BOB SODERMAN

IN ~URST OF OTTO VYOI PORAT

Some 30 or so years ago, I was doing a monghly article on boxing
for & local msgazine and Aecided to write about a boyhood ring

hero of mine- QTT0 von FPORAT.

T didn't know too much, .then, about von Porat, so 1 arranged an
interview ?ith his thicago manager and fellow Norweslan, Ed
Stevenson; s; T could find out all about Otto, I traveled to

$1st and Western, on chicago's south side, whére Stevenson had hls

plumbing supply business, %o talk with him about von Porat.

T had studied von Porat's fight rccord; and I recalled reading
about some of his more prominent Chicago fights; but 1 was
puzzled about some of Otto's defeats, and was hoping I could léarn
the reason for them, Stevenson was Very helfful and I enjoyed

his telling me about his experiences managing von Porat.

I wrote my story, but before it ever saw print, the magazine I
wrote it for went out of business, And so, my article on Otbo
von Porat went out of business, too. I némer took the time to
submit my article to another magazine, and, in fact, I put.the

artlicle away and forgot it- until about two years ago.

In feviewing Some of my files, I ran across the article and re-
regd it. TNot ﬁoo bad, I said to myself, But 1 then asked myaell
a few dues£ions:

1. what happened to Otto von Porat?

2, 1s he still living?

3, 1f so, where?
,I»deaidadm&h&nmxhatw}mreaiigwdéén*tﬁkﬁswmsnyhhingmtbdut‘my“here,
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I decide¢ then, that I really didn't know anything about my hero
Otto von Porat, either the boxer or the man, so I've spent the
last two years searching for Otto von Porat, 4And I'd like to

share with you the results of my search,

Takc:one'tall descendant of Norweglan and Swedish ancestors; add

a devastating right hand punch; mix with the following ingredients:
"The Hard éobk From Down Under", "The Basque Woodchopper", "The
Cleveland Rubker Man" and."The King of the Cane-Brakes", Stir
these with the roar of thousands of screaming fight fans and add
arfurther symbolic ingredient- the years of the roaring twenties

and the early thirties.

The presult- one of the most fascinating heavyweight boxers of

all time.

Otto von Porat was the descendant of Norwegian and Swedish ancestors

with the pulverizing right hand.

~f New Zealand,]
"The Hard Rock From Down Under" was Tom Hceney?;who once fought

for the hesvyweight championship of the world,

"The Basque Woodchopper" was Paulino Uzcudum, of Spain, who fought

four heavyweight champions,

NThe (leveland Rubber Man" was Johnny Risko, of Cleveland, called

the "Rubber Man" because he always bounced back when he got hit,
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"Phe King of the (ane-2rakes™” was Young 3tribling, who had over
300 fighta =nd fought in every tank town and city in the country,

as well as in Europe, 3outh Africa and Australia,

All of these fichterd were von Porat opponents and each one played

a significant role in Otto von Porat's life and career,

The thousands of screaming fight fans were primsrily those of two
citibs, Chicago and Minneapolis, both with large concentrations
of’ Scandinavians, who were also fight fans; but also incliuded
screaming fight fans in Grand Rapids, Peoria, Davenport, Roston
and New York, All of these fight bugs flocked to see Otto von

‘Porat in action, jamming arenas in every city whenever he appeared,

Otto von Porat was a major character on the American boxing scene
for a period of eight years, from 1926 thru 1933; during which

time he fought some of the greatest heavyweights of his era,

He was a striking figure of a man, this von Poraf. Six féet,'four
inches; 195 pounds; handsome; personable; with blue, blue eyes
reflecting the ice and snow .of his native Norway; and curly brown
halr. In addition, von Porat was, unlike most of his ring counter-

parts, an educated man who spoke'five langusages,

Von Porat was born in Stockholm in 1903, of a Swedish father and
a Norweglan mother, -On his father's side, von Porat!s ancestors
went back to the time of King Bustavus Adolphus of Sweden, His
father was a milltary attache, whose duties saw him travel widely.

In Chicago, the elder von Porat met Otto's mother, who was living

here,
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otto's mother could trace her Norwegisn ancestry back to the
" fifteenth century. Shortly after their meeting the couple were
married and moved to Stockholm, where Otto was born. The family
1ived in Sweden and Denmark, hefore taking up permanent residence

in Oslo, Norway,

In 1920, in Antwerp, the Olympic boxers representing Norway had
won one #ilver medal, The 1924 Olympics were in Paris and Otto
tried out for Worway's team, succeeding in winning a place as his

country's heavyweight member,

Von Porat captured the highest 0lympic honor, 2 coveted gold medal,
as he defeated four opponents, %o become 192} Olympic heavyweight
champion. Otto knocked out foes from Australia and‘Italy, and |
decisioned men from Argentina and Denmark. The gold medal won in
192} by Otto von Porat, is the only boxing gold medal ever Won

el

- by Norway.

Boxing was at a low ebb in the Scandinavian countries in the years
of the middle 1920!'s, and Europe was occup%ed with brying to
recover from the devastation and upheaval éf the first World War.l
Consequently, BEuropean boxers of any talent whatsoever traveled

to America in search of the wealth and opportunity that was not

&

available to them in their own lands,

Von Porat was no exception and, after corresponding"with former
boxer George De Bray of Chicago, now & manager, and with Sig
Hart, De Bray's partner, Otto traveled to America and Chicago in

1926, and was signed to a contract.

-94-




muest for von Porat- 5

Otto's first professional fight was on Tuesday October 19, st the
Chicago Goliseum, versus Blg Ben Sullivan of Milwaukee, in an
eight round semi- final. Von Porat, at 182 pounds to Sullivan's
193, was cantisus in round one:; but in round two, a right to the
jaw followed by a left to the chin, put Sullivan down for the
count, This was the first in a total of 22 bouts that von Porat

would fight in Chieago.

A month later, on November 26, von Porat was back in the Coliseum,
in the main event this time, agaihst Jimmy Delaney, out of St, Paul,.
Delaney was a young veteran, having fought 65 times since 1919

and was a very clsver boxer. This was a severe test for Otto, in

only'his”second pro start,

But, Obtto came thru with flying colors! e floored Delaney in
the first round, again in the third and twice more in the fourth,
Von Porat won the deserved ten round decision; but he badly

bruised both hands doing so.

The victory over Dslaney, plus the fact he scored four knockdoﬁns
doing it, attracted the attention of Madison Square Garden promotgr
Tex Rickard and he wired an offer for von Porat to sppear in New
York on December 22, Rickard, ever the showman, ﬁ}cscnted three
heavyweight ten rouﬁqers; in each of which a Scandinavian fighter
was involved, 1In the main event, Harry Persson of Sweden appeared;
in the semi-windup, Knute Hansen of Denmark was featured; snd in

the bottom ten, Otto von Porat of Norway was to make his New- York

dabut,
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Yon ¥orat reminisced about his Delsney fight some years later,
saying: "My victory over Delaney put me in a much too flattering
light, I lacked both routine snd experience, and very well knew

that T wasn't as good as the impression my win gave,"

vhen Tex Rickard's offer came, Manager De Pray was ecstatic,

"Otto!" he' cried., "Madison Sguare Garden! The dream of every

fighter!™.

But von Porat pointed out that his hands were 8t11]l not healed, that
he had éifficulty holding a knife and fork and that he was in no

condition to fight until his hands were strong again.

De Bray pleaded; pointing out the honor and the money to be gained,
"You can not let s chance like this get away from you, Ottol!"

Finally, von Porat gave in,

Yon Porat faced a real challenge in New York. Not only was he
fighting in the most famous bmaing srena in the world, he was
meeting Martin Burke of New Orleand, Burke was another veteran,

of 69 fights, and besides meeting men 1ike Fene Tunney, the current
heavyweight king, he was also a sparring partner for Jack Dempsey,

Otto had to be nervous, as well as intimidated by his surroungings,

&

At T bty — " e ﬁ—\

Von Porat's awe of his New York circumstances affected hls performance.f

Otto really had not had proper time to acclimate} himself to the
more demanding American style of fighting and should not have
been matched with such an experienced foe in only his third fight,

especially when he had two bad hands,
oepecta Y R RS SR
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fk?;sidééwhis 5§&mﬁéﬁds, von Po?at hnd only one other physical

handicap; otmut it was 2 very unusual one, TFe was possessed of
Very narrow nostirils, which affected bhis breathing. This meant
that while in the ring he was forced to breathe thrn his mouth,
This created a further comﬁlication- he couldn!'t wear a rubber
mouthpiece like other boxers and, ag 2 result, suffered many

mouth cuts, e e s

e et bt tamper e

"That night;" Otto wrote in one of the books he wrote about his
career, 'we were both nervous; an old boxer and a young one, It
started, and I threw two punches- one with each hand~ and I was
finished for the nighit- two broken hands. Burke didn't understsnd
why I didn't do.something. It took him a few rounds, but then he
noticed how I grimaced in pain even when I bloecked a punch, Now

he understood,”

Burke simply knew too mueh for von Porat, He dropped a tired von
Porat in the eighth round for a nine count, a von Pordﬁ who had
swallowed much of his own blqod whén an emboldened Burke had ,
1anded flush and cut Ottots mouth, Von Porat rose, but was dropped
again and the referee stopped the fight. Wot only did Otto get

tagged with his first loss, a humiliating technical knockout; he

also broke both hands}

Tue to his broken hands, von Porat was idle until April 1927, when
he made the first of seven consecutive appearances in Minneapolis,
Von Porat had to win approval from Minneapolis promoter Mike

Collins first, by going three rounds with a Collins- piclked oppconent,

in a private workout, before he was accepted, JeonLorab-altso
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Von Porat also impressed Minneapolis fistie followers in his
pre-fight workouts and stepped into the Kenwood Armory ring on
April 1 as the 10 to 7 favorite, in his match versus Duke Horn.
Forn was the soul of modesty when he predicted: "I am sorry to

say I intend to knoeck von Porat out in the first round, because

I have a supper date with = lady at 10.30 p.m.," The still-growing
otto weighed 183 and Horn was 190, The match drew the biggest

crowd of the indoor boxing season and the blggest gate,

Von Porat dominated the entire fight., He outboxed Horn and shook
him repeatedly with right crosses, left hooks and uppercuts, Otto
out Duke on ﬁhe canvas in the fifth and floored him twice in the

seventh, the bell saving Horn. Duke couldn't answer the bell for

the eighth round,

"I have fought many hard hitters in my career," Horn said the next
day. "But none of them hit me like von Porat did. Bellevs me,
that Norwegian packs a murderous wallop."” Horn sald nothing

about what his lady friend said when he didn't show up on time

for supper,

Minneapolis sports editor, George Barton, also a noted referee,
who had worked the von Porat- Horn fight; became gﬁ instant fan
of Otto's, writing in glowing terms of his boxing style »nd his
gentlemanly bearing outside the ring, He asked Otto how he

became Interested in bbxing.;
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- Otto enlightened Barton by saying, "Like all Forwegian boys I

was always interested in athletics of all sorts, I was a fairly
good skater, swirmer and runner, One day some of my friencds
invited ﬁe to box at 2 gymnasium in 0slo. I had noticed in
reading boxing articles that the use of the left hand was stressed
as an important weapon, So when I boxed with my friends T
instinctively stuck my.lcft arm out straight and they kept running
into it, The way I used my left hand and handled myself in zeneral,
evidently caﬁght the fancy of the club!s physical director. He
gave me my first lessons and I defeloped so rapidly under his
traininé that T earned the right tolrepresent Norway in the

Olympic games at Paris in 192h.

"My love for the sport and the opportunity to earn goodly sums of
money caused me to try my luck as a professional pugilist, It i=s
- my hope to win a comfortable fortune in the ring and then retire

waile =till a young man, to follow some other profession or business,®

Indlicative of }on Porat's accepbance by Minneapolis boxing fans
was. his iﬁtroduction in the ring a week later, just before another
Norwegian, Haakon Hansen was to face-Jock Malone, Otbto received
the greatest reception éver tendered a boxer in M;gneapolis; the

rafters of the Armory shalking from the cheers given von ?orat.

On April 19 von Porat met Tiny Hermsn, of Omaha, snother veteran
campalpgner, and scored®a four round knockout victory, before

another packed house,
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Promoter Mike Collins quickly arranged for Otto's third sovearance,
on May20, sagainst Sully Montgomery, of Pt., ¥orth, Texas, Montgomery
was almost as tall as von Porat, being 6 foot 2 inches; and, at

199 pounds, outweighed Otto by 18 pounds. The fight went the

full ter rounds and what a battle it was!

The two men went at each other hammer-and-tongs in the first round,
taking turns landing heavily, Von Porat had a slight edge and
added to hig lead in the next two rounds, putting Montgomery down
for a coﬁnt of four in the second, They both came out stiong In
the fourth, Otto being the agressor. 7But, as von Porat started a
1eft‘legd, Montgomery beat him %o theipunch and landed a murderous

right to the jaw., Down went Otto, for nine,

Montgomery put von Porat down again, for eight, shortly after,
Otto got up and tottered around the ring., Another right to the
chin by Sully. Down a third time for Otto, Up at nine and
Montgomery decks von Porat a fourth time, Otto takes another nine

count and staggers into his own corner; but he survives the round.

!

Nobody in the ecrowd of 5,000 expects von Porat to come out for the
fifth., But he does, and he boxes beautifully on the defensive,
going away, éven winning the round., He was ﬁullyyrecovered by

the sixth and then put Montgomery down twice 1n the sovehth. The
crowd had cheered themselves hogrse., Von Porat finished the

stronger and was given the decislon,
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Two weeks later von Porat znd Montomery were remsatched, This'time
they fought in the new Minneapolis Auditorium before a capaclty

crowd of 15,000; the largest crowd ever to attend a boxing show in
Minnesnolis., Otto won dedisively, dropping Sully for a nine count

in round one and having Montgomery reeling on segeral occasions,

Six weeks later von Porat met, for the first time, one of the men
who would eventually play the dominant part in deciding his future
in the ring; "The King of the Cane-Brakes”, Young Styibling, of
Macon, .Georgia., Stribling had already fought 184 times, and had
appeared a dozen times, in eleven cdifferent citles, thus far in
1927, @Before the match, for which Stribling was to be pald #5,000,

he predicted, "I will win by knockout before the fifth,™

Von Porat countered this by saying, "Fighting and not talking 1is

my business, I think I will top off Mr. Stribling about_ the third

‘or fourth round."

Sports editor Geowge Barton, in his column some days before the
fight, made séme keen observations, "In addition %o his natural
boxing skill and bruising punching power, Stribling perhaps is the
trickiest fighter in the ring, He knows more ways of tying up an
opponent, keeping him off balance by spinning him %pd making him

look bad generally, bthan anyone fighting,"

Poor von Porat, The fight went the full ten rounds and Stribling
won by a country mile, making Otto's life miserable from round one
to the finish, Von Porat kept boring in, but the blows which had
won him all his previous victories fell short or missed. Stkibling
beat him to the punch most of the time and kept him.so busy warding

off punches that his attack was totally mullified,
-101~
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Otto's lef't eye was cubt in the seventh, but he stild kept coming
and won the plaundits of the crowd for his courage. However, the
long and short of it was, Otto received a severe shellacking-

and suffered a damsging blow to his confidence,

3ﬁill a drawing card though, von Porat wss signed for an August 23
match, versus Big Roy Peterson, a 21 year old 3wedlish lumber jack
from Mississippi. Peterson, at 6 foot 3 inches, lacked the skill
and finesse that Otto possessed, but he was a hard puncher and a

dangerous man in the ring,

Von Porat, affected more than he realized by his defeat by Young
Stribling, was in trouble almost before the echo of the opening
ball had ended. Peterson rushed from his corner and threw =a
round house right to the chin that sent Otto down for a count of
four, Arising in a shaky state, von Porat retreated and hardly
landed a punch in round one, The second round saw this shocking

state of affairs continue- Peterson chasing and von Porat running,

In the third round von Porat opened up and!bcgan belting the big
Swede, Late in e this session Otto caught Peterson with =& right,
dropping him, Rig Boy held on for the remainder of the round, as
Otto failed to press his advantage, Peterson roared back, and from
the fourth to the tenth he intimidated von Porat and had all the
better of the action, ?on Porat finally came back to 1life in the
tenth and last round, Almost putting Peterson away; but it was too

late~ Peterson was a big winner,
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014 Triend, sports editor Barton gave it to von Porat in print a -

few days later, taking him to tusk for his performance. "It is
difficult," Barton sald, "to understand von Porat's attibtude in hls
fight with Peterson. Otto's indifference has ruined bis drawing

power in this section,” Barton went on say that von Porat

-

had been paid 11,000 for his Minneapolis fights, e

“ against Peterson, Otto was undoubtedly bothered by the Swede's ?
]
awkward style and was on the defensive immediately, when floored |

by the firast punch, During his entire career he was plagued by /

.

the awkward and the tricky, or unorthodox opponents,) Shortly after

F— SRS Sl

the eﬁbarassing defeat by Peterson, a depressed von Porat returned

to Norng for a familf visit,

Otto stayed just three weeks in Oslo and while on board ship on
the return voyage, received a cable from Manager De Bray saying-

start training- have signed for Peterson rematch in two weeks.,

 When Otto sot back to Minneapolis he discovered that his quarters
at training camp had been burglarized and ;verything he owned had
been stolen., Although von Porat was quotéd by the press as |
predicting he would beat Peterson, the burglary and things in
general had Otto so depréssed that the fight was I%stkbefore-it

began,

Against Peterson, von ?brat gave the sppearance of being frightenéd

to deatﬁ. Big Boy smofhered 0tto with punches from the word go,

flooring Otto in the first round. In fact, Otbo didn't land a
punch in the opening round. Only in the sixth and seventh did he

hammer the Swede. Peterson tossed all boxing rules out the window
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" as he wndad into von Torat, He hit him in tne clinches, he hit
him on the break, he hit him bglow the helf, Tebterson won agnin

and von Porat was in dissrace in Minneapolis,

f Von Porat was at a crossroad he later admitted, "It bothered
me that I had lost to that fellow, Under normal circumstances

I should have knocked him out in the first round," Otto ssid,

e,
/”' - Tyt i

For some reason, the courage von Porat had visibly demonstrated

o e TV g ek, AT AR TR L 3L TR

against Montgomery and 3tribling was notlcesbly abgsent in his
/W?//

two fights with peterizilffﬁon Porat gave every appearance of
g

e o L b

being totally disoriented, and frightened, Also, Peterson had

a

/
taken an extreme dislike to von Porat and used efery method ?ij

could, fair and foul, to heat Otto, i

e R TR R e i 7 A

"T then decided to withdraw from the ring for good," dgglared

. von Porat., "It wsas better to stop before I got damaged beyond
repair by an opponent with more snap in his fists than Peterson.
But then," Otto continued, "Ed Stevenson appeared like a godsend

from heaven,'"

Managers De Bray and Hart, by now felt Yon Porat wouldn't amount
to much and were receptive to selling von Porat!s contract, for

$1,500 each, They turned over complete managerial control to

Stevenson, a prominent Chicago plumbing contractor.

Correctly assuming bthat Minneapolis was no longer a so00d stamping-
ground, Stevenson moved von Porat to Chicago. The move naid off,
Otto, under Stevensbtn's canny guld-nce, soon established himself

\as a popular attraction and hot drawing gard in nine Chicago matches,
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Jon Porat scored six knocknuts and ~fter winning » deciszion {rom
Pierre Charles of Relsium, was again signed by promoter Tex

Ricksrd for another ¥Madison Square (Garden appearance,

And here von Porat came up sgainst another Qf the oﬁponents who

pluyed a significant role in his career- "The Rasque %Woodchopper",
Paulino Uzcudun. The Snaniard in 1928 was the most feared heavy-
weight in the world and was rated, slong with Jack Sharkey, as the

bigeest threst to the title,

Stevenson was confident von Porat had greatly improved siﬁce hHis
last Garden appearance and, on the strength of the experience he
had gained over the last year, was ready to vault over Uzcudun
and use the fight as the stepping stone to thé heights of a

championshin match,

Uzcudun, unlike other European fighters, did not fight in the
customafy straight-ﬁp, classic style., The thick-set, beetle-
browed Basque, whose left arm was frozen in a permanent forty-five
degree angle as the result of a‘poorly set broken arm, was a hooker
and he fought from an awkward crouch, He moved forward like a
crustacean crab and was possessed of‘an inecredible shell-like
defense, All arms and elbows, Paulino seemsd %o have an armorgd

hide the way punches bhounced harmlessly off him, He looked like

the missing link and was enough to strike fear in the bravest

msnt's heart,
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4 nesr selloub crowd tnrned ouf, sand, -3 usual with the awkward,
unorthodox wen, 0tio had trouble, ”unexpectédly," Ttto recalled,
"while waiting for tﬁe bell for the first round, like an exnlosion
the nervousnéss-came over me, .The bell rang and for the first
two minutes it was like I ﬁas paralyzed and I was being chased
around the ring," Suddenly Otto was on the floor, from a right
hook, He ot up, shakily and went on the defense, However, in
the fourth, von Forat rallied and stopped the Spaﬁiard in his
tracks with a successibn of rights to the jaw along with some
well nlaced uppercuts, In the fifth Otto went back to being
cautious snd Paulino caught him with a lefd hook to the temple
and put hih down agsin, Weathering the storm, ven Porat bhoxed
on the retreat until late in the ninth when he brought the crowd
to its feet by staggering Tzcudun at the.@ell. Otto woke up some
more in the tenth and rocked the Basque repeatedly; but couldn't
“put him . away, although the crowd was yelling encouragemgﬁt.

'Obviously, Uzcudun won, his early lead too much to overcome; but

Stevenson felt encouraged by von Porat's late surge,
i

Otto finished the year by wirnning every round in shellacking
King Solomon in Chicago, in November; but bruised his hands and

had to remain idle until January 1929, )

When talking about years like 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929~ perhaps we

should look at these years in some sort of historicsl perspective;

to better understand them, [
—

w
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1926 0al foolidze is in the *hite Fouse, presiding over the

createst prosperity ever known,

1927- Lucky Lindy, Charles ¥, Lindberzh, flies solo across the
Atlantie; New York to Paris- and starts the air age, Babe Ruth
hits 60 home runs for the Yankees, Dempsey and Tunney ficht in
Chicago'd Soldier ®ield, drawing 2 million dollars; the largest
live gate in boxing history. Aand Rig Bill Thompson 1s mayor of

Chicsgo,

1928. Herbert Hoover replaces Coolidge in the White House and

promises a chicken in every pot,

1929~ the Cubs win a pennant and lose the world series, as usual,
The sbock market crashes in Qctober, spawning a depression that

will last

until the Japs attack Pearl Harbor in December 1941,

e s L e S = et e e et Ao i e . -

. Von Porat scored two quick knockouts in January 1929, drawing

record crowds in Grand Rapids and Davenport., Thsn, on February 1

it!'s back to New York, where Otto knocks out Jack Gagnon, of

Canada, in the fourth round,

In his next fight von Porat squared off with.another significant
foe, "The ngd Rock From Down Under", Tom Heeney. "The top-rated
New Zealander had lost a title fight to Gene Tunney, just a few
months before, in Tunney's swan-song to boxing, and was looking
to nege von Porat as the stepping stone to re-~establish himselfl

as the number one contender,
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The Chicaso foliseum wns jeamed with 9,000 fans, to sne Hzeney

and von Torat and the vate was 350,000, Ctto gave Heeney a

decisive beating, but refused to'kayo the mallant New Zealander,
even though Tom was barsly‘able to tobter thru the final rounds,
Heeney's »urse of 317,000 helped make up for his 18 atitches and

Ottots 12,000 »urse was his largest to date,

Von Porat had many virtues in the ring. He could knock out a
man with one punch; he was a better than average boxer; he had a
pretty good defense and he could take it. He also trained
rigbrously and was definitely not a man of dissipating talents.
Otto had one serious fault howefer, wnich, atﬂcrucial times in his

career, ecaused him to be beaten when ne shouldn't have been,

Von Porat was as nervous and high-strung in the ring as = brand-
new bride being carried over thne threshold., Against stand-up
fighters like himself, Otto had no trouble, his nervousness
disappearing as soon as he got into action. It weas agalnst the
unorthodox‘fightors; men who weaved and bopbed, or crouched, or

bounced up and down, who made him tense and nervous,
P P

AN JHs 1osses to date had all been for thls reason,\\qgainst Johnny

Risko, "The Cleveland Rubber Man", his next oppongpt, von Porat
suffered thersame fate, In a fight he should have won, # packed
Apston Garden saw Otto completely bewildered and flabbergasted by
a swarming, bouncing Risko. Tohnny was five inches shorter than |
Otto, but his crouchlng, weaving style forced von Porat to punch

down at what proved to be a very elusive target.
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At every opportuniiy in close, Risko snarled sné swore nt Obtto, -

. In the later rounds he =lso swore 2t von Porat in Croatian, At
the end of the tern rounds von Porat stood in his ecorner, shaking
from a severe case of nervous frustration, The Riako defeat cost

von Porat a pending match with Jack Sharkey and a possible purse

of $56,660..

Von Porat came back to Chicago and quickly redeemed himself by
scoring two knockouts, 1In his first bout after the Risko fiasco
Otﬁo stiffened Jack De Mave in the sedond round with the hardest
punch he ever threw, 4 terrific right to the pit of the stomach
sent De Mave flying backward to the canvas, gasping for air. Poor

De Mave tried desperateiy to suck in air, and it took ten minutes

tn revive him,

Von Porat's other kayo victim was Emmett Rocco, who had just
" peaten Johnny Risko. Rocco lasted eight rounds before being

counted out.

Another fight in New York, in June, saw voﬁ Porat hand out the
first career knockout to tough Meyer Christner, who had lost very
close decisions to Sharkey and Uzcudun and was a big New York

favorite. Otto was now back in the limelipht, rated number five,
mit the Christner win was costly; von Porat again severely

injured a hand, Vhile recuperating, Otto went back to Norway

for another visit,

Von Porat was back in action on October L, destroying Tom Sayers

in the first round at Peoria, In November, he flattened Charley
smith, of England, in the first round,
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4 bi: morev shot in Vew ¥nork, on Decewber @ Was a golden opportunity
for von Pornt, Fis'opponent was ancther EBnglish neavyweisht, Phil
Scott; who hnd.@ penchant for falling down and clutching his
groin'everytimc he was hit anywhaere near the belt and who was
renowned for the number of fizhts he had won on fouls, The

reward for_the winner was to he a2 Marech 1930 mateh with Jack
Sharkey; that winner to meet Schmeling for the vacant title,

Adding to the bout's significance, and giving it even more of a

box office stimulus, was that the lezendary Jack Dempsey would

referee- his first major referee assipgnment,

Sure enough- Otto was winning handily when Scott leaped into a

von Porat body punch in the second round snd went down,

Dempsev counted loud and clear- three, four, five, gsix- then he
stopped and looked alarmingly at Scott; who lay on his back with
his feet pulled up, clutching his groin and whimpering- "Foull

Foull™

Scott's manager, seeing Dempsey's halting of the count, shouted,

"foull! Foull?®

Dempsey looked from Scott on the canvas over to von Porst; who
stood in the center of the ring, looking anxiously-around for
some one who would tell him it was all s mistake, Jack bent down
and helped Scott to his feet and the Englishman's handlers rushed
out to carry him to hi; corner, After a hasty conference with the

judges, Dempsey declared Scott the winner on a foul,.
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"he spectsiors hezan booing like crazy, | von Forst recalled.

T turned red with shame, but.it belpeé when Stevenson whispered-

1it isnt't you they're booing, my boy- it's Scott!', Otto's only
consolation was the ;20,000 purse he recelived, his largest to

date, VYears later, von Porat still felt that Dempsey's in-experience

sa a referee cost him the Tight.

4 month later von Porat tangled once more with TUzcudun in New
York. Asain Otto froze up and let Paulino take the decision,
Manazer 3Itevenson begsn to realize that unlesw von Porat overcame
his nervousness in the ring against certaln onponents, he would
never begome.champion. apuising his hands on Uzcudun, von Porat
couldn't fight sgain until Anril, when he beat Angus Snyder in

St. Paul,

On May 28, von Porat knocked out an old vietim, Jack Gagnon, at
the Chicago Stadium, Gagnon had just kayoed another Chicago
favorite, Tuffy Griffith, and Otto'd newest win restored his

prestige,

Now camé another golden opportuniﬁy for von Porat, and manager
3tevenson, It would also be the last such opportunity in von
Porat's career, "The King of the Cane-Blrakes", Yéﬁng Stribling,
agreed to meet von Porat on June 18 in the Stadium, Strib was
in line for a title shot against Schmeling, who had just won the
title; but von Porat c;uld, with a win over his old foe, replace

him as Schmelingts opponent..
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"IJtevenson's arrangement for me to fizht Younp Stribling shook
me up a bit," ~dmitted von Porat, "OF all the fighters I had
noped to mseb, he was the one 1 feaped most, Then too,” Otto
went on, "I always became Mmore nervous when I knew my countrymen
had zreat expectations of me, The bigzer demand they put on me,

the more afraid I became that I would disappoint them,"

Fxcitement about the fight soon reached fever pitch and Chicago
ficht fans rushed to buy tickets; Then came a spate of news
that threatened to cancel the fight and had to only make von
Porat more nervous, mumor had it that Stribling had broken his-
left hand in a recent fight, He sought 2 week's postponement,
but the Illinois Boxing Gommission had their doctor examine the
hand. The doctor sald thaf while the hand was flabby because it
had recently been in a cast, there was nolbreakage, The fight

was however, pushed back two days, to June 20, leaving von Porat

two more days bto fret,

Stribling had now had 257 fights and had literally fought every-
{

body. Von Porat, on the other hand, had fought a much fewer 35 times,

it =

Stribling had several advantages:.his distinctive style, a blend )
of speéd and maneuverability; his wealth of experience and his
ability to make his opponents fipght as he wished them to.fight.
One of his favorite punches was 2 overhand right, which he threw -
when in close, He was a master at feinting, and could feint

even the classiest boxers off balance and out of position,

He was mainly a straight puncher and was one of the very few

fighters who knew how to punch inside hooks, instead of simply

trying to block them. (That's a lost art, today. ) i

: % . _",_._M
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At fiznt time, 20, 956 persons hod jammed into the 3tadiuvm,
setting a new indoor record, The gross gate wWas 80,000, In
snother first- the fight was to bs broadecnast on radio, coast-téo-

coast, snd was the first fight ever to be broaderst from the

Stadium,

Yon Porat fretted himself into a stew and entered the ring white-
faced and shaking, Stribling entered the ring as if he didn't.
have a care in the world, bad hand notwithatanding. Indeed,

pr. M.S. Corbett had injected novcaine into Stribts left hand in
the dressing room a half-hour before, warning that it was good
for about an hour., 4ind yet- "The King of the Cane-Brakes",
shadow—béxed in his corner, smiled, and waved to the audience,
completely ignoring his opponent. Von Porat eyed Stribling

-~

nervously from across the ring.

- -

/ﬁ;tto himself admitted, in his 1942 book, that Stribling had ™.

k

deliberately obtained the psychological upperhand, "This can
‘mean so much in competition,” he pointed out, "where otherwise )

it is equal, The one who doesn't even bother to take stock of

his opponent, voluntarily gives the impression of being stironger

e e 1 et = et

than the one who nervously studies his opponent in the minutes J

y
4

s

before the bout sbtarts." S/

- - ot
P—//_'HWW -——:r_-.h*\-.;-ﬁ-.-y R N——

Finally the bell sent the men out for action. Stribling fought

a surprising battle, Te kept poking long lefts into von Porat's
face from the start. Von Porat moved after Stribling, trying to

set himself to get in a telling punch,
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They moved ~round the ring, 3trib shooting straighit lefts and
von Porat leooking to counter, In the clinches; Strinling was
very%careful to tie-up Otto¥s rizht, .This nattern continued
for'over twn minutes, Every one 1in tbe crowd sat tense,

anticipating inci~ient fire works,

Von Porat kept moving forward, wateching Stribling warily, FHe
shot out a right hand which caught Stribling high on the head
and 3trib guickly moved into a ciinch, tie-ing up Otto's right.
Then, coming out of the e¢linch, he set his trap, Using his
right hand placed under Otto's left arm pif, he pulled Otto

toward him,

Stribling then feinted with a left and caught Otto with a right
to the head that spun von.Porat around, Otto tried to back away
but Stribling leaped forward and hit von Porat with a 18ft hook
to the chin, and Otto dropped flat on his back, like a pole-axed

steer, while the crowd went wild,

Von Porat never stirred as he was counted out and he had to be
carried back to his corner snd revived, The time wasz 2 minutes
and 50 seconds. Otto wasn't the only one in the Stadium that
night who had to be revived., A lot of his countrgpen lost their

shirts betting on von Forat,

0tto had two more Chicago fights that year, but things were not
the same, An october fight only drew 4,500 fans; while he had
to travel ten rounds in November to win a decision from old Jack
Renault, Symptomatic of the changed attitude toward von Porat

was the fact that when he was announced as the winner of a close

fight, the crowd booed- a most unusual sound to be directed at
-114-
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]

Von Porat returned to Norway and was gone feor fwo years, He did
engage in four fights in Europe, in 1931 and 1932, scoriﬁg
knockouts each time.‘ Otto solidly established himself as the
geandinavisn champion in 1931, kayoing Soren FPeterson of Denmark
in June, at Oslo, -nd then sending all Swedish flags in Stockhbolm
down %o half-mast when he destroyed the old championof !'Svenskal,

Harry Perdson, in 2 minutes of round one before 50,000 people

in Ko-Stadium,

In 1932 he flattened Maurice ariselle of France, in Oslo, and
then went to Berlin in October, where he pounded Hein Mueller
into a wreck, He returned to Chicago 1n January 1933, hoping to

be able to scale the Chicago boxing heights once more,

The boxing game in Chicago had hit bottom in 1933, just like
everything else, Bub promoter Sammy Wolf signed von Porat to
mest another (hicago favoypite, Tuffy Griffith, for Friday
Pebruary 2l, at the Coliseum, vWolf hoped that pairing these
‘big names would find fans of both storming the box office. Un-
fortunately, this was 1933 and not 1929 or 1930, when an Otto

versus Tuffy fight would have drawn a gate of at least $100,000,

3till, 5,000 persons came out, but the gate was jﬁ%t 57,000~ a
far cry from what used to be, Followers of the two fighters
instinctively sensed that neither von Porat nor Griffith were

the fighters they had been just a few years back.
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2qd luek was with von Porat o the end, Thru = weird set of
circumastances, von Porat didn't eat his pre- fight meal untll
5 p.m. Then, every preliminary fight ended 1In a knockout and
von Porat =nd ariffith had to zo on at 9 p.m., instead of the

usual 10 p.m. N

For =ix roﬁnds von Porat punched Griffith almosﬁ at will, having
Tuffy on the verge of a kayo several times. In the seventh

round Griffith rallied strongly, punching von Porat around the
ring and digging in with several solid shots to the bodj. Otto
was in albad way at the bell and oroceeded to vonit in his corner.
Von Porap was unable to come out for the eighth round and was even

taken to Columbus hospital for the night,

Von Porat had just three more USA fights, winning them allj;j but

O T A

e AT o et i AT s S -

//ﬁls last Chlcavo fight was a tlpoff as to how-fﬁr he had gone
back in ability- he closed his eyes when punchingl! A clear

indication that he no longer possessed a strong degree of dedicstion

e PR i - o oo TR = At e e A e A e
b i g N ety . L S PP S

in the ring.,

Tn hiaz final ameriean fight, he returned to Minneaponlis. "Otto
surprlsed evervbody in Minneapolis when he flattened Dick Daniels,”
TId Stevenson recalled. "Von Porat was supposed to be all washed

up; but he showed everybody he was still a good man.,”

Von Porat returned to, Europe after the Daniels fight, %o mest
an old victim, Pierre Charles, in Brussels, Charles had improved

greatly and was now the European heavyweight champion,
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"I bhezced Obtto nobt to go hack snd fight maarlss, " 3tevenson
remerbered, sadly, “3ut Otto he say, 'L con lick cCh=arles easy!;

an what could I do, I just let nhim 0. "

marles knocked won Porat out in the second round, in December
1933, =2nd Otto gradually slipped into the limbo of fistic
dbscurity: Fe 3id fight four more times nowever, in 193l, Te
Wwon a bout in Paris in aAnril and then won in Cardiff, Vales in
VMay; beating South Afriean Don McCorkindale, a top-ranked boxer,
even thonugh he broke his right hand in round one and had to

fight a brilliant one-hunded bsttle for ten rounds.

In September he was held to a draw in Paris, by a fourth-rate
Trench fichter and then was soundly tpounced by a third-rate
visiting Negro heavy, at Geneva, in November, And that was von
Porat's finale., As Otto himself said later, "these last two
fights told me my luck was running out in my career, and I

decided to quit before someone got hurt, "

Phose fans who were fortunate to see von Porat in action in his
prime will never forget him, Few heavyweights could punch as
hard as von Porat and Tewer still could excite fight fans in

4

the way he did,

Otto's beautiful straight-up style, the devastating right hand
punch, which made his opponents do all sorts of faseinating
things after they were hit; these and other ring attributes

his fans enthusiastically turned out to see,
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Yon forat told of a mseting with Georits Carpentier, the c¢reatest
| af all "rench boxers, in 1025, "To neck with the public,”
. | py

farpentier admonished, Do not aceent those hlows thab can be

avoided, Parry, hlock, duck, step aside, A boxer who takes

punches, to prove his courage, becomes punch-druni,

ngffective defensive hoxing,” continued fFeorges, "is the only

thing that pays off in the long run,'

1T worked energetically from that day," said von Porat, "to

perfect my defense, without thereby losing any of my offensive /;
_ "
powers." e - S sz

"otto was a good fighter,".hanager stevenson insisted., "He hit
nard and he eould hurbt a man real bad, Bubt Otto was too much

of a gentleman in the ring., He didn't want to hurt anyone,

gtevenson smiled as he recalled the days when von Porat was in
the limelight. "Otto was a very nervous fellow., Very high-strung.
If T could have gotten him to relax, I think he would have been

champion, But anyway," Stevenson laughed, "otto and me, wWe made

plenty money,"

After his last Tight in 1093l, von Porat ran a phySical culture
school, then he joined the faculty of the Handels Gymnaslum, a

commercial school in Oslo, where he taught until his retirement

in 1970,
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otto found time to write three books on his hoxing coreer;

publisbed in 1736, 1e2 and 1940,

b

/In nis 142 book, von Forat

- - T

(' mentioned that, other thsn a few small facial scars, he had not
i
L)
iﬁq;é“ suffered sny permanent injury during his fighting years. Also, ;
}

‘ . - . . .
Pohe retained his mental DPOWEIrs, his hearing -nd eyesight were ;

\ ‘ ‘s s
i excellent_fnd he was in perfect physical condition, R

R —
e e %

He wrote about other flghters, who h#d earned big income and

spent every cent, TThey went to the dogs with full music,” hé
commented, "The fate of old boxers is as complex as 1ife itself,™
he went on., "Some cbmc unscathed out of the ring, others are
iined for 1life, Some manage to hold on to ftheir money, others
wind up in the gutter. Some conbinue to remain popular far

into old age, others are forgotten before the ink from the news-

paper account of their last fight dries,"

"T wouldn't want to have missed those years T earned my bread
as a professional boxer, Tt taught me to work, As professional
boxing is very hard wokk and demands discipline, vatience and’

gself-denidl,

"1 can look »eek on my boxing cAreer as an adventure; where the
dark chapters only get the lighter ones Lo shine with greater

brilliance," he concluded.
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There are no men fighting today, of fthe stature -0 Otto von
Porat; no ore who captured the sttention like he did =~nd brought

fight fans pouring into arenas in breanthless expectation,

In his last vears, von Porat was in poor health and passed

away on QOctober 1!, 1982, =2t Baerum, n small community near Oslo,

The many years that have pnassed since he fouzht nowever, will
‘never diminish the admiration and respect his many loysl fans

still cherish of him,

Otto von Porat! A superb athlete, a wonderful gentlsman and

a giant among men,

The End

Robert Soderman | S
200 S. Kenilworth | -
M. Prospect, IL 60056
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10-19-26
11-26
12-22
I~ 1-27
[~19-27
5~ 20-27
6o 7
7-21
8-23
11~ I
12-19
1-20-28

OTTO von PORAT- ESTIMATED RING EARNINGS

Sullivan
Delaney
Burke

Horn
Herman
MonEgomery

Stribling
Petefsdn
Sandwlna
Silverburg
Smith
Roehuck
Dorval
Stabenau
Seifert
Charles
Wiggins
Tzcudun
Solomon
Levinsky
Sayers
Gagnon

< Heeney

Risko

De Mave
Rocco
Christner
Sayers
Smith
Scobt
Uzcudun
Snyder
Gagnon
Stribling
Snydesr .
Ren ault
Peterzon
Fersson
Griselle
Mueller
Friffith
3ennett
Birkie
Daniels
Schoenrath
Limousin

. Charles

Swiderski
McCorkindale
Sauvage
Walker

Chicago
3]

New York

«»iMinneapolis
k4 It

n
"
"
n
1"

Ghicago
1]

n
"
n
n
n
Li}
t

New York
Chicago
Grand Rapids
Davenport
New York
Chicago
Boston
Chi%ago

New York

Peoris

Chicago

New York
L §

3t., Paul

Chiﬁago

n
n

Oslo
Stockholm
Qalo

Berlin
Chicago

bkau Clalre
Chicago
Minneapolis
Oﬁlo -

Brussels
Paris
Cakdiff
Paris
Geneva

3 300
, 1,000
3,000
1,000
2,000
2,300
2,500
3,200
3,000
2,500
500
300
300
3,000
L, 000
1,500
2,000
5,000
3,000
10,000
2,000
2,000
1,500
8,000
12,000
12,000
Iy, 000
8,000
10,000
2,000
3,000
20,000

10,000
3,000
8,000

19,000
2,000
2,000
7,500

15,000

10,000

10,000
2,900

7C0
1,500

3,000
7,000

7,000

10,000
1,000
5,000

700
1,000

Total Estimated Earmings
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4 4,300

17,000

31,100

82,500

4ly, 000
22,500

20,000

20, 200

5,7C0

¥2li7,300




Christer Franzén, Paviljongvigen 10, 132 40 Saltsj-Boo, Sweden
e-mail-christer.franzen@ mbox301 swipnet.se

RE: The tecord-list of Gustav Eder

In 1932 he met Gunnar Andersson from Sweden two times in Goteborg [Gothenburg].
Actually, the first fight (March 24) went 10 rounds, not 8. According to the newspaper reports,
Eder only took the first round while Andersson won the second, fourth, fifth, eight and ninth.

In their second fight Andersson was Way ahead on points, when he was badly headbutted by
Eder and had to quit. He was bleeding heavily from the eyebrows.

Andersson was quite untucky that year. In August he lost by the way of disqualification to
Franta Nekolny in Prague [Praha). A highly dubious verdicttoo. SR

RE: Pete Sanstol in Swedén |

Norwegian Pete Sanstél fought two times in Sweden in 1935 as reported in IBRO # 60.
However the correct info should read is as follows: . S ' o

1935
Mards 1 Joey Carr, GB ~ Goteborg [Gothenburg], Sweden KO1
April 26 Wermer Riethdorf, GER  Géteborg [Gothenburg], Sweden - TKOS

With his quick win against Carr, Sansts! felt he had let the audience down. He did noteven
break sweat during the fight. Thus, he decided to add some value to the show. Much to the
delight of the spectators he went through his training program. : o

RE: Otto von Porat

There was a nice article about Norwegian heavyweight Otto von Porat in IBRO # 61by
Robert Soderman. : o R

Soderman concluded his article: “Otto von Porad! A superb athlete, 2 wonderful gentleman and
a giant strong man”. That judgement seems to be the consensus among sportswriters in ~ *
Sweden as well. Swedish newspapers always treated Otto von Porat with respect.

Otio Wessel von Porat was bom in the very small parish of Pjitteryd, in the county of
Kronoberg, in the province of Smiland. Date of Birth: September 29, 1903.

Soderman wrote that the attendance was some 50.000 when Swedish hero Harry Persson met
Otto von Porat in Stockholm. The Scandinavian title was at stake on the afternoon of August
23, 1931. The fight generated great excitement in both Sweden and Norway. Otto von Porat
was a big favorite in the pre-fight build-up.
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Christer Franzén, Paviljongvigen 10, 132 40 Saltsjé-Boo, Sweden
e-mail-christer.franzen@ mbox301.swipnet.se:

Unfortunately the turnout at the gates was poor. Maybe the Swedes sensed the outcome.
According to various sources in the newspapers the amount of spectators were 12.000 or
10.000 or 7.500. In fact the exact total was only 8.619, including 1.122 free riders (journalists,
free tickets, etc).

Harry Persson was only a shadow of himself. He was clearly depressed by domestic troubles at
the time. He took the easy way out. After 2:45 in the first round he turned the back to his .
boxing career. Harry Persson received some 15.000 Swedish crowns, for his feeble effort,
which was quite a payday at the time. Otto von Porat got a great deal more, including the total
income from the sale of tickets in Norway.

Otto von Porat was also the referee on a-feW professional programs in Gothenburg and
Stockholm during the 1930’ and 1940’s. As such he was a highly popular too.

Soderman paints a rosy picture of the relationship between von Porat and his manager
Stevenson, perhaps a bit too rosy. The relationship with manager Stevenson was not free from
strains. Otto von Porat told the Swedish newspapers that he ‘was quite disappointed with his |
manager. They had disagreements about the money involved, and von Porat complained about

the difficulties of getting good fights. Sounds all too familiar...
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