John L. Sullivan Was Callow
| Youth When He Hurled First
Defi at Ryan for Championship |

BY BILLY ROCHE
Referee aad Manager

Early in December, 1880, there
appeared in the daily press an ad-
vertisement from & “modest and
‘unassuming” man, which resd:
| “I am prepared to fight any man
| breathing for any 2um from $1,000
[to $10,000 at eatchweights This
challenge is especially ‘directed at
Paddy Ryan and will remain open
for & month if he sbould not seo|
fit to accept it" The ad was sign-
ea, “respectfully yours, John L./
Sullivan.”

Ryan had ascended to the heavy-
weight championship just six
months before by beating Joe Goss
in 87 grueling rounds. Sullivan had
voxed balf a dozen men and two
short exhiditlons with Mike Don-
ovan and Goss, his first bout being
with Cocky Woods in 1878, But so
far as the big time was concerned
his reputation was nil. Ryan ig-
nored the defy,

Shortly after; Sullivan, in Buf-|
falo, sccepted an open challenge
flung by Professor Johm Donald-
son to meet anyone for 8 purse,
but the professor took one look at
Sullivan and declined the issue.

Goaded by criticiam, Donaldson
agreed to meet Sullivan on Dec,
24, 1330, in Cincinnatl. Sullivan stif-
femed him I 10 rounds. The fol-
lawing May 16 Sullivan knocked
out John Flood in eight heats in
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their famous battle on the barge|
anchored off Yonkers, and after a
{few more victories, met Ryan on
Fen, 7, 1882, in front of Barnes
‘hotel, Mississippi City, for $5,000
and chsmpionship of the world|
‘under London prize ring rules.

I After Sulllvan knocked out Paddy
¢|In eight rounds, Ryan sald: “Sulli-
1‘nu bas arms like sawed-off tele-
{lgraph poles. He hits like a pile-
)

driver.”

Following this fight Sullivan
.|ranged the land battering all com-
ers, became the rage of the pugi-|
.Alistic world. He traveled to Eng-
{land, where he met, and boxed for,
the prince of Wales, toured Ire-
_|lsnd and in France fought his his-
.toric $3-round draw with Charley
Mitchell at Chantilly, May 10, '39.
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Miss, In 75 rounds, toured the|

wound up & glorlous but temp

country with the show, “Honest Queensberry
Hearts and Willing Hands,” and |13 a pleasure,” h
t- jother

Jdohp L. Sulllvan

father came from Tralee, County
Kerry; his mother from Athlone.
He was destined for the priest-
hood, studied at Boston college, but
at 17 he weighed 180 pounds and
alrendy had & reputation 83 the
“Boston strong boy.” John L. Jeft
school, became a plumber's helper

3% $4 a week, then apprenlice to}

tinsmith, next a baseball player
and finally & mason.

At 19, a5 he put it, Sullivan “just
drifted inlo boxing." Here he met
many fair westhor friends, among
them old John Barleycorn, and with
them led a roistering, swashduck-
ling life, The pace took its toll, a3
John L. discovered when he faced
young Corbett.

-|west to fiatten the hitherto invin

.|tingling rounds at Hartford, Conn.
.| This was & stunning upset, for Me-
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Glory Enough to

_  BY BILLY ROCHE
Famous Referee and Manazer
Young Corbett was the cockiest|

most contemptuous of it.
It was Nov. 28, 1601, witen young

Corbett, came out of the middle

cible Terry MeGovern in two blood-

| Govern ruled favorite at 1 to §,
land one of the few to bet agalinst
him was this same upstart, Cor-
bett. 3
It's ring history now how the
kid from Denver, on his way to]
the ting, pounded boldly on Ter-
ry's dresaing room door and
bawied:
out and get your Jicking!"
Up to that time, MoGovern's op-|
ponents ‘shriveled and shrank
when they faced his ferocious as-
pect in the ring.
The defeat left McGovern rav-
ing mad, The boys had fought at|
125 pounds ringside, instead of the
il then conventlonal 122 feather-
weight limit, and Terry snarled &t
Corbett:

“You ain't the champion, any-
way; you didn't make the weizht”
“That's O. K. with me, Tesry,"”
replied his congueror. ‘You keep
the title, I'm satisfied just to he
known as the guy who kayoed
Terry McGovern,” '
! Corbett repeated his K, O. over
McGovern in 11 rounds, March 21,
{3903, in San Franciaco. Young
Corbett couldn’t stand prosperity,
‘| however, and defeals by heavier
‘| men, Jimmy Britt and Bat Nelson,
gambling, put him almost down
and out.
William H. Rothweil, 5-2%, 126
at nis fighting best, was born Oct.
| ¢, 1880, in Denver, Colo, Game to]
the last inch, whatever he did he
did with 2l his might, When fight-
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For all hls roughness when in|
his cups, Sullivan disliked the dbro-|
tality of bare-knuckle fighting un-|
der London prize ring rules and

Back in America, July 8, '89, he|inveighed against them. He con-:
kayoed Jake Kilrain at Richburg, ' demned them as “t

oo dirty.”

“fighting under Marquis of
rules before gentlemen
¢ said. “To the'
tit b ¢3 & brawl"

wous carcer by losing to James J,
Corbett in 21 rounds at New Or-
Jeans, Sept 7, 1892,
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190 in his prime, was born Oect. 15,

In his later years Sullivan lec-
tured in favor of prohibition. Be-
fore his death in February, 1918,

John Lawrence Sullivan, 5-10%, he had become & teetotaler.

John L. was one who knocked

-{1858, In Eoston, of Irish stock. His out old John Barleycorn.

ing, he fought the best; opening
winey he did it with both handa;
stepping the yprimrose path, he
burned 3 trail, and gambling, the
aky was his limit |

The late Jack Doyle, “Sage of
Broadway,” told of the time he
met Young Corbett in a gambling
bouse in Saratoga. The kid was
| broke, asked Jack to stake him to
hal? a buck. Doyle offerad more,
but Corbett declined, saying he

fighter ever to win a titie and the! ¥

William H. Rothwell, alias Ymmg! :

'1ust. wanted a drink.
An hour later, stroiling past a

roulette wheel, Doyle saw Carbett, | Denver.
surrounded by an admiring ¢rowd,! Young Co

Young Corbett Was Cockiest,
Disdained McGovern's Title;

Beat Terry

oo o,

“Hurry up, Terry, come | S :

Young Corbett’

playing the wheel, with & stack
¢hips before him.

“How much you got thers 7" asky
Doyle,

“rBout $6000," replied Corbett

"Retter cash in and gt advia
Doyie. Corbett laughed.

Couple of hours later, Doyle, 1l
ishing a “goodnight cigar om F
hotel veranda, heard someone Col
ing down the atreet whistli
cheerily, It was Young Corbett

“How'd you make out?’ call
Doyla.

YiOh,” replled Carbett with a cal
leas Jaugh, “I Joat the kalf & bac!

He died droke April 10, 1927,

.

rhett was no plker.
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Choir Boy Licked Tough Kids; Willie Lewis

BY BILLY ROCHE ‘

us Referve
Willie Lewls was a cherub-faced
cholr boy who could lek sil the
tough kids In the toughest neigh-
borhood In New York—the old Gas
House District, A fine SOprano
voice feoled many a bully into a
shellacking, won young Lewls a
local reputation and & modicum of
money in the theatrical world when
the noted Maggie Cline of “Trow
im Down, McCluskey” fame, en-
gaged him to sing in her vaude-
vilie skits.

At 14, Willle's vocal chords
changod for the worse and hlx
fighting for the better, 50 he
boxing as & featherwelght when
hardly out of zhort pants. Before -
he was through, Lewis became a
fighter of internationa) renown,
tackled lightweights, seltors, mid-
diewelights and finslly heavy-
welghts with marked Sucoess, al-
though &t his peak he never scaled
more than 158, He stood only’ five
feet gight.

, always & gentlomsn and
& dude fighter of his period, orig-
‘nated the one-two punch, taught
Georges Carpenter to box, Carpoen-
Lier copled Lewis ’style, threw lis
explosive right hand precisely as
did Willie. Finally, the pupil prov-

Originated One-Two; Taught‘ Carpentier to Box

to become a natiogal idol.

Willie Lewis . . . choir to clout

become the Orchid Man,

ducking Tham, was knocked out

first with his famous one-two.
Few heavyweights Knocked down

ed Superior to the master when
they boxed 20 rounds in Paris,
May 22, 1 012, a halrline declsion
going to the youngster who was to

wasn't particular shout
opponents, took them on as they
¢ame. He tackled Sam Langford
as a welter when all othors were

in the second stanzs, but not until
be had dropped the Boston Tar
Baby for n count of nine in the

to wait until he got old and they
caught -up with him.
Two years following the Lang-

York.

Thorne, knocked out 8 half dozen

Lewis commuted between New
York and Paris, Six times he
visited the Fremch capital, stays:
lasting from one cngagement to
more than a year, Lewis and his
manager, Dan McKetrick, con-
tributed much to the devolopment

of boxing In France.

When the Selne overran its

| banks and created vast havee,

Lowis and McKetrick joinad res.
cue parties, donated generously
toward relief. They were deécora-
ted, hailed nati ly.

During Lewls' second sojourn ir
Paris stories of his tremendow
success lured Honey Mellody, for.
mer welter champion, into making
the trip in an effort to ateal some
of Willle's thunder. Melledy had
knocked out Lewis in four rounda.
This time it was Lewis' turn, and
Honey went out in four.

Lewis ongaged every headliner
with whom he could get on—Rufe
Turner, Willle Fitzgersld, KSd‘
Griffo, Martin Canole, Harry
Lewis, Billy Papke Stanley
Ketchel, Dixte Kid, Frank Klaus,
George (K. O.) Brown, Jeff Smith

= | and Mike Gibbons, to name a doz-

&n not previously mentioned,

Ketchel and Lewls became fast

friemds after the immortal Steve

Langford, and those who did had broke Willie's jaw, knocking him

out in the second round in New
Yorlk, May 27, 1810. He was shock-
od when Ketchel was shot and k-

ford match, Lewls took a six-/ed thé following October, stilltalks
round newspaper decision from|at length on his favorite fighter
the Illustrious Joe Gans in New|and subject

Leowis retired in 1915, now pre-

Handsome, dapper and debonalr,{sides at 8 bar opposite Madison
the blond, bluc-eyed Lewis was a Square garden, where he regales
spontaneous - hit when he arrived|customers with interesting fight
In Paris in 1908, He beat Jeff|tales

And Willle Lewis 1s ms mccom-

of Europe's best in succession, fi-|plished a story teller a2 he was a
nally flattened three in one nightifighter.
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Brown Didn't Look Like Great Fighter, But
You Never Could Tell Just Where He Was Looking

BY BILLY RO(HME
Fameus Referen

Towheaded, cross-eyed Vulnmlne :

Braun was the most naive and yet
dangerous little battler I ever saw.
Shooting from an unorthodox
southpaw stance, a3 Knockout
Brown ke pasted out many an ao-
complished boxer, bewildered and
outaustied two world champions—
Ad Wolgast and Abe Attell-nc.
cumulated a comfortable fortune
and retired practically unscathed
afler six fulsome years of cam-
pnigning among the best light-
welghts,

Valentine Braun, 53%, 133 In
best fighting trim, was born April
27, 1891, of German-American pars
ents in New York's seething east
side, cradle of many 8 great fistic
sisr. Because of his grotesquely

,|erossed eyes which made It im-

possible to tell which way be was
looking, other kids, with tradition-
al thoughtlossness, haxed )rou"\g
Braun, He was constantly fighting !

| his annoyers.

Practice made perfect and when
Valentine took Lo professional box-
ing at 17 he scored 20 knockouts |
n rapld succesalon and became
kKnown as Knockout Brown.

Knockout was the most decep-|
tive looking pugilisat the ring ever |
knew. With his shock of straw-|
colored halr, his llvely grin and
boyish countensnce he looked hlu-
anything but a fighter.

Brown met Ad Wolgsat, the llxm-
weight leader, in a six-rounder in
Philadelphia, Feb, 8, 19]1. Ad look- |
ed Inta Kayo's eyes, became so
buffled that in the fourth round,
when Brown sutaerad him with

clinch and snaried:
“"Why don't you hit where you
are Jooking?"
arlem Tommy Murphy at the
rlng.udo challenged the winner. So
Brown met Murphy in Harlem,

|

l(noe'kaut Brown was the most
& terrific left swing, he fell inlo 8 guoeptive looking fighter the ring

ever knew.

| May 25, 1611, This was their second

clash, the first having ended in &
draw. This time Knockout looked |3
at the southeast corner of ¢he ring

and knocked the Irishman into the
inorthwest in &0 seconds.

| *I thought he was looking the
other way," remarked Harlem
I Tommy when he came to,

£, Although he was never noted

for cleverness Brawn surprised the
italent and Abe Attell by complete-
{1y outpointing the featherweight
'champion in 10 hectle rounds at
the National Sporting club, New
York, Jan. 18, 1012, After the fight,
in which Abe seemed unable to
evade Brown's paralyzing left. At.
tell offered a unigue alibi.

“The kid just had me non-plussed,
that's all” he said.

Among other topnoteners who
feit the sting of Knockout's Jeft
were Fighting Dick Hytand, Matt
Wells, One Round Hogan, Matty

'Baldwin and Leach Cross

Leach was the firat ever to put
Kayo on the deck, in old Madison
Square Garden, June 3, 1912, Twice
Croas dropped Knockout, bul esch
time Brown rose before R count
could be started and at the finish
was giving a5 good as he received. .

Brown was a rousing little fight.’
er until he went to southern Callv
fornia in 1213 There all the uunr-‘
kraut and pigs' knucklss he had|
accumulated ganged wup on him!
and he blew up like a grapefrult,’
took on welght rapidly and lost|
speed just as fast,

Taking & fling in the 20-round)
game, he was knocked out by Joe!
Rivers in 10 rounds. He held Bud
Anderson even in 20 and then was
atopped by the Vancouvar, Wash,
belter in 15 rounds. Returning to
New York, he was stiffened Oy
Lesch Cross in six.

Brown refired early in 1914, is
now & well-to-do real estate owner
in Arlington, N, J.

Knockout Brown didn't look like

a fighter but you never could tell

where he was looking.
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Villa Popularized the Filipino Fighter and
He Died With His Boots On as Great Champion -

BY BILLIE ROCHE
Famous Referee .

Pancho Villa packed as ‘much
personality into his little brown
body as Jack Dempsey. The boy
who popularized the Filipino fight-
er was a little Manassa Man Maul-
er, a vicious, rip-snorting, hooker
who went 15 rounds at blinding
speed and finished apparently as
fresh as when he started.

A scant inch more than five feet,
weighing 109 pounds at his best,
with swarthy skin and coal black
hair sleeked straight back after
the fashion of a Hollywood sheik,
Pancho the Puncho looked more
like a doll than a fighter. But he
was built like a little Sandow, en-
dowed with amazing strength and
stamina.

Villa was the second fighter in
modern history to die at his zenith
while holding a world champion-
ship, the other being the ill-fated
middleweight Stanley Ketchel. Both
enjoyed the good things of life,
lived while they were on earth. |
" After winning the world fly-
weight crown by knocking out
Jimmy Wilde in the seventh round

at the Polo Grounds, June 18, 1923, |7
Villa took on heavier opponents,|:
among them Kid Williams, Bud |}

Taylor thrice, Jabez White and
other topnotchers, winding up with
Jimmy McLarnin in Oakland, Calif,,
July 4, 1925.

Villa never should have been per- |
mitted to go through with that|:

bout. Just prior to the encounter
he had a troublesome wisdom tooth

Pancho Villa . .

extracted. Complications developed!
and Pancho entered the ring a
very sick lad. For 10 gruelling

McLarnin.

The decision went to McLarnin.
Villa left the ring and returned
to the dentist’s chair, More teeth
were extracted and Pancho was

wild party which lasted several
days. The wounded jaw was for-
gotten, neglected. -Blood poisoning
set in. ) ;

Pancho, ordered to a hospital,
refused to go. The condition be-
came acute and he was rushed to
the operating table on which he
died, July 25, 1825. ;

Pancho Villa was born Aug. 1,
1901, at Iloilo, Philippine Islands.
At 18 he took the ring moniker
Pancho Villa, ‘waded through all
opposition in his-native land, win-
ning the flyweight and bantam-
weight championships of the Ori-
ent.

In 1922 Villa came tc America
and on Sept. 14 astounded fans by
knocking out Johnny Buff in 11
rounds for the flyweight cham-
pionship of America, losing it later
to Frankie Genaro, who outpointed
but couldn’t outfight him.

In seven years Villa fought 100
battles, won 70, 22 by knockouts,
boxed 21 no-decision bouts, four
draws and lost five times.

If Pancho Villa had a fault it
was that he was too game for his

own good.

rounds he waded into the heavier (

told to return next day for further |’
treatment. Instead he threw a|’

- L .
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Cross First to Draw Crowds
By Making Addicts Dislike Him:
Sneak Puncher Great Actor

Manag
Leach Cross made personal un-
popularity pay hand dividends.
He was the first boxer to draw
great crowds by making them dis-
like him.

Cross Jooked more like a casualty
than & prizefighter. Pale, skinny
and emaciated looking, he fooled

tator and opp alike into
thinking a stiff breeze would blow
him down and out.

At first the fans resented being
crossed by Cross, who disappointed
everybody but himself by winning.
They clamored for his dofest. Hy-
ery time ho fought the place was
| jammed with vengeful citizens who
attended only in hope of aeeing
him get his block knocked off, and
went away frustrated and angry
when be emerged the winner.

It didn't take the fans long to
veslize, however, that Cross al-
ways gave them a run for their
money, and that for or sagainst
him, he provided thrills either way.

Cross spent a couple of weeks
training in the Catskills for an
important fight. A wealthy cloak
and suiter happened to be stop-
ping at the same hotel. Upon hear-
ing that Cresa was a prizefighter,
the merchant guffawed.

“Him a fighter?" he cried, "why,
my neighbor in the city has & boy
who would kill him with & punch.”

“What's his name?™ asked Cross,
whose real name was Louis Wall-
ach,

"He's Hyman Wallach’s boy, and
ts he a fighter!™

The clothier mearly fainted when
told Cross was that boy, wouldnt
believe it until he saw Leachie
score & K, O. He became an ard-
enl rooter, brought business as-
soclates in such big groups that
they were known as Cross’ button-
hole-makers' brigade.

Croas became the fistlc inspira-
tion of New York's lower east side.

Leach Cross, 5-T7%, 135, was born
February 12, 1886, in Ridge Street,
in the heart of New York's teem-
ing tenement district. Unlike most
lads who entered the ring from the
neighborhood he was neither a
bully nor leader of a street gang.
he learned to fight protecting him-
seif from sattack by gangs on the

way to and from City College,
where ho received his education in
academics and dentistry.

Cross began fighting at elubs
near his home in order to gather
a little extra money. He knocked
out Bob Waters In his first fight
{in 1906 and fought nearly 200 fights
between then and 1921, meeting the
best, champlons and near cham-

iplons,

His toughest fight was with
Fighting Dick Hyland, who stop-
ped him in 41 rounds at Colma,
Calif. That cured him of 45 rounds.

Cross was a great actor in the

Leach Cross is a dentist who
never pulled his punches,

ring and this enabled him o Jand

many & sneak punch.

-Leach returned to dentistry,

went to Hollyweod, built a mag-

nificent apartment house, went

Leach Cross is back near his old
neighborhood in Now York success-
fully practicing dentistry,

He was & fighting dentist who
pever pulled his punches.

" Ritchie Got Bi

broke in the stock market crash. .

1
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BY BILLY ROCHE
Famous Referen
Willle Ritchie was the second
lightweight c¢hamplon in history
to win the title on a- foul, yot he
Was one of boxing’s gamest and
the mast persevering fighter I ever
saw,
I was in swaddling clothes when
Arthur Chambers won from Billy
Edwards at Squirrel Island, Can-

LRS- R

=s00

4, 1872,

Forty years later Ritchie took
the crown from Ad Wolgast when
the Cadillac Wildcat hit him low
in the 16th round at Daly City,
Calif, Nov. 28, 1912, Willie was

N

wabbling on the verge of 2 K. O.
when the foul occurred,

Geary Steffen, S-feot 61, 135,
was born Feb. 13, 181, jn San
Francisco of American parents.
He took the fighting name of Wil-
lie Ritchie, began in four-round
bouts at 18 in Jocal gyma, in which
he showed dogged tenacity,

Every time a lightweight battle
was staged, Ritchie climbed into
the ring and challenged the win-
ner, This became & standing joke
with the crowd which booed and
Jeered him.

Opportunity knocked when Ad
Wolgast, stricken on the eve of
battle with appendicitis, was un-

TN e Ay S e b

Tom McCarey In Loa Angeies, Nov.
11, 19013, Knowing Ritchie always
to be in shape, Packey McFarland,
for whom he was a sparring part-
ner, suggested ho be substituted,
Rltchie went on and though he
lost the decislon, stayed the Jimit,
20 rounds, gave Welsh a whale of
R battle,
Three months later Willis re-
pested his substituting act from
the sudience in Philadelphia, tal-
ing Packey McFarland’s place
against Young Erne, holding the
Quakertown lad even in & six.
round no-decision contest,
This paved the way for Willle’s
crack at Wolgast's crown Llhe fol-
lowing Thanksgiving Day. °
Armed with the title, Ritchie be-
gan to make it pay dividends, In
his first defense he took on the
toughest contender in sight, Mex|-
can Joe Rivers, who ¢xactly & year
previous had lost on @ mooted kayo
to Walgast in 13 bloody rounds
when each scored a knockdown and
Referee Jack Welsh lifted Ad and
counted out Rivers. Ritchie flatten-
ed the Mexican in 11 heats, July 4,
1013,

ada, on & foul in 25 rounds, Sept.||

able to fight Freddis Welsh for th

g Chance as Sub,
And Won Championship on Foul,
But He Was a Capable Stayer

’ .

winning hands down, had Walgast | i

Willie Ritchie was n persevering
© fighter.

After beating Leach Croas, Tom-
my hy and Charley White,
Ritchle again met Welsh. He made
e mistake, however, of fighting
in London and although Willle was
aggressor throughout, Welsh's
light-hitting, fancy tactics
earned him the decision, British
version—with it, of course, the
championship, i
Welsh refused to glve Ritchie a!
return shot at the ¢crown and when |
we entered World War I, Willie
became boxing imstructor at Camp
Lewis, Wash, He retumed to box
Benny Leonard eight rounds in
Newark, April 28, 1619, fought sav-
agely, but was so badly dattered
& second threw in the towe] 20 sec-
onds before the final bell
Willie mtem;;:mmd moyo?:
ago he was aj te ing in-
spector in Californis. He recently
charged politics and phenagling
had corrupted boxing in his bome
state, demanded an investigation,
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