Anartist

Del Flanagan was a master of eluswrn
during boxing’s heyday. The former St. Paul
resident still ranks No. 1 in victories by a
Minnesota profess-ional fighter.

BY JIM WELLS
s Wks e

Del Flansgap*as lhe conshm
mate boxer, so slick and elie
sive he eould fight 10 or 12 rounds?
without messing up his hair, a fact
documented by a 1954 Associated
Press photo of a fight against Allie
Gronik in Detroit.

Flanagan was a master of tim- .

ing, =0 quick and evasive inhis
prime he could stand direetly in
front of many opponents and they
couldn’t lay a glove on him.

Del Flanagan, in the estimation
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seen in countless American house-

SPOTLIGHT: Del Flanagan

of mare thanunebmdnghhoﬂ
was the last greal W"gﬁﬁ‘“‘ %

resident was among the very best
during boxing’s golden era, when
televised Friday night fights were

holds.

He was skilled enough to beat
several world champions and ex-
champions in nontitle fights dur-
ing a career that spanned three
decades, but he never got a title
shot. He won his first 52 profes-
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a respected boxing
for Ring Magazine for two decades.
In Flanagan was inducted

Flanagan, 75, is recuperating
Phoenix hospital from a heart attack he
suffered two weeks ago.

“He's improving. He's better,” said
his wife, Bev. - DS

WIFE STAYED HOME. . .

Del and Bev Flanagan have been
married for 53 years. They met on a
blind date in 1948 and were married
fwo years later, but Bey can’t comment
an a large part of her husband's career.
< "I never went to one of his fights"
she said. “I guess he considered it bad
tuck, but he didn't want me there,”

Jim Glancey has published a hating
newsletter from his St. Paul home for the
past decade, and operated a boxing gym
on the East Side for years. He recalls
munning into Del and his brother Glen,
who was the No. 2-ranked featherwelght
in the world at one time, more than once
at a bar near White Bear Lake,

“Any time we wanted action, we'd
g0 out there. It was worth a price of
admission,” Glancey recalled. “The
tough street fighters were always try-
ing to prove they could beat the boxers,
and it was common o see a fight in the
parking lot as the night wore on. The
Flanagans never backed down from
anyone.”

Unlike Del, a master boxer, Glen was
a puncher who fought Tommv Calling

| years and several pounds later won the
i light heavyweight title.

PRAISE FROM HISTORIAN

Hank Kaplan, widely thought of as
the foremost boxing historian in the
United States, thought highly of the St.
Paul fighter. “He_tnld me that if Del
were fighting today, he would hold
every title in bis weight divisions,”
Blair said,

Flanagan's reflexes were a bi
of his style. S

“A lot of guys talk about timing, but
they never really learn what it is,” said
Del Bravo, who trained amateur and
professional boxers in St. Paul for more
than 20 years. “T would say that Del
Flanagan was a master. '

As a fighter himself, Bravo frequent-

Ilytrainedinmesamegymasﬂm
| and recalled his skills “He was never
| off-balance, always in control,” Bravo
!said “No matter what position he
wound up in, he could hit you, You did-
't want to make a mistake with him, or
| you paid.”

Virgil Aikins was the reigning world
welterweight champlon in 1958 when
he fought Flanagan at the St Paul
Auditorium.

recalled, “Aikins could never set him-

self to punch, and he conldn't hit Del.”

gan!twaz'.maartyt!:e@unnem’hen Flana-
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o fought ; champion
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afterward.
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= could really rally. He was very

his father,
St. Paul gyms
Flanagan

Y
wouldn't hit him again,” Evans said. “He
had the greatest left jab. If he hit you
with one jab, he'd hit you with four™

ONCE RANKED NO. 2
Flanagan cracked the world ratings
as a lightweight in April 1949 and for
the last time in October 1369, He was
ranked as high as No. 2 as a welter-

Flanagan was at his best in the light-
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although many of the middleweights,
such as Giardello, were too big and
Strong for him.

Flanagan regularly drew crowds of
5,500 to 6,000 fans to the St. Paul Audito-
rium. “St. Paul was looked upon as one
of the top five fight centers in the coun-
trv at the time,” Blair said.

Flanagan'lost to lightweight cham-
pion Jimmy Carter on a TKO on Aug. 2,
1551, when his shoulder gave out and
he was unable to come out for the sev-
enth round. Flanagan was leading on
all of the judges’ scorecards at the time.

That incident served as sort of a
metaphor for Flanagan's career. He
flirted with greatness and could fight
with champions, but he never got the
opportunity to become one.

That is Blair’s first thought whenev-
er he recalls the St. Paul boxer.

“He was a great fighter who should
have been a champion,"” Blair said.




and quickness,

to ) % d
him in title bouts, and he retired in . preumonia, saldnanagan‘s

1964 with a record of 105 wins, 22 loss- -+ wite of 53 years, Bev.
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SATURDAY, _dieweight during Flanagan's
DECEMBER 27, World Boxing Hall of Fame

£ “T asked Art if he had ever

2002 fought Del,” Nelson recalled.

“And he told me that be didn't

e— . want to fight him, that Del was
simply too fast for him.”

Flanagan fought during the

were televised through the
US. and competition was
+  “It was an exciting time. It

boxer er,” Kaehn
said. "He had the typical Irish

didnt want to bang up his
hands. So he utilized his skills.
That's how smart he was.”

A feature article about
Flanagan's career appeared in
Friday's Ploneer Press. “It's so
ironic,” Bev Flanagan said. “T
guess Del went out the same
way he lived life — with a
bang.”

Jim Wells can be reached at
Jjwellsgpioneerpress.com.




