
IBRO’s Dwaine Simpson
for the record …

DS Cogswell

Every era in boxing reflects both the socioeconomic world in which it dwells, as well as the resources of its 
immediate past. The latter 50s and the early 60s, still rich in accomplished teachers, trainers and fighters, was 
no exception. IBRO’s Dwaine Simpson fought 142 bouts in that period of time, nearly exclusively in the state of 
Florida. Dwaine, however, plied his trade in a half-recognized twilight that bordered on indentured servitude. 
This too was part of that boxing era’s environment as well. 

His biographical book, Mr. Calamity, is a frank and humorous chronology of 
those experiences. Included below are some of the documents of his journey, 
important archives of bygone times, preserved here in the IBRO Journal.

Dwaine was a self-taught pugilist. 

From movies and boxing against my brother and other kids from the neighbor-
hood. I had 11 amateur bouts over a one year period. Three rounders paid $3, $5 
for the main event. 

The promoter of these amateur shows, as well as the AAU and Golden Gloves, 
was Dick Lee. About 40 of the fighters in Dwaine’s circle would be signed to 
professional contracts by Lee. Major Peoples of the Biscayne Arena would be 
their promoter. How did this come about?

Peoples needed fighters to fill out his weekly boxing shows but the big payoff 
would come from the IBC. Simpson’s recollection of the talk between Lee and 
Peoples went something like this:

P: I got a call from Jim Norris of the IBC. They need 1200 fighters for their televised shows. They’ll pay $10,000 for 
the contract of any fighter we refer to them and they accept. 

L: Ten grand! Ya could buy a nice house with that.

P: Are there enough fighters around here that could be promoted and possibly sold to the IBC?

L: Absolutely! I got a list of 50 who’ve fought in my amateur shows at the Moose Lodge.

(from Mr. Calamity)

Lee’s share would be $100 a week, plus a split from purse deductions and any sales to the IBC. Peoples paid $40 
for a 4 rounder, $60 for a 6, same as his rival, Chris Dundee.

Lee was confident it would take a month to sign the needed fighters. The terms were an exclusive contract for 10 
years for $500 a year. Dwaine worked for the City of Opa-Locka, Florida, for $47 a week. With a wife and kids, he 
signed for the extra $10 a week. 

Dwaine’s recollections of the venues they would fight in included:
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Miami Beach Convention Center
Miami Beach Auditorium (now the Jackie Gleason Auditorium)
Little River Auditorium 7505 NE 2nd Avenue, Miami, FL TU5-3493
(Once a week for 7 years)
Biscayne Arena (Major Peoples Home Base) 850 NW 23rd St. Miami, FL
Pan Am Arena 420 SW 8th St., Miami. (once a week for 2 years)
Bayfront Auditorium 301 Biscayne Blvd, Miami
Jerry White’s Magic City 224 SW 6th St. Miami
Ft Lauderdale War Memorial Auditorium 800 NE 8th St. Ft. Laud.
Dinner Key Marina Auditorium SW 27th Avenue Brickle Road
Homestead Auditorium
Key West Dog Track
West Palm Beach Auditorium
Melbourne (A Dundee promotion. Chris didn’t want to pay Dwaine, after he was flipped on his back and hurt by 
his opponent. Ruled a no contest) 
Orlando Sport-atorium (rodeo facility)

To keep his stable of fighters busy, paying their keep (and more), Lee contrived a boxing traveling road caravan. 
Lee would put on the whole show, with a ring, boxers, judges, a referee, and corner men for $400. 

A local nurse or doctor would check blood pressure. We would take 2 or 3 cars, and a truck for the ring. It would all 
be done on the same day. Put up the ring, fight, and and take down the ring, then drive home, sometimes arriving at 
3 or 4AM. Running off the road asleep was not uncommon. We got $20 for a 4-rounder, $30 for a 6, and $40 for 8. 
(Ibid.)

All rounds were for 2 minutes. Twenty-eight rounds of boxing were scheduled. 

On 10 occasions I fought the first 4-rounder against a teammate and a last 4-rounder against a local toughman. I 
was 140 lbs. up against a local at 180. They would run out of gas in about 2 rounds. (ibid.)

Dwaine’s traveling road show Florida venues included:

Dade County Armory 2728 NW 7th Ave. Miami
Hialeah Municipal Auditorium 4700 Palm Ave. Hialeah (tried to run once a week for a year)
North Miami Boxing Club Carpenters’ Hall 131 St. and NE 6th Ave. North Miami (ditto weekly for a year)
Biscayne Boxing Club 3400 NW 1st St. Miami (Dick Lee’s HQ)
Ft Lauderdale Arena 2555 NW 137th Way Ft. Laud.
Hollywood Sports - Autorium Hollywood Blvd & Highway 27. (Broward Co.)
City of Surfside Rec. Bldg. (one show, 5 4-rounders - 
this is where Liston trained for the Clay fight)
Dade County Auditorium NW 28th Ave & Flagler St.
Lakeworth (Johnny O’Brian promotion)
Coco Beach
Westchester Shopping Center (4 shows) US #1 (1st 
time I boxed twice in a show, made $40 instead of 
$20)
The Palace (Bar in Liberty City, Miami) Near 75th St 
& NW 22 ave. Once a week for a year. Very dangerous 
area -no socializing for boxers.
Sir John Hotel (Club Night Beat) Top Black Hotel, Hialeah Municipal Auditorium
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downtown Miami. (one show a week for a year)
Bunch Park Shopping Center Opa-Locka. 22nd Ave & NW 156 St. Old movie house.
Opa-Locka Optimist Club (2 shows) Sharazad Blvd & Fisherman St.
City of South Miami Park - Rec. Center (one show)
Four shows off US 1. Al Netlow’s Lounge in Perrine, FL.  A friend of Dick Lee. Netlow was a former ranked box-
er, KO’d by Sugar Ray Robinson 12-14-42. No address, building torn down. Netow’s close friend, Rocky Marcia-
no, refereed my fight with ex-con Charlie Allen. He weighed 160 lbs. I weighed 145. Rocky about 250. The next 
time I saw him he was down to 195 for the computer fight with Ali.
Tampa (5 shows)
Gainesville (4 shows - old movie house)
Jacksonville (4 shows)
Jacksonville Beach (2 shows)
Tallahassee (one show)
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church Opa-Locka

Clubs that sponsored the traveling boxing caravan:

VFW
American Legion
A lot of Optimist Clubs
Many Police Athletic Clubs
Rotary Clubs
Dade County Fraternal Order of Police 151st St & NW 
27th Ave. Later PBA @ South & Highway 75.
Shriners
Many other clubs who sponsored juvenile football, basketball, baseball, etc. 

One stablemate of mine, Billy Hall, I fought 5 times. About 5 others I fought 3 or 4 times 
each. In a Hollywood, FL show Dick Lee tried to get me to fight a 17-year old pro who 
stood 6’2” and weighed 165. I said are you crazy. His name was Tony Alongi. (ibid.)

Dwaine fought 5 bouts in 10 days, winning them all, and grossing $120. After deduc-
tions he netted less than $60. The Miami Beach Commission suspended him for 10 
days, due to “fighting too many times within a short period.”

Appropriately for an era controlled largely by organized crime out of the IBC, the Little 
River venue experienced mob infiltration in a betting scam run through a kid’s ice 
cream promotion. As with much of the above, Dwaine supplies always self-effacing and 
humorous anecdotal evidence.

I had an excellent record but not against good fighters, unless you think Goldie Locks, 
Little Red Riding Hood, and Snow White and the 7 Dwarves are tough. (ibid.) 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

New Pro 1956
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Dwaine signed an identical contract the same day with Dick Lee, who supplanted Major 
Peoples as the contractual promoter
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On the left are 17 members of the boxing caravan. On the right Dwaine’s breakdown 
of his purse, netting a bit over 50%.
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Pitching the Boxing Caravan
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