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BATTLING BLACKJACK 
(Vernice Lonnie Craft) 

Hometown: Phoenix, AZ 

Born    : April 6, 1917, Texas 

Died    : March 3, 1959, Tucson, Arizona  

Height  : 6' - 1 1/2" 

Weight  : 187 lbs 

 

TB  KO  WD  WF  D  LD  LF  LK  ND  NC 

23  12  3   0   0  0   0   8   0   0 

 

Executed for the murder of his wife on March 3, 1959 

     

   1939 

Apr  3  Earl Nolan              Phoenix, AZ           L KO   1  

Aug 15  Johnny Risko            Tucson, AZ            L KO   3  

1940-1947 

  (Inactive due to Prison Incareration) 

1948 

Jan  2  Willie Dee Jones        Hollywood, CA         W KO   1  

Jan  6  Hoot Benson             Los Angeles, CA       L KO   1  

Jan 16  Dale Hall               Hollywood, CA         L KO   1  

Mar 10  Tony Martin             Phoenix, AZ           W KO   6  

Mar 24  Charley Burley          Phoenix, AZ           L KO   3  

Apr  7  Joe Smith               Phoenix, AZ           W PTS  6  

   1949 

Feb  9  Gil Ramirez             Phoenix, AZ           W KO   2  

Feb 22  Tommy Gunns             Phoenix, AZ           W PTS  6  

Mar 22 Bill Sneden    Phoenix, AZ   W KO   1 

May  9  Irish Pat O'Day         Phoenix, AZ           W KO   2  

Jun  8  Wendell Gallant     Phoenix, AZ           W KO   4  

Jun 15  Pedro (Kid) Hermosillo  Phoenix, AZ           W KO   5  

Jul 15  Clyde Bowman            Phoenix, AZ           L KO   5  

Aug  1  Clyde Bowman            Phoenix, AZ           W KO   7  

Sep  1  Lou Smith               Phoenix, AZ           W KO   3  

Oct  5  Jimmy O'Dowd            Phoenix, AZ           W KO   3  

Nov 24  Clarence Henry          Phoenix, AZ           L KO   4  

   1950 

Feb  8  Bobby Clark             Phoenix, AZ           W KO   3  

Feb 22  Tommy Gunns             Phoenix, AZ           W PTS  6  

Jul 12  Red Shumway             Phoenix, AZ           W KO   1  

   1951-1953 

      (Inactive) 

   1954 

Mar 26  Zora Folley             Clifton, AZ           L KO   1       

     


