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¥arch 1st, 1922

¥re. Jdo L. Livinzsion, Se
lontane Stats Athletic 2
Butte, ¥ontansa

Co
ss'n.,

Deegr Kr., Livingston:-

#ith the filing of the
Inspector's report on our beoxing card cf Fet,
27th, I wish to file zn official report on
the zction of Gsorge Gilstrap, on=z of.the
perticipants in the mein event.

T?roughout ths bout
Gilstrap was cautionei by the referee, kr.

Ll. Yettler, znd zlso by one of the judges
through the referee, a*ainSu his clinckes,
herging on, and unclean breaks. Presumnzdly
it was his indifference to thess warnings
whick czused tre judges and the referee to
give the decision to his copponent, Telter
Cleghorn. After the decision hac been mszde
and Referee Mettler held up Cleghorn's hand
as the winner, everybody prepared to retire ss
ususl. Gilstrap stepped out of ths ring as
though he wes going to his dressing room, but
insteed of doing so, called Referee Mettler by
a vile name and mede a sling &t him landing &
blow on the jaw according to Nettler. VNettler
in his surprise attempted to run off the stzge,
but Gilstrazp followed him and zttempted to
deliver two or three more blows. Xettler then
naturslly becsme angry znd would heve defended
himself hed it not been for the interference of
officers and some of the crowd. Gilstrsp was
arrested and taken to the Police Station for e
short time, but was relessed undexr instructions
to srpser the next morring on s charge of assault,
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Lccording to the teners
Referee Vettler refused to bring cherges
ageinst Gilstrep and the case was dropped,
¥ettler feeling thet proper disciplinery
ection would te tzken by the Commission
sgalinst the fighter.

¥r. Dan Tracy asked e
to report the trensaction to you in the form
of a formsel complsint so that the metter counld
e properly trought before the Commission,
Since Nr. Tracy was 2 witness to the proceeding
he will be gble to furnish any further details
vhich may be deermed necessary for this disci-
plinary action.

I do not know if it is
within my jurisdiction tc mzke suggestiorns
<r recommendations, but I cannot refrain from
expressing & hope that Gilstrap will be sus-
pended for a considerable period of time on
aeccount of the unsportsmern ettitude which he
displayed. I might add that the audience was
very proncunced in its feeling ageinst Gilstrap's
tactics throughout the fight and much more so
concerning his attack on Kettler after the fight.

,l
Ycurs veryntruly,

e

E.Davidson:.JD.
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American Legion Athletic Association
Great Falls Post No. 3

Loy J. Molumby, Pres,
Frank P. Gault, Sec’y-Treas.

GREAT FALLS, MONTANA
March 2, 1929

J. A. Livinzston
Box 509
Butte, ¥ontana

¥y dear Livinzston:

I am herewith inclosinz to vou revort of our last boxing show
end due to the inclerent weatker and the hezvy snow f211 which
ve have had, our attendance was not what we had exoected.

I wish to call to your attention at this time the unsportsman-
like conduct which Georze Gilstrap illustrated during .his bout
here with Walter Cleghorn, February 27, 1922. Yo:doubt you hav:
received the report of Mr. Harry Davidson regardinz this matter.
The fzcts in this case are as this, that after the main event
was over with, between Georze Gllstrav and Walter Cleghorn and
the two judges and referee had rendered their decision, George
Gilstrap steoped out of the rinz and called Al Mettler, our
referee, a profane name and chasing ¥r. Mettler and coming close
to ¥r. Mettler hit hims I was close to the ring and I went over
and grabbed a hold of George Gilestrap and glong with some others
beloved pull kim away. Such behavior and conduct on the part

of George Gilstrap, boxer, should not be overlookied and I feel
that the Commission ®hould enforce a venalty againet him, sus-
pending George Gilstrap's boxing for a veriod of time as they
deem fit a2nd the circumetances ~f thie case.

Yours truly,

¥DG: 1 XM?)%M
Incl. /?




FRANK P, GAULT

ATTORNEY AT LAW
407 FIRST NATIOKAL BANK BLDG.
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA

March 29,1229

J.&. Livingset
Sec. M. S. A. C.
Butte, ¥-ntanza

My dear Ljvinzeton:

Your letter hszs been received and I will have ¥r. Kettler
write you a statement on the Silstravp-£leghorn fight. I
wrote Mr. Gilstrao several dazys ago st=ztinz thst his lic-
enee hgd exvired and that at the time he boxed ii wzs my
impression fror him th2t kis license wes up to dzte. How-
ever if he will not send t2is in I will forward you our
crteck tc tzke care of thie, 28 I feel it is entirely my
fzulit. As far as I am concerned I do not want 10 have
arytting more to do witk Gilstrap and I do not care to
have his presence around me. With best wishes, I amn

Youre very truly,

JMW
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COMMISSIONERS:

JoE L. MARKHAM, CHAIRMAN, BUTTE
KIRBEY HOON. HELENA
DAN TRACY, GREAT FaLLS

MONTANA STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

Great Falls, Mont.,3/12/29.

Mr, J., A. Livingston,
Box 5C¢,
bytte, liont.

Desr Al:

A few of the american Legion called on me at my office this
morning and asked me if I had heard anything from you in re-
gard to the complaint that they had sent to you some time aro
in regzrd to the uniortunate affair that happened at their
last boxing card in Great Falls and I informed them that I
had not heard from you wp to date but that I would surely
hesr from you before long. Now Al, I understand thzt Joe
Karkham is east at the present time but I wish you would act
on this right away and give it to the public as the people
here are crying for some decision from the Boxing Commission.
This man, George Gilstrap, made a deliberate attempt to at-
tack the referee, in fact he rushed acrossed the ring at him
and struck him a hard blow in the -face. -At that moment a
couple of plain clothes men jumped in and held him. If they
had not been there I think it would have wound up in a bad
mess o I think you had better announce at once tozthe public
that the MHontana State Athletic Association has suspended
George Gilstrap for a period of six months and this will be

a lesson to the other fighters.

Kirby Hoon informed me that you would be over to Helena to

the LaHood--Rossberg fight so I made the trip over.there
contemplating to met you there so that we could have a meeting
of the commission that night but as you did not appear on hhe
ecene Kirby and I decided not to hold the meeting.

If Joe should be back when this letter reaches you take action
right away and if he is not back take action anyway.

Yours very truly,.

1/ alt/har/

25

J. A. LIVINGSTON, SECRETARY
Box 509, BUTTE. MONTANA




MONTANA STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS :
J. A. LIVINGSTON, SECRETARY

JOE L. MARKHAM, CHAIRMAN, BUTTE Box 509. BUTTE. MONTANA

KIRBY HOON, HELENA
DAN TRACY. GREAT FaLLS

Great Falls, Mont.,3/13/29.

¥r. J.A. Livingston,
Box 509,
Butte, liont.

Dear Al:

Just received your letter of Har. 7th and no doubt our
letters paessed on the way. Ny letter to you expleins
the Gilstrap matter thoroughly and trust that you will
act accordingly.

I think that it would be well if we could have a meeting

of the comrission soon and if Joe is back wyou could advise

him to call a meeting on Mar. 19th, the nizht you have your
snow in Putte. I could pick Kirby up at Helena that after-
noon and arrive in butte that evening and hold the meeting

immediately after the show.

Yours very truly,

x/ all o

DT/L
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MONTANA STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

‘ NERS :
COMMiSSIONE J. A, LIVINGSTON, SECRETARY

JOoE L. MARKHAM, CHAIRMAN, BUTTE Box 509, BUTTE. MONTANA

1 KIREY HOON, HELENA
r DAN TRACY, GREAT FaLLS

Great Falls, Mont., 3/16/29.

Mr, J. A. Livingston,
Box 509,
Butte, Mont.

Dear Alzx:

Your letter of hiar. 13th reached me this morning and I

= hasten to reply so that my letter will reach you Monday
&s you say that you can get in touch with Joe and held
the meeting and take some action on Gilstrap. I agree
with you that he should be suspended indefinitely and be
sure to tell Joe to announce this konday. I will see
Mettler to day and notify him to have his letter reach

- you by Monday so that the commission will be in the clear
’ on the meeting.-

Note what you say in regards to the show béing movéd ahead
to Mar. 26th. I cannot say now whether I will be able to
attend a meeting at that time or not but never-the-less if

it is a very good card Kirby and I may run over to see it
] and also attend the meeting at the =ame time.

Trusting that you wiil attend to this matter ¥onday, I remain

Yours very truly,

Jou/ oot

DT/L
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A. W. METTLER D. T. BURNESS

A.W. Mettler Sheet Metal W orkers

 Manufacturers of All Hinds of

Agents for Tar and Gravel

CORNICE SKYLIGHTS, VENTILATORS, SMOKESTACKS
Colonial Greem and : AND TANKS Tin and Sheet Iron
Mueller Warm Alr Roofera
Furnaces and the Modern Heating and Ventllating Engineers
Lennox Torrid Zone Agents for All Kinds of
Steel Furnace TELEPHONE €671 No. 11 Second St. So. Prepared Roofins
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GEEAT FALLS, MONTANA.

March 17,1928,

Montana State Athletic Association; i
Butte,¥ontana. '

Gentlemen: Re: George Gilstrap.

In Tegard to the “Yilstrap - leghorn bout I
will give you the version of said bout. -

Aster giving the decision to Cleghorn~ I climbed
out of the ring and somebody called to me and as I turned
around . Gilstrap hit me on the right side of the jaw wikth
a left swing that staggered me and that injuriezd my jaw.

Yours truly,




To = George Gilstrap,

Creet Fells, Yontana.

Please take notice that you are hereby indefinitely
suspended froxm and zfter this date from participating in eny
boxing Peut in the State of Xontana and your boxer'*s license
Ho. 335 is heredy revoked on esccount of your disgraceful con-
duct and assault committed by you &t the ringside upon the per-
son of Al Xettler, of Great Falls, lontens, referée of the box-
ing bout between yourself and ¥Walter Cleghorn at the boxing show
held at Creat Falls, Fontana, on the evening of February 27th,

1929, under the suspices of the Americen Legion Atkletic Associe-

tion.
Dated at Butte, Xontana, this 18th day of ¥arch, 1529:
| ) MORTANA STATE ATELETIC COMMISSIOR,
Ey . L/L/k ﬁ. 0,
ATTEST: Chedrmen,
e
;¥14§;;1§Z«11,v14ﬁ€2§:
&j Secretarye.
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News and Comm““” t

By AL GASKILL

Gi‘lsfrap Gets
tha Gate. ~

“The . Mantana State Athletic commission, meet.ing here today,
indetinitely suspended and revoked the license of G-eorge Gilstrap,
Great Falls boxer, for disgraceful conduct and assault on Referee
Al Mettler of Great Falls, at the American Legion boImg show
there on the night of February 27.”

In these terse words are recorded the.fact that Mt:ntana has .a

_boxlng commission, a fact that few have realized that -they have

done a fine piece of work ip going on record against the sort of

. tactics ‘employed by Mr. Gilstrap to show his distaste at a referee’s

decision and that George Gilstrap is practically through as far as
boxing fans are concerned.
Probahly the reason that Montana fans are seldom ‘brought Aface

' “to face ‘with decisions of the commission is due to the fact that

there are 80 few boxing matches staged in the state arnd most of
them have: been handled smoothly and with little. resultar;t_
{riction. But the commission keeps close watch on the goings on
of the boxing fraternity and it is generally understood that they
are & pretty well gualified group of men. .

Their action in the Gilsirap matter is to be commenﬁed ‘and
should act as a govermor on tempermental young men- epgaged in
the art of gwapping punches for lunches.

et Emanacaed o R P
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Hon. Joe L. kiarkham,

Crairman,

liontans S vate Athletic Comwmission
Butte, Montana,

Dear Sir:

Applica*lon is hereby made for the re-instztement cof
Ceorge Gilsirep of Great Feils, Kont,, who was.indefinitely suspend
as s boxer by your bocdy in FEbruary foliowing an altercetion, outsi
the ring, with a local referee,

Gilstrap =pologized to tae referce the following morning,
severz]l days before he was officlally suspsnded and since that time has

been inszctive,

In the last two months he hes had opportumities to travel to
other states andéd has lost appreximately $1,500 through his insbility
to enter the ring whilc the suspsnsion wes in effect, becsuse the other
states recognize your decisions as being effective even thoush no offense
was cosriittexd in those states,

Gilstrap has hacd no opportunity to fight in Creat Falls in
recent months and expecis.none in the near future but is seriously
handicapped when he cannot step into oter states anc éngage in his

wovk

ﬁ‘ustiﬂg that you will bring this application before ths
next meeting of the State Athletic Comrission and that favoreble
action will be teken, I remain,

Yours sincerely,

NFCoof~

1“.311&581' -
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