavy crown from;)
-Tigeranno

10); Giardello (L10); Fullmer (W15); Fullmer (D16); -
b)“Giardello (WI15); Griffith (L15); Benvenuti

;named Fighter of the. Year in 1062 -andragain in

-the Hall of Fame in 1974, - - -

By

EGaY

‘win over Frank DePaula was designated Fight -
T ! \-s.;“
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}"MARCEL CERDAN (1948-1949): This handsome Frenchm .
ting with ore of its most tragic legends. He won the middleweight: champion- :
p.in 1948, stopping Tony Zale in what became The Fight'of the Year. But-
rdan suffered a dislocated shoulder and was forced to surrender his champlon-
p to Jake LaMotta in his first-defense. -
Serdan returned to the States for a rematch, but an- m]ury to LaMotta forced
odtponement and Cerdan-returned to Europe. On the next mp back his p]ane
shed and he died at the age of 33. | e
N¥hile Cerdan received no excellent scores he. rated no lower ‘than ‘good’ in
¢ category. He was a solid, all-around technician who could beat you in several

Serdan. lost Just four of 109 ﬁghts one on a foul wmnmg 60 bqunockout. :
3 record against other middleweight champmns ZaIe (K012),“LaMotta
{Obylo) Elected to the Hall of Fame in 1962, o

A i Ernr)

9 JAKE LAMOTTA (1949 1951) Just one pomt behmd Cefdah is the man
10 dethroned him, “The Bronx Bull,” Giacobe LaMotta. %5 @}Ej .
LaMotta received four perfect scores; in determination, durability quahty of’ ]AKE LAMOTIA
position and historical impact. A’ controversial figure, LaMottd wds immor- ——
ized in the recent movie, “The Raging Bull,” in which Robert DiNiro provide
‘outstanding portrayal -of - the “talented,  but troubled pugilist;zLaMotta’
ortcomings were obvious. He paid no attennon to defense and footwork was ™
mething for the dance floor, He also was a light puncher, but like-Gréeb and
alker before him, he was impossible to discourage.- . - -
LaMotta won the crown from Cerdan, defended it twice, the
“Robinson in 1951. He continued to ﬁght until 1954, but nevey re(:efved another
ack at his lost championship.- 3
LaMotta’s career produced an 83 19—4 Tecord, 30 of the wins comin A KO
s record against other middleweight champions: Robinson (LlO)‘“Robmson )
710); Robinson (L.10); Robinson (L10); Robinson (L.12); Cerdan (TKO10); Robin- :
n (TKOby13). His 1950 defense against France's Laurent Dauthuille was named ©
ght of the Year as LaMotta, trallmg, knocked out Dauthuille WIth 15 seconds B
ft. Elected to the Hall of Fame in 1985.

10. BOB FITZSIMMONS (1891-1897): Ranked 15th in the. heavywe‘ight '
tings and 19th as a light heavyweight, “Ruby Robert” earns his highest placing

i a middleweight. The 160-pound crown was the first won by Fitzsimmons, '
ho was in his prime at the age of 27 when he knocked out Jack Dempseéy “The
onpareil” in the 13th round to win his first of three world championships. -
Though he held the crown six years, he defended it just once before winning
& heavyweight title. The Englishman joins Robinson and Ketchel as’one of
st three to receive a perfect grade in punching power. And why not? Weighing -
st 167 pounds he still hit hard enough to flatten James J. Corbett. Hell legend
15 it he even knocked out a horse.

As one of just two triple world champions Fitz gains a 10 in hlstoncal 1mpor—
nee,. And for those who scoff at the abilities of the old-timers, an athlete as
<ceptional as Fitzsimmons could have adapted successfully to any era's:style -
f fighting. After all, if Abe Lincoln were around today, he'd know how to use
typewriter, wouldn't he? S
Fitzsimmons finished his career 40-11-3 with 10 no decisions and 32 lmock—
uts. His record against other middleweight champions: Dempsey (TK013)
lected to the Hall of Fame in 1954.

11. JACK DEMPSEY (1884-1891): Right behind the premier 10 we f'uid a
wr-way deadlock for the 11th slot with “The Nonpareil” leading the pack as-
e world's first middleweight champion.

Dempsey earns one perfect grade, a 10 for his exceptlonal defensive skllls
'e won the new crown at the age of 22, knocking out Canadian George Fulljames
1 22 rounds. After four successful defenses he was beaten by Fitz. Four years
iter he tried for the welterweight crown but was stopped in three, '

That led to the retirement of Dempsey, who was born John Kelly in Ireland
lis record stands 50-3-8 with seven no decisions, three no contests and 26 KOs
Jlected to the Hall of Fame in 1954, o N e
- 1
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# "“After tuning up with ‘six:straight KO wins in non-title bouts, Zale defendec
¢-his crown for the first time; knocking out Rocky Graciano in a brawl. Two more
slugouts with The Roc w.iZale lose and regain the crown, each time in z
o sepaa;ignal.KQ-:ehdi;\g.fa Age.of 35, The Man of Steel melted at the fists of
fi>Cerdan’and never fought Ve :
+Zale's log reads 67-182.witl KOs. His record against other middleweight
champs: Soose (L10):*Aposto (W10); Graziano (KO6); Graziano (TKOby6);
Graziano (KO3); Cerdan.(KQby12).Zale was named Fighter of the Year in 1946
and his matches with'Gra 846'and 1947) and Cerdan (1948) were named
ight Hall of Fame in 1958,

kv

411, RANDY TURPIN (]951)
misfortune of being around;iwhe _
zenough to surprise Robb the championship on a I5-round decision.

ed, but: Turpin los}: on points to
|, finishing his career 66-8-1 with 45
t champs: Robinson (W15b), Robinson
i 1966. |
NING BENVENUTI(19¢
g.at t;he.sameii‘timg,‘ }

' e Aol

- 970.):--‘ Turplin had the bad luck of
! d Giovanni Benvenuti had Monzon
Loften:overlooked and underrated. :

to

efore losing his world Jjunior middleweight -
two of three bouts with Emile Griffith,
orld middleweight championship in the pro-

winning, losing and rega

cess, the 1967 bout be tdiFight of the Year. He defended the crown
! = successfully foux,_'_!jtin}ﬁ ¥ sing'to Monzon in 1970, that year’s Fight of the
5 »Year.In addition, he wag! 1 fﬁggl}terfof the Year in 1968, =
j 2 Pretty impressiv '

i3 career mark isn't bad, either, standing 82-7-1
nstsother ‘middleweight champs: Griffith (W15);
(L10); Monzon (KOby12); Monzon (TKOby3).

with/36 KOs. His*ra¢o

Arfhree-way deadlock occurs at position
oungs, representing the old-timers,
L, -took on all middleweight comers when

Weight crown after capturing the heavyweight
sgained recognition as world champion and

eign:and didn’f
{no decisions; si

eight.cham:
id M

until he retired with a 86-3-6 record with four
d 68 knockouts. His record against other middle-

03); Kid McCoy (KOby15): Kid McCoy (NCB);
of Fame in 1958. e

en Mickey Walker retired, the National
ork Commission couldn’t agree on.a middle-
.the same confusion created Eor us _today by

.

RGP

Is before he got a chance to get the

win a gold medal in the 1960 Olympics, He -
b




‘GORILLA JONES'

But Jones came out on top in an NBA tourna.ment andis genera.lly regarded
3 Walker's successor. “Gorilla’s” reign didn't last long, though, as he held‘the -
tle less than six months before losing by, foul to France ] Marcel Thﬂ He never
ot a chance to get the title back. e -

Jones fought 145 bouts and was never: stopped earnmg a grade of 10 for
urability. His record was 97-23-13 with nine no decisions, three -no contests
nd 64 knockouts. His record agamst ‘other mlddlewezght champlons Thil &

)Qbyll) PP t s

15 JOEY GIARDELLO (1963 1965) Carmme Orlandq
1e-three-way knot at No. 15.* : L IR
One of the last of the true ﬁgh'i;mg ﬁghters G1ardello & masterﬁzl boxer,
n everybody in sight and receives 2”10 in quality of oppos:tion. AR *"JOEY"
-In 1960, Giardello tried for the NBA middleweight title, which was’ eld by
ene Fullmer. The fight was in Fullmer's backyard, but even-there- the judges ™ GIARDELLO
ad to stretch their imaginations to bless Fullmer with a 15-round draw. It wasn’t ..
ntil almost three years later that Giardello received a:shot at the wor]d cham- .
ionship, and he took advantage of it, upsetting Tiger on poirits: L
He defended once successfully, then lost the rematch to Tiger two years later L
le continued boxing sparingly until 1967, when he- retired-with ‘a record of -’ S -
00-25-7 with one no decision and 32 knockouts His record aga.mst ‘other mid- - b
lleweight champions: Tiger (L10); Tiger (W10); Fullmer (D15); Dovwnes (L10);" - = -
tobinson (W10); Tiger (W16); Tiger (L15). His 10-round points win’over I-Ienry -
Iank in Phl]adelphla was na.med 1962 s Flght of the Yéar .

'1.

.r

18. GENE FULLMER (1957)  Just one-half pomt béhmd the above three is - . o
"ullmer, one of several mlddlewenght champions to ascend to the throne. w1th-. GENE FULLMER -
i bare minimum of skill. " e -u" e e -

Fullmer couldn’t box and cou]dn't punch, but rarely has a more’ durable andr -
letermined boxer entered the ring, and he receives 10s in those categories. -
“ullmer also rates a 10 in quality of opposition as he was wﬂlmg to'go w:th
inyone. AN |

Fullmer's reign as mlddlewelght champlon began when he upset binson .
»n points. But just five months later, Sugar Ray flattened him and, Fullmer never:
-egained the world title. However, Fullmer did remain a force until 1963; winning
ind losing the NBA title during that period. Fullmer tried for the vacant world‘,
thampionship in 1963, but was stopped by Tiger and retired. :

Fullmer finished 55-6-3 with 24 knockouts. His record against: other‘m“iddle- MR
veight champions: Pender (W10); Robinson (W15); Robinson (KObyb); Basilio
‘TKO14); Giardello (D15); Basilio (TKO12); Robinson (D15); Tiger (L16); Tiger .-
‘D15); Tiger (TKOby7). His l4th-round stoppage of Basilio for the 'vacant. NBA
itle in 1959 was that year's Fight of the Year Elected té theHall of Fame m.1974

19 THEODORE FLOWERS (1926) “T1ger Flowers, “’I‘he Georgla Deacon,”
aeads a group of four tied for the 19th slot, just a half-point behind Fiilmeér. -

Like Fullmer, Flowers met everyone and earns a perfect score in quality of ™.
Jpposition. Also like Fullmer, Flowers lasted less than a year-as mlddlewexght
kingpin. He won the championship from an aging Greb, beat Greb dgain to-
defend it, then lost it Jater the same year to Walker. He fought I8 times the next’
year, losmg just once, but died during an eye operatlon four days after%us last
bout. He was 32, . :

Flowers was.115-13-6 with 21 no dec151ons one no contest and 54 KO His "
record against other middleweight champions: Greb (ND10); Wilson (TKO3); i .
Greb (W15); Greb (W15); Walker (L10). Elected to the Hall of Fame in 1971 |

19. FRED APOSTOLI (1937-1939) Apostoh won the world mlddlewetghtf
championship by stopping Thil, but the New York Comrmss:on dldn t recogmze
Thil, backing Freddie Steele instead. '

- Apostoli erased Steeliz ctaim when he stopped him in an overwelght match '
and Steele refused to fight him again at 160 pounds.

: A solid, all-around boxer, with no outstanding strengths or weaknesses, Apos- )
toh defended his title twice before being stopped by Ceferino Garcia. He fought

L
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CHAR [INC
CHAMPS

A few words of explanation about the
categories used in deciding The ngs new a
time middieweight ratings.

e DEFENSE. While-this category is self-explan:

72|

10
" Carlos Monzon 19710110} 8- 7| 9|10| 8| 10| 10 |92
Stanley Ketchel 7(10 (10| 8] 6[10] 9] 9 {1010 89
Emile Griffith = . 9/10|/10| 8| 8| 6| 8] 9|10 10[ss
.| Haxry Greb ™ 61010 9| 6{“6| 7| 9|10} 101863
| Mickey Walker 61010 8} 6| s| 7| s|10] 9]sz.
Dick Tiger o 10f{1w]| 6| 6| 6| 8| 8|10 9fs2"
_ | Marcel Cerdan 71 8| 8| 8| 7| 8;{.8] 8{ 7] ‘s|77
| Jake LaMotta 6|10|10] 6| 5| 6| .6 8|10| 107"
‘Bob Fitzsimmons - 6 8| 8| 6] 4|10 8] 6] 8l10]7a-
Jack Dempsey - 10| 8| 8] 8|75 7] 7| 6| 7]7-
Tony Zale 6| 8! 8/ 6| 6| 8| 6| 7{ 8{1073
HEandy Turpin 71 8| 7] 8| 8| s| 6l sl 7lalm|
Nino Benvenuti 8| 8| 6| 8| 8| 6| 8| 8] 8['5{7"
Tommy Ryan 8|8/ 8| 6|l6|ls| 7|78
Gorilla Jones ] sfwi-riir] 6| 8| 7] 7[6[r]:
Joey GiardeHo 91 71 9] 7|'8| 6| a| 8]10|"a|72"]"
Gene Fullmer 610710 6|4 6[{75] 6|10] 6]7s
Tiger Flowers " 6| 17| 6| 8] 71|51
Fred Apostoli . 8 7 7] 7l 7l v 7| 86T
Carmen Basilio 6110 8| 6! 5| 6| 6| ¢ igt
Rodrigo Valdez 8| 71 8! 8| 8} 8| 8| 8
' Paul Pender 10 6| 81 8| 8| 5| 8|7
‘Kid McCoy 8| 8| 7| 7| 8| 8| 6{ 6}
Billy Papke - 8| 7| 7| 8! 6| 6| 76
Ken Overlin 8| 71 8| 78| a| 7! 7
Ceferino Garcia 6| 7| 8] 6l 6| 8| 6|6
;.| BillySoose 8| 7| 8| 8| 8| 4|8 |lg
Rocky Graziano 4| 8| 8|58 4]|-9| 5]
Bobo Olson 7l 7| 6| 6] 6| 7| 8]
Johnny Wilson 61 8| 8| 6| 6| 6| 678
FrankKlaus 6] 7] 7| 6l 6| 6]|:7]v6
| George Chip 6| 8] 8] 6] 5| 4|76
'AlMcCoy 6| 8] 8] 6| 6].a].6|%
Alan Minter 6| 7| 6| 8| 7]¥r]
Marcel Thil - 6| 6| 5| 6| 6} 7|
‘Hugo Corro 71 8| 8| 8] 7|4
Vito Antucfermo s 10 |10] 5] 56
-Mike O'Dowd 6{ 8| 8|6 :
TerryDownes T8 ¢

ory, it should be noted that in cases where
champion’s offense was also his best defens
points were awarded based on the overall effe
tiveness, vis-a-vis defense, of his individual style

DETERMINATION: Courage, guts, heart, bc
tom, whatever you want to call it, it all boi
- down to the same thing: the overpowering w

to keep ﬁghtmg in the face of any odds.

" " DURABILITY; The champions' chins, stamir
. and overall

conditioning throughout the
careers were considered when grading this d

. partment.

- HAND SPEED: One cannot overstress the ir
portance of hand speed, perhaps the single mo
important quality any fighter can own.

FOOT WORK: Another vital part of any boxer
repertoire. It should be noted that a charpic
doesn't necessarily have to be a speed mercha
— though it certainly helps — to rate highly

. . this category.
. 'PUNCHING POWER: The most obvious ar

" dynamic quality a fighter can possess. The effe-

-of combination punching was also factored int
: tlus equation,

. CUT RESISTANCE: Always a factor, especial
-‘today when officials are much more likely !

‘stop a fight because of cuts than in the past.

. NATURAL ABILITY: Not only are the champ

ons’ God-given talents taken into consideratic

* here, but also the fact that some failed to mak

. the most of their gifts.

QUALITY OF OPPOSITION: It is undeniab’
that some champs fought in an era blessed wit
better fighters than other,  criterion that has ¢
be taken into consideration when gradmg the:

© as a group.

HISTORICAL IMPACT: The champion of an
division should be more than just the best fighte
in the world at hr weight, [dealiy, he should als
be a larger-than-life figure, one who captures th
public’s imagination and leaves an indelible in
pression on the sport. ) C
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-another nine years, but never had a chance to regain his. laurels.» SR
Apostoli's ledger reads'61-10-1 with 31 KOs. His record against’ other middle- ‘?:
ight champions: Overlin (L10); Thil (TKOIO), Garcia” (KOby7); Zale (L10);:
erlin (D10). Named Flghter of the Year in 1943. Elected to’ the Hall of Fame .
1978. TN T
19. CARMEN BASILIO (1957-1958) Matchmg the pomt tdtals of Flowei's ;
d Apostoli is another Welterwelght champion who "gave mlddlewelghts all"
1y could -handle. e
[n a 13-year career, Basilio met all comers between 136 and 160 pounds and" ,
eives a 10 in quahty of opposition, His refusal to take a backward step earns -
other perfect grade in determination. TP L NI R .
As welterweight champion, he surprised Robmson, takmg Sugar Rays 160- ~ ]
und title via decision. The rematch, just six months later, made Basilio an -
-champ. Fullmer proved too strong in two later bouts for;the NBA crown,
d Pender ended his career with a points win for Pender’s world éhampionship.
Basilio was 56-16-7 with 27 knockouts. His record agaifist other middleweight -
ampions: Robinson (W15); Robinsen (L15); Fullmer (TKObyl4); Fullmer
KOby12); Pender (L15). Basilio notched an amazing record. His welterweight
ampionship TKO over Tony DeMarco- was named 1956’s Fight of the Year,
d Basilic was involved.in that Honor the nex{ four years, #lso, winning ba.ck
s'title in 1956 with a stoppage of Johnny Saxton, winning the middle title from: - * - -
sbinson in 1957 and losing it back it 1958, and losmg to Fullmeér.in 1959. He . RODRIGO
a.\s‘named Fighter of the Year in 195‘7 and was added to the Hall OfFame in 1969 VALDEZ ,

19. RODRIGO VALDEZ (1977-1978): Completing the foir-way logiam for r
this this talented Colombian; who gave Monzon two of his most bitter battles.

When Valdez dropped and cut Monzon in their rematch, Morizorn figured it
1§ time to hand 'em up. Valdez was matched with Benme ancoe for the
cant champxonsh:p and came away a points winner., ="t

However, six months later at the age of 31, he was beaten by Hﬁgd Corro in

s first defense, and Corro also won the rematch " TR

Valdez was stOpped just once, early in his career whlch produce a 3-8-2 :
cord with 41 KOs. His record against other middleweight cha.mplons' Monzon :
15); Monzon (L15); Corro (LIS), Corro (L15). o . :

.. '3:'-‘ *

g -,”

23. PAUL PENDER (1960- 1961 1962-1963): Asshckaboxerasone would
te to see, Pender rates a 10 in defense But his safety first style dld not’ endear
mtothepubhc AR
Pender was around at the r:g'ht time, though, catching Robmson at ’the tail
d of his long career to win the champlonshlp by decision. Sugar Rdy couldn’t
itch him in the rematch, either, and Pender defended twice more!. beatlng
isilio and Terry Downes before surprisingly surrendering in his comérin a -
match- with Downes. He got the title back from Downes in 1962, but when .
:gotiations for a match with WBA champ Tiger broke down, Pender retired.
Pender finished 40-6-2 with 20 KOs, His record against other middleweight
ampions: Fullmer (L10); Robinson (W15); Robinson.(W15); Downes (TKO'T),
‘151110 (W15) Downes (TKObyS); Downes {W15). N

24, CHARLES MCCOY (1897-1898) Leading a three-way tie at 24 is “Kld” KID MCCOY

‘cCoy, the third man to hold the middleweight championship. v
When Fitzsimmons won the heavyweight championship, the slick baxmg
‘cCoy, inventor of the corkscrew punch gained recognition as middleweight
ramp with a TKO of Dan Creedon in 1897. But McCoy never defended the
rown, looking at the light heavies and heavies instead. In 1903, he tned for the .
ght heavy crown, but lost on points to Jack Root.

McCoy's record stands 86-6-6 with six no decisions, three no contests and 64
Os. McCoy's record against other middleweight champlons Ryan (KO15); Ryan-
NC5); Ryan (W6). Committed suicide in 1940. Elected toHall of Fame in 1957.

24. BILLY PAPKE (1908): “The Hlinois Thunderbolt” stayed atop the dlv1510n
:ss than three months. He just couldn’t measure Ketchel.
Papke did gain the crown when he ignored the traditional pre-ﬁght handshake

- |
INE 1988 . " RING THE BIBLE OF BOXING :

159




ST T T R

- .}
and floored Ketchel with a right. By the time the first round ended, Ketchel hac
been down four times and.one eye was shut. Papke finally stopped him in 12
but Ketchel gained revenge with an 11th-round KO and repeated his win by
“decision the next year. |
% : When Ketchel was kllled Papke was one of several strong claimants to the
i title. But he lost on a foul to Frank Klaus in a 1913 bout to fill the vacancy.

Papke concluded his career 38-9-56 with 10 no decisions and 30 KOs. His recor:
" against other middleweight champions: Ketchel (L10); Ketchel (TKO12); Ketche
(KObyl 1); Ketchel (L20); Klaus (ND6); Klaus (LF15). Elected to Hall of Fam

m 1972 .

KEN OVER]JN 24, KEN OVERLIN (1940-1941) Similar to Pender, Overlin was a cute boxe
w1th little punch whose fights were competitive, but often less than enthralling.

. Also like Pender, Overlin fought at a time when confusion cluttered the mic
‘;.-".dlewe_ight championship. Overlin tried for the NBA/NY title in 1937, but wa
< knocked out by Steele. Three years later he took on Gareia, who had won worl
i recogmtlon and took the champlonshlp on points. He defended twice befor
losmg on points to Billy Soose.

%- - Overlin finished 132:16-7 with two no contests and 23 KOs. His record againe
"_.i other middleweight champions: Apostoli (W10); Garcia (W15); Soose (L10

Soose (L15); Apostoh (DIO) ;Overlm died in 1969.

“ »u Y

27 CEFERINO GARCIA (1939 1940): Beginning a four-way tie for th

“27th position is this colorful Filipino, who tried twice unsuccessfully to win th

welterweight crown before gaining the middieweight championship.

- Of course, it should be noted Garcia's failures at the 147-pound title came o
points losses to Barney Ross and Henry Armstrong.

" Standing just 5-7 and rarely weighing more than 154, Garcia stiil managed t

corral the 160-pound crown. by knocking out Apostoli. He defended twice suc

. cessfully, the second match being a draw with Armstrong, who was trying fc
-+ his fourth world crown, before losing to Overlin on points.

< Garcia was 95-26-9 with 65’ KOs. His record against other middleweight chan

* ‘pions: Apostoli (KOT);. Overlin. (Llﬁ), Soose (TDS) Elected to Hall of Fame i

1977, four years before hlS death .

.o 27, BILLY SOOSE (1941) Matchmg Ga.r(:las point total is Billy Soos:
BILLY SOOSE, whose relatively brief career.damages;his overall grade.

-Soose, a good boxer, won-the crown from Overlin, but had trouble makir
wexght and never defended. Having prepared himself at Penn State, he retire
*.the next year at the ripe old age of 26.and never fought again.

Soose finished 34-6-1 with 13 KOs.His record against other middleweigi

champions: Overlm (W 10), Zale (WIO), Overlm {(W15); Garcia (TD8).

- 27. ROCKY GRAZIANO (1947-1948) Seldom has there been a fighter wit
' the popularity of Thomas Rocco Barbeila. A wild-swinging power puncher wl
‘ paid little attention to the game’s finer points, Graziano became one of boxing
~ legends.and draws a 10. for,kustoncal impact.

But Rocky’s many obvious shortcomings pull down his grade and his rei;
. s champion lasted Justiong enough for Zale to get him back into the ring.

- Knocked out by Zale:in'an unsuccessful bid for the championship, Graziar
_came back to win' the-.crown by stopping “The Man' of Steel.” Zaie won t!
rubber match, and that.ended Graziano's brief stay atop the division. He tric
toregain the crown from Robinson in 1952, but was knocked out in three rounds

“Graziano concluded 67:10:6 with 52 KOs. His record against other midd]
. weight champs: Zale: (KOby(i), Zale (TKOG) Zale (KOby3); Robinson (KOby:
His June 29, 10-round knockout of Freddie Cochrane was The Ring’s first Fig
of the Year, occurring-in 1945. Graziano’s 1946 and 1947 encounters with Za
- also were na.med E&gh Of the Year. Elected to the IHall of Fame in 1971. .

27 is Hawauan Bobo leon, who produced quite a career in spite of his failu

o to excel in"any phase of the game.
-"When Robinson retired :Olson, who had lost a bid for Robinson's tltle,

e T T e g e
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m BOBO OLSON
ched with Paddy Young for the American championship, which Olson‘won; B
wnwhile, Turpin was winning the Eurcpean crown from Charley Humez: The
' met, with Olson winning the vacant championship ‘on points, He defended
wree times, was knocked out in an unsuccessful try for;Archie Moore's light
vy crown, then lost his middleweight crown when knockeéd.out by the com-
cking Robinson, Olson was again knocked out by Sugar, Ray in a rematch.*
fe never fought again for a world championship, but campaigned for 10 more
rs as a light heavy, retiring at the age of 38 with a log of 99-16-2 with 48
3. His record against other middleweight champions; Robinson. (KOby12);.
sinson (L15); Turpin {W15); Robinson (KOby2); Robinson (KOby4). Named
hter of the Year in 1953. e :

1. JOHNNY WILSON (1920-1928): Giovanni Francisco Panica was other.
» fought at a time when the middleweights were without a'true leader. ...~ % "
Vilson, who often provided his own officials, stripped the .crown from Mike . - .
owd in 1920, but the decision created an uproar. However,:Wilson gave .-

Jowd a rematch the following year and won handily and;also beat Ohio |
mant Bryan Downey by foul, though the Ohio Commission déclared Downey - ,
mer by KO and continued to recognize him as world champiieint sz
Vilson’s rather undistinguished reign came to a close;in his:second defense
en he was beaten on points by Greb. Wilson again was:outpsinted by.Greb
en he tried to regain the crown. He fought until 1926;compiling a 64-21-1
ord with 35 no decisions, two no contests and 44 KOs, His record against '
ier middleweight champs: O'Dowd (W12); O'Dowd (W16); Greb (L15); Greb -
6); Flowers (KOby3); Greb (L10). Wilson died three years ago in Boston at -
: age of 92. - o R oL

32, FRANK KLAUS (1913): Right behind Wilson are fo
» 32nd position, with Klaus. first in chronological order. . AR NPT
Klaus was one of the many title claimants following Ketchel's death,-and .
servedly so. He had campaigned nine years against the best without receiving
hampionship crack. - 0 oo L e R g
Finally getting a shot at the vacant crown, he emerged world champion when -
pke was disqualified in the 15th round. But in his first defense;Klaus was .
ocked out by George Chip, who repeated the trick. in a rematch that sent
aus into retirement with a record of 49-5-1 with 33 no decisions and 26 KOs.- .. !

Klaus' record against other middleweight champions: Papke (ND6); Ketchel

D6); Papke (DQ15); Chip (KOby6); Chip (KOby®5). Elected to Hall of ‘Fame in .
74, . . L L

boxers tied for -

¥

.o ot

32. GEORGE CHIP (1913-1914): Two of the men tied withKlaus are his
nqueror, George Chipulonis, and Chip’s congueror, Al McCoy. i m
Perhaps Chip would have edged ahead of Klaus and a few others if his-reign
champion hadn’t been so disastrous. After six non-title bouts,Chip put his
;ampionship on the line against the unheralded McCoy and was knocked flat
1:55. . ' R Y
Chip, who earns a 10 for quality of opposition, fought on for eight more years,
it.never regained the throne, finishing 40-14-1 wiht 104 no decisions;“one no-
ntest and 36 KOs. His record -against other middleweight champicns® Klaus
{06); Klaus (KO5); Al McCoy (KObyl); Al McCoy (ND10); Greb §ND6);-Al
cCoy (ND10); Greb (ND10); Greb (ND10); Greb (ND10). Chip died in1860 at
e age of 72, ) . T

L

32. AL MCCOY (1914-1917): Though hé won his championship with a

sectacular, one-round KO of Chip, McCoy was a light puncher who receives
is lowest grades in punching power and historical importance. ~ =~ 0
McCoy, fighting in the no decision days, could surrender his title only by .
nockout Joss, and he managed to hold onto it until 1917, when stopped by
"Dowd. Though he fought 45 times during his reign, none were considered
efenses. However, his willingness to meet anyone earns him a 10 in quality;of
pposition. | R S RS
McCoy finished 43-8-13 with 92 no decisions and 25 KOs. His record against .
ther middleweight champs: Chip (KO1); Chip (ND10); Chip. (ND10); Greb -
e

i
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- .T-_-‘:(NDJLO), ’Dowd (KObyﬁ), Greb (ND10); O'Dowd (KOby3). McCoy died in Los
' : 966,at‘

S <+ 32 JALAN MINTER (1980) Typical of many British fighters, Minter, asmart

w . boxer ‘with'a 'stiff punch, was held back by his tendency to cut.

i - Battlmg ‘andther notorious bleeder, Vito Antuofermo, for Vito's world cham-
o plonshlp;"Minter made-it the distance to win the champmnshlp on points, then

st.opﬁed Antuofermo in a rematch.

tthat proved Minter's only successful defense as Marvin Hagler was waiting

‘thed ings. Hagler stopped Minter in three, starting a mini-riot in Wembley.

lent, racist group was beheved to be behmd the outburst, and Minter’s

ecord against other m:ddlewe:ght champlons Griffith (W10); Antuofermo
g‘) Antuofermo (TKOS), Hagler (TKOby3) ‘

6 MARCEL THIL (1932-1937):  This Frenchman had httle in common
Wi Cerdan, save the'same first name.” .

s Infact, one wonders if Thil didn't bring along an NBA ref for hls title matches.
}n at's ‘National Basketball Association, not National Boxing Association.
ampaigning exclusively in Europe 11 years, Thil suckered Gorilla Jones
efending his world championship in Paris. Natura]ly, Jones fouled out in

; Lou Brom]]ard was thrown out for fouls in Paris, once in the fourth round,
gain in the sixth, ',When:['hll finally v151ted the States, he was stopped by Apostoh
d'retired withoit’fighting again.

L Thil's Iedger

leaving South America.

”QV de 15); Antuofermo (L15)

g

so.much with solittl couldn’t. punch 'couIdn t box and bled at the

dgloy ﬂlegally helped, too.
& Antuofermo gotabreakcH _g the'lumted Corro for the world champlonshlp,
:which he.won'gn’gols ‘defense later that year should have ended his
¢ he BILE A

jsnext start, making Vito an ex- champlon
linter’and Hagler in bids to regain the crown.
ﬁ1‘$1985 ‘when Antuofermo was chopped down by
wving his'career mark 50-7-2 with 21 KOs, His record
'a'mps Griffith (WIO) Corro (W15); Hagier (D15),

3
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1 7" ith, making Thil chalnp He defended the crown nine times — all in Europe.’

3—22-13 wnth 54 KOs His record against other rmddle-'

978-1979) Like Thil, Hugo Corro preferred the home-_

X , but he falls far short in quality of opposition '
the ! datter being graded low because of his short‘

th 256 KOs. His record against ol:her mlddle-'

‘38. VITO ANTUOFE MO.(1979-1980 Rareiy hasa gladlator accompllshed.

‘But the Argenﬁniar[ did‘have the number of Valdez, whom he beat -for the .
;tltle and ina rematch‘H ;8] dw1ched a successful defense agamst Ronme Harns
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el ."-_-"(NDl(D, 0 Dowd (KObyG), Greb (ND10); O'Dowd (KOby3). McCoy died in Los
SRR _'Ang%!e in’ 966=at‘the“age of 72.
£ S .;‘“" AR PO
RN - B *ALAN MINTER (1980) Typical of many British fighters, Minter, asmart
w .. boxer ‘with'a'stiff punch,"was held back by his tendency to cut.
{ - Batthng ‘another potorious bleeder, Vito Antuofermo, for Vito’s world cham-
o pmt_tphgp ‘Minter made it the. distance to win the champxonshxp on points, then
st.bpﬁed Antuofermo in a rematch.
tthat proved Minter's only successful defense as Marvin Hagler was waiting
't.hefwulgs Hagler stopped Minter in three, starting a mini-riot in Wernbley.
lent, 'racist group was believed to be behmd the outburst, and Minter's
tatlon suffered as-a result.-But the Brit denjed any connection with the
’ héqu?gr D, claunmg gmlt by assocnatlon and his explanation is generally
epted.”. <
g#eMinter ‘retired in’ 1981 ‘with a 399 record with one no contest and 23 KOs,
‘record against other middleweight champions: Griffith (W10); Antuofermo
§ ‘Et) Antuofermo (TKOS), Hagler ('I‘KOby3) ‘

6 MARCEL THIL {1932-1937): This Frenchman had httle in common

iwith Cerda.n, save the‘same first name.” .

,'lrg- act,‘one wonders if Thil didn’t bring along an NBA ref for hlS title matches.

's National Basketball Association, not National Boxing Association.

er’carmpaigning’ exclusively in Europe 11 years, Thil suckered Gorilla Jones
defending ‘his world’ championship in Paris. Naturally, Jones fouled out in

¢ Lou Broml]ard was thrown out for fouls in Paris, once in the fourth round,
gain in the sixth, '.When:[‘hxl finally visited the States, he was stopped by Apostoh
I d-retired wit.h “fighting again. -

nes 11) Apostoli (TKOby10). Thil died in 1968 at age 64.

978-1979) Like Thil, Hugo Corro preferred the home-

saving South Amierica.

"4 iBut ‘the Argentmiari
title and in arematch?E

LR

t'lost his crown to Antuofermo in 1979

;ty‘decent but he falls far short in quality of opposition

- historical impartanmc‘:g; :latter being graded low because of his short
ure and the’ shad {'Monzon, Argentina’s truly great middleweight. - - -

% ] 1. with 256 KOs_. His record agamst other middie-

138, VITO ANTUO 'ERMO 1979 1980 Rarely has a gladlator a(,comphshed

digl ﬂlegally helped, too.
g the'limited Corro for the world champlonshlp,
defense later that year should have ended his

i Antuofermo B
Wh]Ch heiwon‘on}

gpg ms career mark 50-7-2 with 21 KOs. HlS record
I‘.,dchamps [Griffith (W10); Corro (W15); Hagler (D15),
78 Hagler (TKObyE)

£y
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fh 1th, raking Thil champ He defended the crown nine times — all in Europe.’

19:22-13 with.54 KOs. His record against other mlddle-'

‘have the number of Valdez, whom he beat for the
dwiched a successful defense against Ronnie Harris
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Uosd.m n_w:: was si
ingly.. O'Dowd received New York:
ning by foul over Dave Rosenberg, However; he, was x:oorma ocﬁ in’ on IO
‘by:.Jock Malone in his next; start; and: retir
decisions and 44 KOs. His _.moo_d mmﬂ:m« 0
(KO6): Greb (ND10); Al Znoﬁw EOuu..E:mo: ?Hmu. qs_mo: QE

: O_Uoéa passed away In Hmm.w af age, mm ;-

a with;a: mm.ﬂ.w ré
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ther 35&2__&@5 champs!
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'40. TERRY DOWNES G%H&w 2): wz:m;m up the réd mm:m_ia ao
Downes, a game battler, but also a; jyery: fortunate one. - i
‘Downes, who bled wmwa:%_ was ‘stopped by Pender-in. E *firs v.E_mo_.mE.m

middleweight crown, but caught.the champion on a bad :.mz
notching his name in the record’ ‘book. with a :5?3::9.%0

lasted until Pender got him :._8 Sm;.

%n_m_os. -
- Two years later,

:mmé honors and retired 35-9:0; é:& 28 KOs. His record: mmw am
"weight champions: Tiger nxo.ow@. Qwam__o (W10); m.msam_.m
G,NOE_ 12:_2 9—3_ on=woq QES :

Downes; & 5 s E.mg by Willie' wm.m_u.m-%af

ing again, Pender,régaf »:m

r: th mbﬁ i,




