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Two years ago, a 10ft high bronze statue of Monaghan, stripped for fighting but holding
a mike as he sings 'Irish Eyes are Smiling', was erected in Cathedral Gardens, in Belfast
city center, close to where he grew up. Among those at the unveiling was former WBA
and IBF titleholder Carl Frampton, who observed: 'Rinty inspired generations of Belfast
boxers. When he was world champion there was only one and everyone knew him. Now
boxing is full of alphabet titles and no one knows who the world champion is.' 7/25/2017


