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Gearge Godirey, “Champion of the Mammoih
Class,”” os be loohs i Kghiing moad.
ELL. boys, yours truly just made a raid out

to Leiperville )\uudny for the sole and ex-

press purpose of getting a real close squmt at
this man-mountain, Godfrey, and. the positive low-
down on what he possesses in the line of d.mgurou\
goods to the boxing racket. 1 had seen him in several
of his matches and had obtained plenty of expert in
side scuff on him regarding all his most important
scraps—Sharkey, Uzendun, Risko Renault., Wiggins,
Clem Johnson, “Tham' Langford, and
so on—and was all cocked and primed
to give the genial husky a close once over,

“Mistah Jim,”” meaning Jimmy
Dougherty, the Baron of Leiperville,

who manages the affairs of Godfrey and
several orher bays, was conspicuous by
his absence during the visit, he being very
busy at a lirele tere-a-tete with the mem-
of the Pennsy commission at the
time. Therefore, the info obtained was
given solely by the gladiator, himself.
There was none of the polysyllabic stuff
vsually od out in interviews by pugs
remain as mum as a knot on a log
and do their speaking through the
mouths of their managers, and who do
not undcrstand one-tenth of what has
been said after it is 2ll over.

Anyway. the big boy reported in
rrunks and shoes as if ready for a work-
out. and he got it—mentally. What—
when — where — who — question afeer
question was ficed at him, and just as
rapidly were his answers returned, prov-
ing that wirhin thatr massive head of his
is a brain which matches in wisdom
the strength of the mighty bedy which
supports it,
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What About

Gc’orge Godfrey? &

COLORED HEAVYWEIGHT IS A RE/

FOR TUNNEY'S VACANT TITLE
HE HAS THE QUALITIES A
CHAMPION NEEDS

(. -

By ROBERT JONES

F, T—

To begin with, I learned that Feas Smith Willlams
as Uncle Sam knew him. was born in Mobile 30 years
ago, but that he was raised in Chicago from his sev-
enth year. It also developed that the said F. S, W
did his steffl for the Navy four years in his younger
days and later for the Army eighteen months to the
end of the wae, as per certain documents exhibited by
the party interviewed. Furthermore, during the thirty
years of his life Feas Smith Williams has done much
traveling here and there—North and South, East and
West. ‘Frisco and Old Orchard, Me.. Chicage and
New Orleans rolled casily and familiarly from his
tongue from time to time, They are all
f.xmlh.!r places 10 him. And with the
telling of his travels and experiences he
told also of his carcer as a fighter, of
many things which have never been pub
lished about him, of his hopes for the
future and of the reasoning upon which
he bases those ‘mpu He made n‘)\;'r\':.
tions on life and m-my, and his obse

vations were wise and good.

Where did he start boxing?
Orleans while he was yer young

In New
(he i

)

sauntered down there from Chicago
when bhe became fifteen or so) the big
colored boy first started slingiag leather

around the smaller clubs, Then he tried
the game in Memphis, l’u.uu‘l Gulf
port, Mobile—anywhere he k
up a few bucks on the side to augmeatr
his income as a husky .l‘.f‘.-_!._\
But this boxing was done purely
as a side 155ue.

“It wuwz in while 1
wu'kin® in the shipya'd that 1 had mah
fus' impawrtunt fight,” said big George
in his peculiar style of talking. Travel
ing as he has throughout all ppgts of the
country he has acquired an act¥nt all bis
own: One minute he speaks exactly like

couid
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WHAT ABOUT GEORGE GODFEREY? 15

rosrdent of thw North, pronouncing cvery word
"( arly and correctly: the next, he becomes a visiter
fr‘\,.“ the South and nlh pmm., as do the colorad
e theo nme. however, he
mises by using a sort of katf-North, half-Souh
wcech, sc that his bearess have a hard time deciding
whar has been bis “raising.”
inuing hus story of his fiese “big!' scrap. he
w lnl\ mem red in :h‘. twilu >h-3p ut' a

Most of the “com

"r

just
Cont

a u'hur \‘-\U lh\n was .1..->llu mex -..JI

Eddi¢ Singleton, working in the same shop.
‘n\{ the question s0on arose as 1o which was t]h berter
nan. 1he employees of rhe yard made up
cized pot of money and the two big busters went at
cach other, Margquis of Queensbury rules. The Single-
ton boy rushed outr and caughe George a whack in the
chest. George backed up a step. then came in wath
evervehing he had in a right to the jaw. The blow
fanded and broke the recipient’s jaw in two places,
ending the fight in less than a minute, The purse
George collected was several hundred dollars; not bad,
so he thought, for a single minute of a sixteen-year-
old boy's time.

That. says Godfrey, was his first important fight
in that it showed him the possibilities of financial suc-
cess in the ring: but his real career as a fighter did not
begin until after the war. The beginning of the story
ties in a military cantonment in Alabama where
George had been put over a bunch of dusky boys as
boxing instructor. One day Sam Langford came
through, saw the big instructor, and was favorably
impressed. Giving bim his card, "Tham" told George
to hunt him up in Chicago after the war, and he
would make a fighter of him. This George did, and
for some time he took lessons—and
punishment—from the “Boston Tar
Baby" in the latter's gym in the windy
city, When George improved sufficient-
ly Sam began sending bhim arcund to
do bhis stuff in various places, and since
that nme Gedfrey has devoted himself
almost entirely to the fight game, and
his fights are without number or rec-
ord. He has fought all who were will-
ing to oppose him, and some of them
he faced several times, Sam Langford,
for ‘instance. squared off against the
present  heavyweight contender about
cleven times, winaing about three, los-
ing about four, and drawing the rest.

Once, while George was still new to
game. he mer Langford in Coving-
ton, l\_v.. and. thinking the time ripe to
establish himself in the fight game, he
stepped right out at the bell to finish
“Tham." Really, George was just a
big, green boy, and when Langford saw
what he was up to. the “Tar Baby"
knocked him out in a hurry, "jes to
show you nor to git sma't wif yo' bet-
tahs.'” as he confided to Godfrey after
the fight. Time was telling on Sam,
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finally stopped the veteran in three rounds in Burton,
lowa, but none of their matches really showed the
twa in fair comparison, for Langford was far past
his prime, while Godfrey was stll ¢climbing

Speaking of his bouts with “Tham,"” George says
that the Boston Tar Baby hit him the hardest sock
he ever received, a rerrific punch on the left eye. The
immediate result was a closed optic and a blinded
“Gawge,” whom Langford proceeded
to trim mest beantifully. Dempsey, for
whom George served as sparring part-
ner prior to his bouts with Gibbons
and Firpo, aiso cracked him some aw-
ful punches. says Godfrey. He consid-
ers Dempsey the best fighter he ever
knew. and Jack Jcohnson. with whom
he trained at Columbus, Ohio. some
eight years ago just afree Jack had been
relcased from Leavenworth. as the best
boxer.

It was shortly after this. and while
George was still new ta the game, thac

he lost a boot to Jack Renault, the
Canadian. Jack was about the first

white man George ever foughr. and the
dusky boy seffered from stage fright
and so on. Anyway, he did not try to
damage his opponent! while, on the
other hand. Renault did not do much
Bavee with him. But in the eleventh
round of the scheduled rwelve-round
fight the referec gave the battle to Ren-
ault on a techaical kayo, for 29 the
loser bad not even been sent to the can-
vas. George has since overcome his
timidity about lnmng opp\ments as

size of his
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{Continued from Page 15)

any who have faced him in recont years
will testdy.

Returning to the subject of Langford,
Godfrey said that Sam did him more dam-
ag: with one punch than any fghrer he
ever faced. It was in anc of their numer-
ok e¢ngagements that the Tac Baby landed
a left 70 the mouth, driving Ceorge's lower
hp about his upper fecth and cutting it
severely. He also did sufficient other dam-
age with other blows ta bring Godfrey to
v that this ten-round meesing was the
wogst trimming he ever received, and that
as a result of it he returned to Chicago to
live for a week on such food as couid be
takett through a steaw.

Witk perfect frankness and clearness of
deail “'Big Gawge” told of the reverses he
hos suffered. and it was in the same style
that he told of his successes and of
opinions of other fighters, The hardest
blow he ever landed on a2 man. he says,
was the punch with which be kayoed Jim
Malone, Malone was keocked into the
ropes, Whercupon George pulled bim for-
ward to fnish him with asother punch,
But be saw that his foe was out, so he
teleased bim and allowed him to fall to
the floar where be lay as if dead. Jim was
very thoroughly out for some time.

Among the men ag¥nst whom he must
make his race for the world's title be con-
siders Sharkey the most dangerous and the
best of the for. Bur docs e have any fears
of meeting Jack in the ring? Not so you
can tell i, and having met the Boston
wrapper onco—he was brave ¢nough to do
it in Baston. where the papers gave him
the nod while the referee gave it to the
silor—he knows plenty about the "Log—
Lith” and his shottcomings.

“If Sharkey finds bis man (Loughran,
f'rinstance) <an’t bure him, then that man
is sho' gonna take a beatin.” But if 3 man
belts that Sharkey a few good ones ‘round
de body—oh, boy, be sho” doa't like 'em
theee! His head i1s awful hard an' be G
take plenty punishment on it bur I know
what I'm sayin'—he don't like ‘em in de
middle. Now, when [ wuz fghtin' him,
ev'ey time 1 thumped his stomach one he
would grunt loud. An' if I can ever get
thar mana in de ging agin, even in Boston
town—uwell, that 'ud be jes' too good to
e teue!”

George has been asseciated with moet of
the great lights in professional boxing,
cithee as opponent or sparring partper, and
e has also become acquainted with many
lwadline wrestlees, And the movie stars—
did you see "Old Tronsdes?” Well, George
is the genial cook wha did so much good
work in the melees, and be Bad a similar
tole in "“Sea Fury,” This being bur 2
small part of his movie work. it is easily
understood that “Gawge'” must be at home
before the “Kliegs” Incidencally. it was
while working fore the cameras that
George became acquainted with the flying
machine business. Ewery day the producer,
James Cruze, and a pumber of the actors
commuted from the mainland to the sceme
of the picture_out on Catalina Island via
fiying boor, The sensation was strictly
okeh, opined George, but be has an awer-
sion 10 risking his neck on “these hoh
flyin' machines wit® wheels." :

One thing which has been troubling the
sport wotld for some time is the why and
wherefore of the fact that Gedfrey was

from remaining within theie limis zfu:r‘

dark. due to the [acr that theee are so

many British subjects who are inclined 0]

Murry and Gt Yours

trouble and do wonderful things with
hnives, then beat it for their home islands
where they are hard to apprebend. Thus
by kecping all colered people away at
mght time the citics conceened avoid a
heap of trouble with the specific disturbers
in qaestion, even thongh the ruling works
fardship upen many 2 peaceful American
citizen. In spite of that situation and
ruling, however, we think that it wounld
have been proper for George to bave been
extended 2 special dispensition from the
nabob dowa theee ta permit bim to view
the fight. But br wase'r, and it's all over
now. and. anyway. George, you didn't
miss such a whale of a hghr.

For the past six years George has been
under the management of Jimmy Dough-
vrty. the “Baroa of Leiperville” who has
been bringing him along to the tune of
much fear and trepidation on the part
of the rest of the heavy fighrers. And as
no stary on George would be complers
without a few words from the Baron [
made it my business to look him up after
having finished with his fighter,

"1 “suppose.’' said the Baron, “that
George has given you about all the dope
you want on his record. so T will just say
a few words about him persosally a5 T
have kpown him for six years. First of
all, 1 wast to say thas be iz honorable,
trustworthy, bonest and good-natered,
loves everybody. and children most of all,
Well do [ remember an event thac occurred
while he was traniing for his fight with
Risko last year. A large delegation of New
York mcwspapermen and photographers
came over to see him train one afternoon,
but no George showed up. 1 was com-
pletely put out and was at a loss as to
where to search for him. Finally. though,
about six a'clock two little girls came over
from a mncighbors to report that George
had been bost to a bunch of children ar a
cireus that aftermoon in Chester. and that
be bad wound up the day with seventeen

rides on the hobby horses. he with his two | man

hundred and fifty pounds of bulk leading
the procession each time

“He is single. not a drinker or gambler,
but he is always “busted.” He has no sins
of the valuation of money, and when he
has it. it flows frecly. He delighes in rak«

dng a big bunch of his friends to a hotel

for a banguet. then to the best show in
town, and footing the entire Wall, h mself.

“Like the late “Tiger Flowers, George
is religiously inclined and makes heavy
contributions te variows church bodies. He
delights, also, in being present at religious
conferences and mestings.

"People everywhere who know sports
agree with me that Godfrey is the best
heavy in the game. and it is only the fear
and reluctance of other fighters 1o meet him
that keeps him from pinins his rightful
tecognition universally.”

Another interesting yarm Mr, Dougherty
told about George concerns one of the big
boy's namerous trips 1o the coast. During
the first month he was in that section bis
telephone bill amounted to $850 er so,
thanks 1o numercus cailz from his home
(L.os Angeles) rte friends in New York
and otber eastern points. At the time
George was & ber short financially, and the
selephone company bad to wait until he
fought again to collect. George bad to
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tween Godfrey and Renaule, stating that
Renault was not a sufficiently capable op-
ponent and advising that a2 Godfrey bout
would by permitied only with such men as
Decmpsey. Schmeling. Sharkey. or Uzcadun.

"This,” bemoancd “Gawge." jes
abour shuts me out of Pinnsylvaca. Ev'ry
body knows Schmceling & way wo lircle
fo' me. and the other theee bave refused
big money alicady ta give me 2 chaace at
‘em.  An' even if they wuz kinda willin'
ile¥'d want more money than any Penn.
sylvania promomnab could affo’'d to pay. Jes'
Slum T'it bave to do my fightin' somewhere
clse.

“But T do think it's kinda unfair. all
that. Wien de big guns won't fight me
for any price they oughe to let the smaller
fellabs make a lirtle money tryia’ againg'
me.

g

"Cos T malize I'm gontin® older >

time, and the other borf know it :oa‘.“ag?
I have found during the last three yeahs
that nobody can burt me and | know | cn
lick any man in de fight game. and I be-
long to be champion. But 1 know they
are afraid of me now and are waitin' and
hopin' 'gainst some time when 1 get oldes:
then tHey'll all e wantin® to take a thump
at me, bke they treated some of the good
<olored Bghters of old times like Langford
and Wills.
. Yessuh. I oughr to be champion, and
if [ wuz champion ['d still be & same old
Gawge t¢ my friends and everybody. 1'd
be a credit 10 my race and would make my-
welf liked by the white perople, I'd be a
gentleman and know my place, an” 1'd be
3 fightin® champion what'ud be a credic 10
the fight game.'’

—_0

The Bloody

know about the "“White Hope™ era. The
black man was so unpopular as ¢hampion
that fight fans throoghout the world
started 2 clamor for a white man to cone
and bring the crown back ro the white
folk, Some even went as far as belicving
that the badly beaten Jeffries conld still
reteicve his lost laprels in a reruen maich
with the black man.

Jefleics himself shawed very lircle de-
wire, however, to mawch his ability and
steengeh again with Johnmon, The colored
champion folt coafdent of his ewn ability
to take the measure of the boilermaker any
time be wanted to. and declared b msif
willing 1o give his victim a recurn fight if
be w0 desired,

Bur just as today, the beavyweight ranks
then were devoid of good championship
timber. The best man fighting then was
Al Kaufmonn. who later made quite a
pame for himself. Al was rally the first
“white hope” candidate.  He challeaged
Johnson immediately after the Reno fighr,
and his challeage inaugurated the long
“white hope” campaign to dethrone the
black man.

In chis respect it is interesting fo mote
that Johnson himself <oined the "white
hope” phrase when he stared in 2 pewse
paper interview;

‘Al Kaofmann is now the white man's

hope,” bhe smid. “Kaofmans & the best
man in the world over the 45-round
route.””

Aftermath of the July Battle

{Continued from Puge 31)

The desire to weese che title from “Li')
Acthur” was so scrong at the time that
even wrestlers were urged to turmn to the
boxiang ting in defense of the white race.

Frank Gotch, world's champion wrestier
at the time. really deseried the wrestling
game and started to train as 3 boxer. In
wining the ranks of the "white hopes” he
engaged James J. Corbert, the former
workd’s hesveweight champ, fo trin him
in the arts of ring taccics and technigue,
But the wrstling champion never made
moch progress as a boxer, If memory serves
us right be was knocked oumt or badly de-
feated in bis fest fight and gave up hope
of ever becomving a fighter. The eyes of
the boxing world were then turned tc
Avstralia, where Bill Lang was bowling
them over.

He¢ was imported into this countey and
=t to train and advances were made 1o
obrain 2 march for him with the colord
champ, But his fighter from the Anti-
podes made a miserable showing in his first
few fights bere with third raters and be
was definitely counted ont ag the “white
man's hope.”

Things looked precty black for boxirg
in the winter of 1910. Beset by enem es
from all sides, the few friends the game
still bad. set out in exemest to save the
game im this country. The hunt for a
“white hope'' took on even wider pro-
portions. This we will discess in our aexc
chapter on the heavyweights,

The Game of Spills and Splinters

{Continued from Page 21)

have the speed to deive himmli over a
short space. but be may not have the phys-
ical endurance to last six comtinuwous days
of tacing. E

“Spencer is the oae exception, but he
is able to do both due to the facx thar he
sprints differencly than any other rider.
Most of the sprinters make their sprints
short and snappy: Spencer makes his sprint
a long. steady one without a let down. In
other words, he utilizes his endurance in

the sprints.’

"“yho were some of the grear six-day
riders that you have seen?”™

“Possibly the greatest of all the six-day
men | have sen was Jackie Clarke. He

the long grind the name of Alfred Goullet
cannot be lefr out. AIf could sure =tand
up well over the stretch. i

“'] think the best of the lot today s
Reggie McNamara of Auwstralia.  Reggie,
more than any other one rider, to me per-
sonifies the qualities you need to be 3 great
rider. He bas had enough accidents to have
killed an ordinary man. yet he is out day
after day burning up the teack. Just for
the ke of making an inmur'msiomt I
will give you a short resume ofdwhat he
has gene through. He has had a broken
jaw, a fractured skull, 3 brokes arm, an
appendiaitis operation, and only last sum-
mer was in an au!omLobik accident and re-
—tiaod tal —— -l —
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