ety

896-

“round dec1s1on over Bo

‘Nate Bolden. Not bad fo ne no{ yet:

During his rwenty ﬁve-year f ghtmg career, cavering 202 con- -
- tests, “‘Sugar Ray’ ! Robmson was knocked ouf but one nme.

thts feat —don’t yn
You don’t" -

He was also the ‘first, man to . defeat -
Floyd Patterson._ We ;arc

vely. Managed dui‘ing

wauldn't fight. 2.0 .5
His pro debut came m h

one to waste time,-his nc:}l
weeks laters — was”an? ;gh iT0
which he won by bedting A
Before the year was
fought nlne more tlmc

heavyweights as Lee Oﬁm :
“'Red”’ Bupman,  Bill Péterson’, and

P

twenty years old.

The following year he had 16 fights,
beating Curtis Sheppard and Lou Brooks
among others, -and had his first two
, encounters -with ; his +downstate nva.l

Maxim was a crafty boxer with
lots of heart and stamina.




“Sughr 'Ray’ - Robinsoi
‘MaxIm'’s feet In the 13th round. Ha got
up but couldn’t answer thé] beﬂ for the

‘oed in the firSt rpund by Sheppard
;.*“The Hatchman’’ was one of the m})st
 feared punchers of hisera, Three wegks

that kéyo was the first'and only time in
'115- fights that Joey" fmled o’ last
limit with an gpponent. B

Maxlm added fom' more vmtones

and elghty During
lostbut three of twenty-

;1 to, the light- hcavy-
_ 1948 to defeat Bob
and

arles, he outpomted Gus

En May 23, 1949, to win the -

vywmght title and earn a

951, he éha,llehged
hicdg ,for the world hea- ¢
“and-pnce again was out-

On August 22, a

1




e i

L

o7 *r - r it

Ona of his finest perfonnances was In whlpplng tough Bob Murphy,

Ruby Goldstcm: Ruby .had bowed out
after the tenth round to be replaced by:
Ray Milier, and Robinson, after being
floored in the thirteenth, was unable to
answer the bell for the fourteenth round..
Much has been wnttcrl over the ycars
ds to how it was the, .heat, and not -

Maxim, that did “Sugar Ray" in.Iwas .

at rmgslde and it was hot, but it was just
as hot in the ring for Maxim, who had
been weakened by wcight-malzmg A

for Robinson, at his normal weight.it ,

wis the solid b(}dy thumps of Maxlm, '
plus the wise use of his' weight. and
strength to lean on Ray, that brpught
the “*Sugarman’’ down. . . .

On December 17, Ma:um lost hx
championship as he was tpomted b
Archie Moore in St. Loui Anoddnotk:
s that after the ﬁghtMQorc $New man
ager was ' Doc Kea:;ns

They met again’in Ogden Utah on,
Tune 24, 1953, with. Mogre retammg
his titie on a hairline werdict, most of

ihe ringsiders feeling that. Max:m de-i N

served the decision. - N
A thicd meeting w!th r.hc crown on.
the line was clearly won by Moone m
Miami on January 27,1954, o L
Juoey's career hit (he upswmg ,gaun
in the later part'of the.year when hé)

uutpomud Patterson zmdPaul AndreWs. !

fn the Andrews fight Joey's left eye was
completely closed in the first round, yet
he cume back to win every one oj the
remaining nine rounds. -

p=

That however, [urned out 1o be his
fast * ‘hurrah’’ as, except for a decision
win over huge Edgardo Romero in his

tone 1956 fight, he lost all of his re--

mamg eight bouts, the last six in a row.
" Maxim’s last ring effort was in Mann-
_ heim, Germany, on May 17, .1958,
when he dropped the verdlct to Ulh
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Ritter. .

tn all be lost twenty-nine times. Aside
from the kayo loss 10 Sheppard, he lost
once 0a a foul to Charley Roth back in
1942, and the rest were detisions, He

“won eighty-two contests, scoring twenty-

one knockouts, and boxed four draws,
fHe fought -nine worid champions,

. and those he faced were the cream of

the light-heavyweight and heav»wcxght
cldsses during the "40s and "50s.

Of his twenty-rine losses, they were
to nineteen different men and he bear
eight of them in return magches.

Aside from those prcv:ously men-
tioned, he whipped Ted Lowery, 'Big
Boy'* Brown, John Thomas, Bob Fox-

- worth, Buddy Walker, Clan:nce Jones,
Cleo  Eyerett;

tarry Lane, Hubcrt
Hood, Sheldon Bell, Bob Gamer,
Georgie Parks, Danny Nardico, Olle
Tandberg, Joe Kahut Bill Petersen, Al
Velez, Phil Muscato, Ralph Delohn,

-drew W_][h Jim Ritchie, Pat Valemmo,

Charley Eagle and faced Carl *'Bobo’
Otson, Eddie Machen, Willie Pastrano,
Booker Beckwith, Lloyd Marshall,
Johany Flynn and Heinz Neuhaus.
Until the tail-end of his career Char-
les, Bivins Marshall and Moore were
the only men his own weight who were
able to defeat him — a remarkable re-
cord, bit one that nevertheless has left
him as just another “"FORGOTTEN
CHAMPION." L

* Maxim’s career was masterminded by 'Doc” Kearns.

.‘ “qg_

Boxing lHustrated — January 1981 7 31




