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THIS IS HOW 1 want to remem-
ber Ronnie Harris: It was a night
in late March of 1972 when a fight-
er's heart won a bout that should
have been lost. '

Until about the seventh round
of a bout with Raoul Soriano, a
tough Mexican ranked among the
world’s top 10 welterweights, Har-
ris had been taking a pounding.

Harris' eyes were puffy and:

beginning to close when he an-
chored himself in the center of

the ring and began stabbing his

machine gin left jab in Soriano's
face. One left. Two lefts. A dozen
lefts. He didn't missashot,.

Between rounds, Blue Lewis, a
Detroit heavyweight who trained’
with Harris, jumped from his ring-
side seat in the Community Arts
Auditorfum at the State Fair
Grounds and {lashed a roll of bills
at the crowd.

“I takes Ron Harris,” Lewis be!-
fowed, waving a finger from' row
to row, looking for takers. There

mayhem, with Harris landing lefts
and straight rights — enough of
both to win a close decision. Har-
ris heard the decision, then col
lapsed in his corner, a winner.

That's the ‘way I'll remember

Ronnie Harris, as a rough and rug-
ged winner: - :

.There were some present that -

night who still swear the Soriano-
Harris bout was the best fight they
ever saw. Ronnie Harris impressed
a lot of people that way. He did a
lot of thikgs like nobody else —
the way he fought, the way he
lived. Regreétably, the way he died.

Harris killed at 10 pm. on
New Year's Bve. Harris was shot
and robbed in the driveway of a
home at 19758 Edinborough in De-
troit’s northwest' section. Police
say the house
quaintance of who was
dead on arrival it Mt Carmel
Hospital. He was 33.: ‘

The funeral was té be this morn-

ing in Ebeneezer Baptist Church .

ongs to an ac-

_wWere none.

BOXER RONNIE HARRIS

“Pve never seen a guy who had

so much hsart. I don't think

Ronnie knew the meaning of

fear”

HARRIS WAL NEVER off Liis feet in
is pro career. He retired in 1973

aftéer a logs to unranked Arturo

THE LAST THREF rounds wors

in Detroit. ‘

HAQDHE' RAYILA saracr wes tnn

Zuniga- Tt was only the third loes
against-30 victories and one draw.
At one point Harrie we: ranked
No.7 by Ring Magazine ir *he. .
terwelght division. For most of his
career Harris was trained by De-
trolter Taylor Smith. Luther
Burgess, also from Detroit, trained
him briefly. -

At 5 feet 6 he should have been a’

lightwelght. He soon outgrew the
lss-lzound division and moved up
to the welterweight class, where
he looked up to all of his oppo-
jents — and never backed down
‘an inch, Harris was anything you
‘wented in the ring, puncher,
iboxer, tacticlan, -

. Qutside the-ring Harrls was an
engaging personality. He lived
‘well, enjoying the high life. He
wore fine clothes and drove
expensive automobiles. —G5-
; Few things fazed him.

. HE ONCE FELL asieep driving
home and wrecked his car. Un-
daunted, Harris went back to
sieep, figuring he'd deal with the

situation later that morning.

“ihis impending-
":¢alled a tallor, who measured him

’

short and far too obscure for the
quality he brought to the ring. He
was a craftsman who fought' be-
yond all obligation to the science
of boxing. He could paint a picture

on his opponent’s face with a left

jab, and you couldn't hit him with

- & handful of rice — unless Ronaie
decided it was time to put his head
on somebody’s chest and see how
much heart he had. More often
than not, it wasn’t enough.

. At the age of 16, Harris won a
bronze meda! in the 1964 Olympic

. Games in the 132-pound division.

He was a teammate of former
heavyweight champion Joe Frazi-
‘er,ggold medalist that year.

“I thought- at that time I had
Never seen & finer fighting ma
thine than the Ronnie Harris of
1964, sald Bmanuel Steward,
trainer of world champions
‘Tommy Hearns and Hilmer Kenty
who fought with Harris in the

teur ranks. “And this is com-
ing from one of his teammates, the
hardest people to please because of

tha srmnatitinn

When the police knocked on the
car window he casually rolled
over and locked the door. ’

Harris ‘became a personal-
friend. An early lesson learned
;Was not to expect to be home early.
It wesn't uncommon for Ronnié to
‘callat2a,m.
* “You doin' anything?” he'd ask.
* Barris was involved in another
ishooting in 1974, He was shot four
itimes by robbers. He was hospital--
fized for more than a week.

 WHEN THE NURSES told him of
harge, Harris

for a new suit. It would have been
tanlike Harris not to leave in style,

-, There is something almost
'magic about the life of most fight- -
ers, Tor their’s is a nnique profes
glon — what they represent in the
ring and what they carry from it

* to those outside.

Ronnie Harris was one of those
with the magic, especially on that .
night in March when Blue Lewi-
cottldn’t find a taker to bet agatirs.
his heart.
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