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Here's the candid opinion con-
cerning present day boxers by
a guy who should know—ex-
175 Ib. king Tommy Loughran.

By TOMMY LOUGHRAN
as told to Murray Olderman

Y rights, you'd expect me to say today's fighters are a bunch of

bums who wouldu't know how to hold a glove up agaiost the shag-
gers of my day. After all, | was around in the Golden Twenties when
vou had Dempsey and Tunney, Greb and Gibbons, Leonard and Tend-
Jer, 1.Bind, however, there’s always a teadency to disparage the present
and glorily the past. So I can’t buy the notion that kids today den’t
know how to fight.

In talent and ability. they stack up with any ers. You take a kid like
Carmela Costa, the Little featherweight whos had his ups and downs.
' supposed to know something about the scierice of boxing, and 1 tell
vou that Costa has the best footwork ['ve ever seen in the ring. He's
absolutely amazing when you consider he's warking on sand with those
three-inch pads they use today. In my time you only had a hard ene-
inch pad that gave you traction.

I think Floyd Patterson is the best looking fighter, bar none, I've seen
in my 35 years’ association with the ring as a participant and observer.
U he maintains only the normal amount of progress that comes with
experience, helll make you forget Dempsey, Louis, Marciano or con-
ceivably any fighter who ever lived.

‘ NOTHING WRONG WITH BOXING

There's uothing wroug with boxing that & little smart premotion and
hetter mamgement wouldn't care. These fellows today don't know how
to promote. They loused the market with mismatehes and mediocrity
in the interest of feeding that weekly feature to the television audicnce.
It all too casy to shrug it off and say that television is killing boxing,
bait | sy just the oppasite. Never in the history of the ring has there
been such a wniversal interest in the sport. We've got a whole new
lireed of fun created by the availability of the fighters in the nation's
liviens rooms. :

Bixing i3 never going to die as long as you've got two guys in the
ring ready to beat each other's bruins out, I don't: care whether it's
under the bright lights of Madison Square Garden or in a human circle
on somne grassed-over corver lot. The trick is to provide this new multi- |
tudde of fans with the exciting type of bouts that will sustain their interest.

Pyve got to hagh when prople nadge me on the chest and wink, “Hah,
it ain’t like the good old days, Tommy. There just ain't any fighters
arcasu} toduy,”

Thie other day Pm sitting i omy room at the New York Athletic Club
rifling through some old clippings when I run across o yellowed cutout
from the old New York Sim. Tt was dated January, 1928, and the piece
written by Wilbur Wood, the sports editor, started like this: )

“Never in the history of the ring has there been'such a dearth of
tadent.” . )

Senmils bike the same old tune, haly, )

The talent is still with ws. They just dow't know what to do:with it
t feel Gil Tumer from any howe town of Philudelphia-is an example. of
this, Gil possesses greaf lighting ahility, which he showed - earlier in hig
career. Yot at the gral old age of 35 Ww's - (Continted -on page 44}
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Left thrown by Roy Robinson dozes contender Bobg Olsen, lo;:gbmn contends that biggest meaoce in boaxing is pres-
ence in ring o such gld-timers os Roy Robinson ond Archie Maoore

‘When Hocky Marciano threw punches every por of hiy body moved. Althaugh autweighed 65 Ibs Tommy Loughran
He didn't ger Bt os much o3 peopls thought, he wos moving farget. managed to give Prima Carnero tough baitle.

They're B han We Were
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TODAY'S

FIGHTERS

(Continted from page 33)
congidered in some quarers as vir-
tually a veteran aver the hill. At the
age of 25 1 was only beginning to
upproach my peak and remermber
that at 32 I was fighting Primo Car-
nera for the heavyweight champion.
ship of the world.

TURNER MISHANDLED

Cil. who stll bas a chance to
emerge as a4 champion in the mid-
dleweight division, wiis the victim
of poor judgment by his managers.
He was mismatched in champion-
ship - bouts, such as the one with
Gavilan, when he wasn't ready, and
he was forced to make weight that
erippled his natural aggressive fight-
ing style. Tony DeMarvo, who won
and lost the weltesweight champion-
ship, is another man who was vic-
timized by being pushed too fast.
He runks with the punchers of
all time, pound for pound, in sheer
punishing power. but they havent
givenn him the chance for normal
development. Who can say that a
brawler like Carmen Basilio wouldn't
be a delight to watch in any era?

Carmela Costo swollowing Boby Vasquez glove has best footwork.

I'm ioyal enough to my hevday
io insist that Mickey Walker, as a
weltenveight, would have annihi-
lsted both of them -but, mind vou.
after o pretty good pler six brawl
Jack  Britton. Ace Hudkins—these
ate top men of the 20s—aud the De.
Marco-Basitio brand of fighter could
have given any of them o full eve-
ning.

Tao many forney fighters temd to
leok down their pushed in noses at
todays kids and sit back with a
feeling that's a mixture of contempt
andd superiority. From the main event
diown to the four-tound preliminary
I still find them all exciting. Maybe
I'm reliving my youth. but 1 still
recognize the experience the boy is
going through is the ring and won-
dering hone he'll come cut of jt—
aid subconsciously pulling for him,

I dou't necessarily see myself in
them, either, For instance, [ ad-
mire Chuck Speiser's disregard for
punishment. It isn't the way F'd fight,
or would recommend that any other
kid fight, but it does give the fellow
who pays to be entertained full val
ue received, I was'a boxer, not a
nmner like Willie Pastrano. There's

a difference. | would stand and make
s fight in the interests of good shaw.
g heeauce, after alf, the public in.
terest can’t be disregarded. In that
contieetion, | insist that from o teche
sical standpoint, the biggest mienace
tw boxing today iy the presence in
the ring of such old-thners ay Sugar
Ray Roliinsan and Archie Moore.

VETS BAD FOR GAME

Don't arch your eyebrows. | know
they stil are siding high in their
divisions, The point is they den’t do
anything o advance boxing as a
specticke, To them you can add fel-
kews like Fzzard Charles, Jimmy
Carter and the Lke, Thase old fel-
knvs retain the defensive skill that
can break the heaet of a young
tighter, vet they can't do anything
themselves. Time has robbed them
of their power to mount s sustained
offernvive. For a moment. maybe, a
Robinson will Hash a knockount
punch, bat who does he knock owt?
Bobo Olwm? Archie Moore can be
dangerous {or an instant. But they're
ol going dewnhill. There's none of
the unticipation and . suspense vou
feel when a young fellow like Floyd
Patterson is.in the ring.

To me, it's important thet the
young Dblood in the game be en-
couraged, and if you have to get nid
of the old-timers just sliding along
on their cunning to do it, then do it!

You say there’s ro way. of pre
venting » ouin from making a living.
I suy the boxing commissions. have
the supervisory avthority to see that
good matches are ‘made and - are
empowered to cull out all thase who
keep the fight game stagnant.

Already - great’ strides have been
mude since the of such

exposure
sinister influences as those portrayed
in the hard-punching picture, “The
Harder They Fall." The suppased
connection between the glant in that

§F
L

s the Tust for the kill. ‘Heavy-
punch.” In “the ‘cheapening of - this
*glamor division, 1 think today's pro-
stupidity. In.my day, the little max
genuine interest in the lightweighits
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crd the welterweighin, or drogy donw
a cemypde of notchos (o lfu Hueweights,
Lanteaneeiehis el feathrewerghts
Chsick e fope the hartise
weighit chnpion ol the wordd. Bet
teg vet, tedl me the wane of the light
weight champ withost ranniug to
the record book, 1t wasn't o long
ago that Fleary Asrstoong was ong
of the great roapes of boxing, Ross,
Ambiees, Canzoneri. Singer, Tendler
cthiey were littke mwen who made

Lig news.

Only anee i s while did the pre-
moters throw you the biggest plem
of all-a  battie between  ranking
heavvweights. When it came, it had
impact, it meant something, Today
they threw them at you so fast that
when they're not quickly climipat:
ing cach nther thevre lost in a
brrich of punes so thuat you're not

“quite sure whn belongs to what di-
vision, whether Willic Pastrano s
it h{J\Iwu;{Jnl heavyweight,  or
wasn't he a iniddleweight - just a
while back.

MARCIANO GREAT

Our current  heavyweights - don't
lack the ubility to stir up interest.
Ive already tokl you what I thought
of Patterson as the potential alltime
preatest—at least among those  Uve
seen, uwrd | might remind you that
Powas a Dempsey spasming pariper
before his first Tuaney fight, By
now, it should be clear that Rocky
Marciane had @ little something ex-
tea besides staming and determina-
tion. In his very cridooess a8 a
boxer he wus able to protect him-
selt, Fle rates second onlv to. Demp.

Pound for pound Tony DeMarco. ranks with oll fime punchers says Loughran.

sey an iy book, Tle beat Jor Louis
when the litter was an old man, bt
bz wonld have beaten Joe as a voung
man. too. Rocky's gredmess came
from his crudeness. You waich the
average boxer, When he throws a
feft jub or crosses with a right, the
bexty moves but- the head remains
on the same plane in the classic tra-
dition. Rocky defied all conventions.
When lie threw a punch every part
af him moved. His head, instead of
Being stationary, beeame a moving
turget, hobhing asd weaving, and
any rifleman can tell you how much
more difficult it is to hit a deer n
flight than a bullseye nailed dows

* on the fring range. Marciano dida’t

gel it as much as people presume.

Husricane Jackson, too casually dis-
missed ay a clown, would have got-
ten as Tar in my day as he's done
with the present hunch Beesuse he's
an anthestic physical freak, There
Tave been windmill fighters before,
but he's the first heavyweight I can
recall who used that tvpe of attack
without letup. Juckson couldu’t pen-
ctiate @ box of paper tissues. But
whoever told you Harry Greh, the
most famous exponent of the wind-
mifl style, was any slugger? [ should
be qualified to answer that one, be-
canse T fought Greb six times and
can personally vouch for the fact
that he wus not a puncher who
could stop you in your tracks with
one blow,

What Jackson lacks in class. he
makes up in persistence, and so [
dumt feel it is faiv to minimize his
accomplishments. He's beaten some
good fighters, Hurricane has the edge
an mest men who step into the ring

with ki because they're not pre-
pared physically to stand the gofl.
Today's fghters are a product. of
our softer living. They are the prod-
uet of an uge. Fighters today ore
quicker. There is more nervous ten-
sion in every oecupation. Fighters
are jumpy and fast. They are not
so rugged and don't have the stam:
ina. The automobile and other lux-
urics have depressed the value of
endurance.

SCIENCE AIDS CURRENT
FIGHTERS

To compensate for that, today’s
generation has it all over mine be-
cause of the nutritional, scientific
und medical strides made in the past
quarter of a century. I would be the
liast to deny the men today are better
physical specimens overall, even if
lacking the hunger instinct  that
drove the yauth of my time to scale
the heights in sport.

For that lack of hunger, too, you
ean substitute color and personality.
A few years age I was out in Fort
Sheridan, Ind. A young boy. with
the blue of the Inish in his eyes and
cast of the Chinese in the slant of -
his brows approached me: I recog-
vized him as a kid I'd seen that af-
ternoon in amateur bouts held at
the camp,

*1 want to be a professional boxer,
Mr. Loughmn,” he said. "How do |
go about it?”

“What's your name, son, and
wliere you fram?”

“limmy Soo, and I come from
South Philly.”

“Well, what do you know? My
old neighborhosd. Tell' you what
you do. When you get out of serv-
ice, go to Mr, Blinky Palermo in
Philadelphia. And  tell him  that-
Tommy Loughran sent. you.”

A fellow like Blinky, [ feel is
not detrimental to boxing. Too many
kids: have come along and been de-
strayed by smecess. He bas encour
aged new young kids to m inrto

sport
the latest I read, wstilluml&

feated but hnﬂv;ng difficulty being

Ymdbemuﬂhaw qu;cHthc
calibcr of baxing shows. would -im-
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