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weight champion named - Jim
Braddock. i
-+ Waters, the late boxing sage of
Newsday, had been engaged in
gur{‘wm conversation w;t};l_Brad»
ock about a young whipper-
snapper who caﬁed himsellpﬁ: o
hammad Ali but whom Braddock
had il:si'sl.cd vt referring to as
Braddock™s main ohjection to
Ali/Clay was that the brilliant -
young heavyweight champion
had the habit of not “Urowing”
hig jab, as Braddock pronounced
ut {licking it with an open

to better make his
point, Braddock -thep jabbed -
and believe me, he didn’t flick it, -
he trew it — Waters in the
shoulder, knocking him right-off
the bar atool to the floor, where
he did not expect to wind up
unti} rouch later.
“That's how ya t'row a jab”
Braddock said. X
Since Braddock had been hit by

Joe Louis, who had been hit by
King Levinsky, who had been hit
by Jack Dempaey, who had been

- it by Jess Willard, who had
been hit by Jack Johnson, who
‘had been hit by Jim Jeffries, who
had been hit gy-Gentleman Jim -
Corbett whe had been’ hit by the
great John L. himself, Waters lo-
yically concluded that he, too,
could cluint to have been on the

. ern boxing era. .
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I hid s similar experience the
vther day when shaking hands

-]+ with one Harry. Hodges, who had
| -stiaken the hand- of James J.

Braddock. )
Since Braddock. had' shaken
hands with Louis, ete., etc., ete,
I ouw feel that when ultering my
mitt Lo semeone who can appre-
ciate such things, I can honeatl
say, “Shake the hand that shoolz
ihe hand of John L. Sullivan”
Harry Hodges did more than -
just shake Braddeck's hand, he

boxing .62 years ago when he
taught the former longshoreman
how w neutrabize the best and .
only weapon of Muax Baer, then-

] the heavyweight champion, prior
1. to their title fight at the Long Is-

land City Bawl,

“Fru going to show vou how to
Lell. Max Baer to stick that.right
hand up his behind,” Hodges told
Braddock,

‘The lessun was ¢ simple one,
consisting  merely  of  having
Bruddock use his jab — the same -
Jab that later would knock Bob
Waters off 2 bar stool — to hit
Baer in the ripght shoulder,
thersby thrawing off the punch.

Braddock followed instructions
and 15 rounds {ater, hid pulled
off the greatest boxmy upset in
Busier Douglas
went him one better apuinst a
guy named Tyson in 1990.

They called Bradduwk “The
Cinderella Man" afler that ene,
but Ciuderelia outgrew his glass
slipper two years later when he
fipally got around to defending
kis title agaipst a kid namea
Laouis,

Harry Hodges wasn't called in
for that one, beeause, he says,
Braddock - wasn't really worried
abo ig’ g amd, . . .

me & sbé¥¥ aboit ‘an encounter
‘he had had with a former heavy-

business end of a2 punch that |
staried at the dawn of the mod:. .

helped shake up the world: of
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c;:‘d g’;ore‘ T
thar just

| shd%é; SIEER o
Braddock’s |
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up the world .
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ager, Joe Gould,
against Louis, not even Harry
Houdini weuld have beun muel
help 1o Braddock. Louia knocked
Braddock out in eight but had to
get off the deck to do it

"The difference between _t;)xers
then and boxers now,” “Harry
Hodéges said, “is in Ehe feaching.
Back them, boxers learnes

by

TEACHER KNOWS BEST: Jim Braddoc
Baer (right) 62 years ago im.a shocking upset

knew that

- Hodges had celsbrated
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¢ he shook

don't

- was walking by the Jerome Park '

" tate
: ... Believe me, I would have been

© fought in two World Wars,

~kids still iwere willing to be in-

. tipged . him

- : 'ligtmr store,

. said.

ou?" Hodges asked with a
smirk), ‘and Gus Lesnevich, the -
former light-heavyweight champ, -
and; Braddock, who “waz born:
three years after Hodges but
never made it out of 197 -
- 8ix months ago, Harry Hodges

Reservoir a few blocks from hie
‘apartmeént- when two teenaged -
pucks came up to him, thinking’
they had found an easy mark.
“I'hit one of them with g right-
hand that went from- here to
here,” he said, holding - his
knobby hands six inches apart.
“The other one ran like hell.
1 believe Harry because after
hand, I thought for
1er might have to dic-
this column, ° '

el
a moment

happy - to 'do it -because, even
though-the name Harry Hodges
will never’ be found in'a boxing
encyclopedia or among the ap-
nals of famous New Yorkers, he
it a link Lo a sport, a-city and an
a that.is rapidly vanishing. ]
Born: outside London and or-
pk as a child, Harry Hodges
‘camie to:New York as a teena%t:er,

came a boxing instructor when

structéd and a window-washer in
the days:when they worked with-
out a net. Or a safety belt,

He trained Lou Ambers and
‘Joey’ Archibald and helped Jim
Braddock™ forever escage the
bread line, where he had spent
much of the year before his win

..over Bae

He was married for five weeks .
‘back in the '30s and called off
another marriage after a buddy
off that his
bride-to-be ‘was “a winp,” Harry
followed her that night and sure
enough, cau%mt her going into a

‘y-herse f. . :

Played the field ever since,” he

He is 'a genuine New York
character in an age i which ev-

¥, ervone seems preity much the

an olgpunent up. Nobod.).r :l_iues

that anymore.” -
He got up to demonstrate. The
lessun took ploce in a back booth

. at theilliverdale Diner, where he

eats three square a day and
where, two -days earlier, Harr
his 94t

birthday,
ol & cup.

k (teft} was able to take heavyweight tite from Max
with some help from boxing instructor Harry

Hodges.
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it, and a little water. Been drink-
iny it like that my wholc iife.”

And eating scrumbled epps and
toast with butter and all those
other things his doctirrs wid him
not to, )

His doctors are alt dead now,
ag are most of hig friends, like
Nelson Rockefelter, who was

el . M
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same, and a treasure-trove of ex-
erience in a culture that has
orgotten’ that to throw away its -
history is.te compromise its fu-
ture. o

~“Back in.my day, we had hus-
tlers ‘in’ boxing just like you do
today,” he said. *Al Weill, he waa
& huatler like that guy we got

" now, (Don) King. But he wasn't a

crovk  like ng. King’s so
crooked, when he dies they'll
have (o screw him into {he
ground.”

He hag about as much respect
for f.oda‘y's fighters.

“Holyfield's the best heavy-
weight of a bad lot,” he said.
“And that kid [Oscar] De La
Hoya, he's about the best all-a-
round baxer. But that other gy, -
Tyson, he was a club fHighter
buck in the 30s.7 e Ak

Last night, his plans did not in-
clude watching a pseudo-senior
citizen, Geurge Foreman, fight o
comparalive infant numed Sha-
non Briggs,

“Foreman, he's too  slow,”
Harry Hodpes said, “It's ridicu-
lous.” A man his age ghouldn’t
even be allowed to do that”

I'm not sure whether he mneant

Foreman was too ald tp box, or
tos gt

“Hithet ¥ pr




