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‘Jed’ Black nearly put city on map
during boxmg S golden age

By John McPoland
Gazette Staff

Gerald “Jed” Black was a contender.

Some fighters might be chumpsortomato
cansor bumbling palookas. But Black, 70, who
died inhis sleep Monday morning, nearly put
Janesville on the fight map during the golden
days of boxing—atime when millions of televi-
sion viewers were glued to their setsto watch
Gillette’s “Friday Night Fights.”

Atime whenboxing had just eight weight clas-
ses and most fans could rattle offthe names of all
eight world champions.

Black, a classic 145-pound welterweight, near-
ly punched hisway to a world title fight before

decidingit wastimeto settle down and raise five

children with his wife, Dorothy.
“He had to decide for himselfwhenit wasthe
right time toretire,” Dorothy said. “Inever put
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pressure on him. Iknewhowmuchit meantto
him. Ifit hadn’'t been for that stintinthe Army...”
Black certainly appeared tobe ontrack for
ring fame and possibly fortune,
BorninJanesville on Mareh 23, 1829, Black
might have beenslight of stature—just 5-foot-
T—but he certainty didn’t lack for grit or athletic

talent. He played football, basketball and ran
trackat Janesvitle High
Classmatescalled him “The Spark Plug.”
He also showed enough potential in amateur
boxing matchestoearna scholarship from
Michigan State. Black didn’t let the Spartans -
down.

Heletteredin 1951 and '52. OnApril7, 1951, in
front of arauecous home crowd at East Lansing’s
Jennison Field House, Black hammered South
Carolina’s Emmett Gurney towinthe NCAA's
welterweight title. The Spartans alsowonthe
team championship.

“Iwasdisappeinted when he went to Michi-
zan State,” Dorothy said. “But he had no choice.
Wisconsin didn’t offer him a scholarship. We .
kind of had along-distance refationship.”

Dorothy alsois convinced Wisconsin helped
put apremature end to Jed’s collegiate career.
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Jed apparently received ajacket or some oth-
ernominal item for fightingona boxingcardin
Delavan—aviolation of NCAA rules. Some have
suggested that coaches connected to the uw
boxing program, one of the nation’s best at the
time, reported the infraction to the NCAA.

Stripped ofhis amateur eligibility, Black
made his prodebut on Jan. 1,1952. He knocked
out Joe Sussexin the second round ofa boutin

Chicago.

Bythe end of 1953, Black would have 27 bouts
underhis belt. Afterlosmg histhird eareer fight,
Blackreeled off 25 wins in a row before a draw
- with Chico Vejar on Feb. 10, 1954, Black scored
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the fight’s only knockdown. Doro-
thy said the draw left Jed per-
turbed.-

Black fought several times while -
finishing his education at Michi-
gan State. He had 10 career bouts
in Detroif, seven in Chicago and
one in New York City.

Black's biggest victory came on -
Nov. 9, 1953, when he scored a 10-
round decision over Tke Williams.
It was Black's 23rd straight win
and came in his first 10-round fight. .
Williams, who had just turned 40,
held the lightweight title from 1947
until 1951. Williams, a member of
the Boxing Hall of Fame, finished
hiscareerwitharecord of 124-24-5. .

But Williams, trying to make a
comeback as a welterweight,
fought just three more times after’
losing to Black.

Atwo-yearhitchinthe Army put
the brakes on a budding career,
which saw Black climb as high as
No.Tinthe world rankings.

“They didn't want officers to-
fight,” Dorothy said.

So Black, a lieutenant, fought
just one bout between May 1954
and October 1955,

“When he got out of the service,
he didn’t have a world ranking any-
more,” Dorothy said. “Nobody
wanted to ﬁghthim Hedidn't have

a‘name’ anymore.”
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In Black’s only fight after his dis-

charge, he lost to Cuban Isaac Lo- .

gart in & unanimous 10-round deci-
sion. Logart, a highly regarded
~welterweight, cut Black around
both eyes but couldn't score a
knockout.

That fight was enough to con-
vince Black to hang up his boxmg

gloves and to put his degree in

business administrationto use.

He finished with a professional
record of29-3-1 with 15 knockouts.
. *I was pregnant with our third
child,” Dorothy said. *Jed thought
it was time to do something more
reliabie.”

Janegville’s Gary Pliner, a local
boxing trainer and promoter, re-
members Black as a technical
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Black, Gerald D. “Jed”

JANESVILLE—Gerald D. “Jed" Black, age 70, of 2121 N. Sumac Dr., died
_Mon: June 7, 1999, at his home. He was born in Janesville on March 23, 1929
the son of Vern and Marie (Hare) Black, was a 1949 graduate of Janesville
High School and a 1953 graduate of Michigan State Uni-_
versity, where he was the NCAA champion boxer in the
Welterweight Division. Jed married Dorothy Wirth on
Dec. 27,1952, in Janesville. He was a lieutenant in the
U.S. Army from 1954 to 1356. He fought his first profes-
sional fight on Sept. 1, 1952 and his last on July 26, 1956,
at which point he was ranked 7th in the world. He owned
and operated Jed Black Insurance Agency for 40 years,
L was a member of New Life Assembly of God Church, the
3 Chamber of Commerce, Goodwill Ambassadors, Forward
Janesville, and was a former board member of YMCA,
Lions Club, and Beginnings Group Home.

He is survived by his wife, Dorothy of Janesville; 5 chil-
dren: Michael (Mary) Black of Mendota Heights, MN, Mary (John) Kelly of
Scottsdale, AZ, John (Mary Jo) Black of Lake Mills, W1, Joseph Black of Bloo-
mington, MN, William {Beth) Black of Denver, CO; 3 grandchildren: Andy,
Lindsay, and Nathan Black; a brother, Donald (Joan) Black of Laguna Beach,
CA; many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents; and
2 brothers, Robert and Dean Black.

Funeral services will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Thurs., June 10, 1999, at NEW
LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH, with Pastor Tom Zillman officiating.

Burial will be in Oak Hill Cemetery. Friends may call at SCHNEIDER FUNER- .

Al. HOME on Wednesday from 5:00 until 8:00 p.m,
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fighter.
“He was a skilled boxer,” Pliner
said. ““I know he fought on TV

- many times.”

Dorothy said her husband was
dedicatedtothe sport: '
“He trained so hard and worked
out every day,” she said. “He was

careful about the food he ate. He - -

wasalwaysintopshape.” .
And he liked {0 brag about hav-..

ing never been knocked out or

cut—until his bout with Logart. -

_ “Jed always said, ‘They’ll have . :
to put razor blades in their gloves -

tocut me,” " Dorothy said.
She attended just one of her

" husband’s fights.

In fact, a reporter once asked
Black why his wife didn’t come to
the bouts.

“Do you take your Wlfe to
work?"” Black asked.

Black, who didn’t get rich in the
ring, did earn enough tc buy a
Chevy Bel Air with his winnings. = .

After retiring from the ring,

~ Blackmade a successful transition

to business. He owned and operat-
ed Jed Black Insurance Agency for
40 years, winning numerous
awards and honors for his sales-
manship. '
‘“His name helped him a lot,”

Dorothy said. “People in Janesville -~

knew him. He was born and raised. . .
here. Theytrusted him.”

In the last year, Black fell in love
with ESPN Classic, a cable channel

that devotes a large chunk of pro- .-

gramming to old boxing footage.
“He just really enjoyed that,”

Dorothy said. “He’d watch those: -

old fights. He'd ask ‘Can you imag-
ine anybody doing that to make a
living?”
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