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MEMBER FORUM 
 
New Jersey Boxing Hall of Fame 
On Thursday evening, November 14, 2024, the New Jersey Boxing Hall of Fame will hold their 54th Annual 
Dinner and Induction Ceremonies at the beautiful Venetian, 546 River Drive, Garfield, New Jersey. Seventeen 
(17) of Boxing’s finest will be inducted into the New Jersey Boxing Hall of Fame, and they are as follows: 
 
HONOREES: Tomasz Adamek - Darren Antola - Jackie Atkins - Glory Alphonso Bailey -William (Bill) 
Dettloff - Joey Gamache - Thomas Hauser - Don Majeski - Imamu Mayfield - Ron McNair - Ziggy 
Rozalski - Jeanette Salazar - Rev. Elvin Thompson - Ricky Vera 
 
POSTHUMOUSLY: George Cole - Al Diamond - Fireman Jim Flynn 
 
Also, we will be honoring our Pro Boxer, Senior Amateur (Tyric Trapp), junior Olympic Amateur Boxer (Jhasi 
Mtume), Amateur Official (Alexander Roman), and coach of the Year (Dirk Tremmel Southerland), plus 
our man of the year, Stephen Plevins, New Jersey State Diamond Glove Open Class Champion.   
 
Henry Hascup, Email: hhascup@gmail.com 
 
Rochester Boxing Hall of Fame Banquet of Champions 
The RBHOF will hold its 32nd annual Hall of Fame banquet on November 9, 2024, at the Brook House in 
Rochester, New York. 
 
Honorees: “The Cincinnati Kid” Tim Austin – John John Molina Cruz, Larry – “The Legend” Donald, 
– “The Trainer of Champions” Aaron Snowell 
 
Special Guests: Dr. Fitzroy Vanderpool – M.C. The Man with the Golden Mic Henry 
“Discombobulating” Jones 
 
Tickets are $75 and can be purchased at rochesterboxinghalloffame.com or by check to Rochester Boxing 
Hall of Fame, PO Box 60593, Rochester, NY 14606. 
 
For more information, email us at rochesterboxinghof@yahoo.com, or call or text us at 585-899-9930. 
 
Battling Nelson Photo (Circa 1948) 
Here is a photo of Battling Nelson (circa 1948). I knew 
someone years ago who worked with him at the Chicago 
Post Office. He told me that Nelson was suffering from 
brain damage even then.  
Mitch Levin 
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Gus Lesnevich: The Neglected Hall of Famer 
By Dan Cuoco 
 
In the nineteen‐forties, Gus Lesnevich reigned alongside champions Joe 
Louis, Sugar Ray Robinson, Willie Pep, Rocky Graziano, Tony Zale, Manuel 
Ortiz, Ike Williams, and Jackie Paterson. 
 
Lesnevich's ability in the ring was acknowledged with his induction into the 
prestigious Ring Boxing Hall of Fame in 1973 and the World Boxing Hall of 
Fame in 1988. However, his legacy is yet to be fully recognized with induction 
into the International Boxing Hall of Fame.  
 
Tracy Callis, IBRO Director of Historical Research, wrote: “Lesnevich was 
stocky and sturdy; He was not fancy but was rugged and always ready, willing, 
and able to mix it up. During his career, he won the Light Heavyweight 
Championship of the World. Gus defeated such men as "Blackjack" Billy Fox, 
Tami Mauriello, Bob Olin, Alabama Kid, Jack Marshall, Joe Kahut, Freddie 
Mills, Melio Bettina, Jackie Aldare, Eddie "Kid" Whalen, Ray Actis, Carmen Barth, Young Stuhley, Johnny 
"Bandit" Romero, Herbie Katz, Lou Brouillard, Ambrose Palmer, Larry Lane, Dave Clark, Nathan Mann, Anton 
Christoforidis, and drew with Allen Matthews.”  
 

Lesnevich Quickly Makes a Name for Himself 
 
Lesnevich's boxing career began with a promising start as an amateur at age 17, where he quickly made a 
name for himself. He culminated his amateur career by winning the 1934 Intercity Golden Gloves 
middleweight championship. He made his professional debut at Ridgewood Grove in Brooklyn, New York, on 
May 5, 1934, with a second-round technical knockout victory over Justin Hoffman. This victory was the first 
of many, with Lesnevich winning his next ten fights before suffering his first defeat, a six-round split decision 
loss to Jackie Aldare at Ridgewood Grove on November 24, 1934. He avenged his loss to Aldare on 
December 29, 1934, at Ridgewood Grove, winning an eight-round decision. He finished his first professional 
year with a record of 12-1, four by knockout.  
 
From January 12, 1935, to April 13, 1936, he made steady progress, boxing in six, eight, and eventually ten-
round preliminary fights at some of the most iconic venues in the boxing world. These include Ridgewood 
Grove in Brooklyn, New York, known for its lively atmosphere and passionate fans; Oakland Outdoor Arena 
in Jersey City, New Jersey; Teterboro Airdrome in Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey; Braddock Arena in Jersey 
City, New Jersey; Laurel Garden in Newark, New Jersey; Kennel Track in Fort Lee, New Jersey; Beach Arena 
in Miami Beach, Florida, and Madison Square Garden in New York, the 'Mecca of Boxing. ' During this period, 
he defeated Bucky Lawless (KO-2), Jackie Aldare (W-8) in their rubber match, John Anderson (W-8, D-6), 
Tony Celli (W-8), Butch Lynch (W-10), Eddie “Kid” Whalen (TKO-5), and Frankie Caris (D-10. W-10).  
 

West Coast Campaign 
 
On April 28, 1936, twenty-one-year-old Gus arrived in California for a campaign on the West Coast. His debut 
took place on an undercard at the Olympic Auditorium in Los Angeles on May 19, 1936, against Sammy 
Christian (W-4), followed by two six-rounders on undercards at the Legion Stadium in Hollywood on May 29, 
1936, and June 19, 1936, against Johnny Sikes (TKO-1), and Louie Rogers (TKO-1). From August 21, 1936, 
to October 23, 1936, he stepped up to main event status at the Legion Stadium in Hollywood, defeating Ray 
Actis (W-10) and Carmen Barth (W-10) and drawing with Marty Simmons (D-10). In November 1936, he 
engaged in his final two bouts on the West Coast against Young Stuhley (KO-9) at the Civic Auditorium in 
San Francisco on November 4 and Freddie Steele (L-TKO-2) at the Olympic Auditorium in Los Angeles on 
November 17. The loss to Steele ended his twenty-two-fight unbeaten streak (19-0-3, six by kayo) and brought 
his overall record to 29-2-3, ten by kayo.  
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The vicious punching twenty-three-year-old Steele, recognized by the 
National Boxing Association (NBA) and New York State Athletic Commission 
(NYSAC) as the world's middleweight champion, entered the fight with a 
gaudy record of 111-2-11 and 51 kayos—his two losses, both by decision 
before his twentieth birthday, were later avenged. Steele stopped Gus in the 
second round of a non-title 10-round bout before 10,000 fans at the Olympic 
Auditorium.  
 
Gus' corner threw the towel into the ring after 1:12 of the second round had 
elapsed. Gus was dropped twice in the opening round and received an ugly 
gash over his right eye and a bloody nose. Coming out for the second round, 
Steele dropped him again, and pounding hard left hooks opened an old cut 
over Gus's left eye. His face was a mask of blood as the towel sailed into the 
ring. The promoter of this show, Joe Waterman, told the Tacoma News-
Tribune, shortly before his death in 1949, that Steele's performance was the 
finest he ever saw in his 40-plus years in boxing. 
 
Gus returned to New York after the Steele fight and planned to return to the West Coast after the first of the 
year. His doctor expected him to be sidelined for six weeks until his eye cuts healed. In late December, Ring 
magazine and the NBA released their world light heavyweight ratings. Gus was ranked number four by the 
Ring and five by the NBA. 

 
In January 1937, Gus signed to fight Young Corbett 111 in San Francisco in March. Before leaving for the 
West Coast, he easily outpointed tough Tony Celli on February 20 in an eight-round tune-up at Ridgewood 
Grove in Brooklyn, New York. 
 
The Corbett fight on March 12 at the Dreamland Auditorium in San Francisco did not go as planned. Referee 
Toby Irwin was forced to stop the fight and award Corbett a technical knockout after one and a half minutes 
of fighting in the fifth round of their scheduled ten-round bout due to a torn forehead that was a maze of blood. 
Corbett had just opened a five-inch gash over Lesnevich's left eye. In the first round, Corbett opened a smaller 
but almost as nasty a wound over Gus's right eye from an apparent head butt. But Irwin explained that a 
slashing left by Corbett had preceded a clinch, not Corbett's head.   
 
Gus returned to action in May looking none-the-worse for wear, finishing his West Coast campaign with 
victories over Johnny “Bandit” Romero (TKO-7) at Legion Stadium in Hollywood, California, Young Stuhley 
(W-10), Atilio Sabatino (W-10) and Alabama Kid (W-10) at the Olympic Auditorium in Los Angeles, and a ten-
round draw with Allen Matthews at the Crystal Pool in Seattle, Washington. Against Matthews, Gus was 
hampered late in the fight by cuts and swelling, as his left eye was swollen shut and cut below the same eye. 
Through the eighth round, Gus appeared to have had an edge. However, Matthews swept the last two rounds. 
The Seattle Times scored the bout 4-3-3 in rounds for Gus. Matthews was warned for headbutting in the sixth 
round. The headbutt appeared to exacerbate the swelling. After the Matthews fight, Gus returned home and 
made his Madison Square Garden debut on November 17, 1937, with an eight-round decision over Herbie 
Katz.   

Australian Campaign 
 
From January 7, 1938, to June 16, 1938, Gus extended his latest unbeaten winning streak to twelve. He 
engaged Joey Parks (D-10) in St. Louis, Missouri, Ben Brown (W-10) in Coral Gables, Florida, Jack Kirkland 
(KO-1) in Miami Beach, Florida, Lou Brouillard (W-10) in New York, Buddy Ryan (W-10), and Stanley Hasrato 
(KO-1) in West New York, New Jersey.  
 
In late July, Gus received an offer to fight in Australia. When Gus's manager, Joe Vella, was asked if Gus 
would accept, he said, "Gus'll go anywhere if the price is right." Gus sailed to Australia in mid-August and 
began his campaign on October 27, 1938, losing a 12-round unanimous decision to Australian middleweight 
and light heavyweight champion Ron Richards, at the Sydney Sports Arena, in New South Wales, Sydney. 
Richards displayed brilliant counterpunching, especially with the right hand, which was the deciding factor in 

(Pic. Freddie Steele) 
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his victory. He dropped Gus in the third round for a nine count. Despite a badly cut and closed left eye, Gus 
stood and fought back strongly in the twelfth round, a testament to his bravery and capacity to take terrific 
punishment. Gus was gracious in defeat, stating - "He is good enough to fight for the world's light-heavyweight 
championship." 
 
On December 8, 1938, in a highly competitive fight at the Sydney Sports Arena in New South Wales, Sydney, 
Gus won a 12-round decision over Ambrose Palmer. Gus was best at long range, while Palmer was always 
dangerous at close range. In Ring magazine’s year-end light heavyweight world ratings, Gus was fourth 
behind Champion John Henry Lewis, Tiger Jack Fox, Melio Bettina, and Ron Richards.  
 
Gus’s final two fights in Australia, also at the Sydney Sports Arena in New South Wales, Sydney, were against 
the Alabama Kid (TKO-9) on January 13, 1939, and former world light heavyweight champion Bob Olin (W-
12) on February 2, 1939. Against the Alabama Kid, Gus was more forceful and carried the attack to his 
opponent. At the end of the ninth, after the Kid had been severely punished, the Kid informed the referee that 
he could not continue.  Gus’s fight against Olin, on the other hand, was a display of sheer dominance. He 
won every round, but despite numerous opportunities, he failed to knock out Olin. The next day, he sailed 
home. 

 
Billy Conn 

 
Back on home soil, Gus won a lop-sided ten-round unanimous decision over former light heavyweight 
contender Larry Lane on May 15, 1939, at the Arena in Trenton, New Jersey, followed by a startling first-
round knockout over highly touted light heavyweight contender Dave Clark at the Velodrome in Nutley, New 
Jersey, on June 22, 1939. Gus dropped Clark four times in the first round before referee Gene Roman stopped 
the fight without a count as Clark’s head hung over the lower rope in his own corner. It took several minutes 
to revive Clark. Joe Louis, who came from his training camp to second his pal, was visibly shaken by the 
knockout. (The knockout defeat would be the only one Clark suffered in his 39-fight career, consisting of 32-
4-3 (KO 8). The win also elevated Gus to number two in the NBA ratings, earning him a world title fight with 
Billy Conn.   
 
On November 17, 1939, Gus challenged Billy Conn for his NBA and NYSAC light 
heavyweight title before a Madison Square Garden attendance of 13,704. Conn's 
adaptability was on full display as he took his time getting started, allowing Gus 
to take the lead in the first and third rounds and holding his own in the second. 
But, from then on, except for a rally that split the tenth round and won the 
eleventh, it was all Conn.  Billy won by utilizing his vast variety of punches, a stiff 
left jab, a short arm half hook and uppercut with his left, and a solid right cross. 
He blocked and parried punches beautifully and had no difficulty tying up Gus in 
the clinches. Several times during the fight, he staggered Gus with a combination 
of left hooks to the head and body and straight rights to the head. The official 
scores in favor of Conn were referee Johnny Monroe, 8-5-2, judge Marty Monroe, 
10-5, and judge Joe Lynch, 9-6. (Pic. Lesnevich vs Conn 1) 

 
Despite the setback against Conn, Gus' determination remained unshaken. He bounced back with a ten-
round unanimous decision over Dave Clark on January 1, 1940, earning another shot at the title. 
Unfortunately, his second attempt was also unsuccessful, as he faced Conn once more, losing a 15‐round 
unanimous decision at Madison Square Garden on June 5, 1940. The fight was almost a replay of their first 
bout. Conn, a notoriously slow starter, initially lost some of the early rounds but then rallied to win a unanimous 
decision. Gus's best round was the fifth, when he dazed Billy with a right and followed up with a sharp left. 
Despite Gus's early success, Conn boxed superbly the rest of the way, repeatedly beating Gus to the punch.  

 
Undisputed World Light Heavyweight Champion 

A year later, on May 22, 1941, Gus won a 15-round unanimous decision over the reigning NBA champion, 
Anton Christoforidis, at Madison Square Garden. Before this triumph, Gus faced and defeated a series of 
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formidable heavyweights, including Wally Sears, Henry Cooper, Jack Marshall, and Nathan Mann.  The 
victory was surprising as Anton, a 4 to 1 favorite, proved a keen disappointment. Gus won easily and had 
Anton on the verge of a knockout in the 15th round, but he couldn’t put him away. Initially hesitant to recognize 
the fight as a title bout, the NBA officially awarded the title to Gus on May 24, 1941. 

On August 26, 1941, Gus defended his NBA title and added the 
vacant NYSAC title with a disputed 15-round split decision over Tami 
Mauriello at Madison Square Garden. Gus started fast, jabbing 
Tami's head repeatedly. He won the first two rounds, a left hook 
dropping Mauriello for a 9-count in the 2nd. Gus took the 3rd and 4th 
also, ripping open a deep cut on Tami's left eye in the 4th. After 
trailing early, Mauriello closed fast and apparently had won the fight. 
The officials decided that Gus’s early edge was enough to give him 
the verdict. Promoter Mike Jacobs announced immediately after the 
fight that Gus would defend his title against Tami on November 14th. 
 
Three months later, Gus left no doubt he was the better fighter by 
winning a 15-round unanimous decision over Tami. Both fighters 
displayed remarkable toughness, with Gus winning the first five 
rounds by a wide margin, nearly dropping Mauriello in the second and third rounds. Not one to back down, 
Tami won the sixth and seventh rounds, frequently rocking Gus with sweeping rights to the head. Gus's 
resilience was evident as he stormed back to take the eighth and tenth, but Tami's determination shone 
through as he came back to capture the next four rounds. Gus’s dominance in the last round made the 
decision a foregone conclusion, but the spirit and determination of both fighters thrilled everyone in 
attendance. The victory also earned Gus worldwide recognition as the undisputed world light heavyweight 
champion. 
 
When the United States entered World War II, Gus, a man of great patriotism, made a significant sacrifice. 
He put aside all potential title fights and joined the United States Coast Guard as a carpenter’s mate. Before 
entering the Coast Guard, he fought Bob Pastor (L-10) at Madison Square Garden on January 30, 1942, and 
Jimmy Bivins (L-10) at the Cleveland Arena on March 11, 1942. He wouldn’t enter a ring again until January 
11, 1946. Moreover, his world light heavyweight title was frozen during his time in the Coast Guard. 

 
Lesnevich Returns to Ring Action in 1946 with Mixed Results 

 
When Gus was discharged from the United States Coast Guard in October 1945, he was nearly 31 years old. 
Despite having trained over 50,000 servicemen in the United States and South Pacific, he hadn’t engaged in 
any fighting, was bloated and out of shape, and hadn’t been in the ring for three and a half years. Gus worked 
tirelessly to shed thirty pounds and regain his fighting shape. Few boxing experts thought he could make a 
successful comeback.  On January 11, 1946, Gus surprised his critics in his return against Joe Kahut in 
Portland, Oregon. Gus dropped Kahut twice before Kahut was counted out by referee Nat Fleischer at 2:45 
of the first round. The thrill of his quick knockout was overshadowed in his next fight when he was stopped 
on cuts by Lee Oma at Madison Square Garden on February 22, 1946. Gus's manager, Joe Vella, admitted 
it was a bad mistake to take on a big guy like Oma this early in his comeback.  

 
Gus's determination was evident despite the loss, and he was ready to prove 
himself in his next fight. So, he jumped at the tempting offer from British 
promoter Jack Solomons to meet Freddie Mills in a title match. On May 14, 
1946, Gus retained his title by stopping Freddie Mills in 10 rounds before a 
capacity crowd at Harringay Arena in London. Gus floored Mills three times 
in the second round and twice again in the 10th before the referee stopped 
the fight. In between these two rough rounds, Mills did exceptionally well. 
Ring magazine correspondent Johnny Sharpe stated, "This (was) one of the 
greatest fights in the history of British boxing."  (Pic. Lesnevich stops Mills) 

(Pic. Lesnevich drops Mauriello 1) 
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After the fight, Jack Solomons came up with another tempting 
offer, this time for a non-title fight against British heavyweight 
Bruce Woodcock (27-1-0 (KO 25). On September 17, 1946, 
before another packed house, Gus suffered the only actual 
knockout defeat of his career. Woodcock had a significant 
weight advantage over Gus, outweighing him by eleven 
pounds. Woodcock's excellent left jab and right cross kept Gus 
off-stride throughout the match. He put Gus down momentarily 
for a no-count in the second. Woodcock ended the fight in the 
eighth with a short right to the jaw. Gus staggered back and 
landed on the canvas on all fours. Gus was still on his knees 
when Referee Moss Deyong finished the count. Gus's 
manager, Joe Vella, stated that Gus might retire after two more 
fights. "I guess it just doesn't pay to tangle with heavyweights," 
said Vella. After the fight, the sports writers predicted Gus 
would retire.   
 

To the boxing world's surprise, 1947 was Gus's best year 
 

But to the boxing world's surprise, 1947 was Gus's best year. On February 28, 
1947, in defense of his light heavyweight title before an attendance of 18,318 at 
Madison Square Garden, he knocked out the highly rated Billy Fox, who had 
come into the fight with 36 straight knockout victories (reported as 43) in the 
tenth round. The Associated Press reported, "Gus Lesnevich had the customers 
roaring for him as he's never had them. Except for the third - when Billy Fox set 
off his only explosion and all but flattened the champ - and the fourth, when Gus 
was still recovering from the fireworks, Fox didn't take a round. Lesnevich fought 
a fight from start to finish as though he'd written the book, moving to Billy's left 
out of reach of the right-hand artillery, digging both hands to the body, snapping 
the challenger's chin back with jabs and mixing him up with right-hand rockets. 
From the 6th on, Gus took charge. In the 10th, he put over a right hand that the 
folks ten rows back must have felt. Although Billy got up at 'eight,' he was 
helpless, and referee Johnny Byrne called it a night." This victory marked a 
turning point in Gus's career, proving that he was indeed capable of a successful 
comeback. 

On the electrifying night of May 23, 1947, Gus stepped into the ring with 
Melio Bettina, who was being groomed as a potential challenger for Joe 
Louis. In a breathtaking display of skill and power, Lesnevich knocked 
Bettina out in a mere 59 seconds of the first round, with Bettina hitting 
the canvas three times. The referee waved off the count, setting a 
record for the fastest knockout in a main event at Madison Square 
Garden. (Pic. Bettina hits the canvas) 

To complete his year, Lesnevich twice faced his old rival, Tami 
Mauriello. On July 30, 1947, at Ebbets Field, Brooklyn, he won a 
unanimous ten-round decision, and on October 31, 1947, at Madison 
Square Garden, he defeated him by a seventh-round technical 
knockout.  

His comeback in 1947 earned him Ring Magazine's designation as "Fighter of the Year." That year, the Boxing 
Writers' Association of New York also awarded him the Edward J. Neil Memorial Plaque as "Boxer of the 
Year."  

 

(Pic. Fox and Lesnevich)  

(Pic. Lesnevich down for the count) 
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The Beginning of the End 

On March 5, 1948, Gus, recently turned thirty-three, successfully defended 
his title at Madison Square Garden by knocking out Billy Fox in the first round. 
Gus stunned Fox early in the round, then knocked him down with a right to 
the jaw. Although Fox managed to get up at the count of six, Gus dropped 
him again with a flurry of punches. Despite struggling to his feet once more, 
Billy ultimately fell forward and was counted out. Before facing Gus, Fox 
scored seven consecutive knockout victories to earn the title shot.  Gus’s 
victory over Fox was his final significant win. He only fought four more times, 
winning just once. (Pic Lesnevich and Fox) 

 
On July 26, 1948, Gus returned to England for another big payday to defend 
his title against Freddie Mills before a packed White City Stadium of 46,000 
in White City, London. Mills, a significant underdog, bravely and aggressively 
attacked Gus from the opening bell. Gus reportedly had difficulty scaling 175 pounds and lacked his usual 
zip, while Mills' determination was fully displayed. At the end of fifteen tough rounds, Mills emerged as the 
new Champion. 
 
In the first round, Mills opened gashes over Gus’s brows. They fought evenly 
in the second. Gus rallied to take the third. Mills went after Gus’s cuts in the 
fourth and pounded him to the head and body. The fight remained evenly 
matched in the fifth and a slow sixth when the crowd began booing and yelling 
for action. Gus had advantages during the dull seventh and eighth and 
staggered Mills to take the ninth round. Mills dropped Gus twice in the tenth 
round and battered him in the 11th. Gus rallied to take the 13th round. Mills 
came back and nearly floored Gus in the 14th, opening cuts under both eyes. 
Gus tried for a knockout in the 15th but couldn’t connect as Mill's 
determination and heart won the round.  The fight was close on a round-by-
round basis. The United Press scored six rounds for each and three even. 
However, under British rules, the point system determines the winner. Each 
round is scored based on the fighters' performance. Mills had a decided edge 
in British points, meaning he won more rounds according to this scoring 
system. (Pic. Mills drops Gus in the 10th round) 

 
1949 signaled the end of the line for Gus. On March 3, he knocked out Eldrige Eatman in the first round at 
the Mosque Theatre in Newark, New Jersey. However, his attempt to win the vacant American Light 
Heavyweight title was thwarted when he lost a unanimous 15-round decision to Joey Maxim at Cincinnati 
Gardens in Cincinnati on May 23, 1949.  
 
Gus's last fight was against Ezzard Charles on August 10, 1949, for Charles's NBA World Heavyweight title. 
Charles stopped Gus in seven rounds, marking the end of his illustrious career. 
 
After retiring from the ring, Gus worked in public relations for the Arrow Carrier Corporation of Carlstadt, a 
trucking concern, and as a referee in New York and New Jersey. 
 
On February 28, 1964, Gus's life was tragically cut short by a sudden heart attack in his doctor's office. He 
was only 49 years old. His wife Inga was at his side, having driven him to the doctor after he complained of 
stomach and chest pains earlier in the evening. In addition to his widow, he was survived by sons Gus Jr., 
21, and Gary, 17, daughter Inga, 20, twins Jillian and Georginia, 15, and his 94-year-old mother Alice. 
 
Primary Sources: New York Times, New York Daily News, Brooklyn Daily Eagle, LA Times, Newark 
Star-Ledger, Chicago Tribune, Miami News, Cincinnati Enquirer, San Francisco Chronicle, Daily 
Telegram, and National Advocate, Sydney, Australia, Ring Magazine, Boxing Illustrated Magazine, and 
several online premium databases. I sincerely thank Roger Zotti for his insightful comments. 
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“We Would Have Done Anything Not To Fight Each 

Other” 
By David Harazduk (The Fight City, July 19, 2024) 
 

Two best friends sunk into each other’s arms, weeping in the locker room moments before 
the biggest fight of their lives. Though the teenagers had each beaten four grown men in five 
days to reach the Olympic final, both understood their next opponent in the tournament 
would be the toughest yet. But their tears were not from nerves or fear. Instead it was regret 
and the instinctive understanding that nothing would ever be the same between them. With 
the gold medal at stake, the two boys were minutes away from fighting each other. 

Today the minimum age for a boxer to qualify for an Olympic competition is nineteen and 
each country is allowed to enter only one boxer in each weight category. But a hundred years 
ago there was no age minimum and two fighters per country could compete in the same 
weight class.  And so it was that two adolescent American pals, 16-year-old Jackie Fields 
and 18-year-old Joe Salas, came to face each other in the featherweight final on this day a 
century ago at the 1924 Paris Olympics. 

The boys had met in 1921 at the renowned Los Angeles Athletic Club, a haven for Jewish and 
Mexican Americans who were barred from living in certain neighborhoods in Los Angeles at 
the time. But in a cruel irony, the LAAC excluded black people from becoming members. 
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The club’s head coach was George Blake, 
an ex-boxer who had trained aspiring 
fighters for over fifteen years. Regarded as 
an honest man and an excellent teacher, 
Blake was a boxing instructor at Camp 
Kearney during World War I and a well-
respected referee in the pro game. He 
taught the science of the sport, focusing on 
proper technique, and both Fields and 
Salas, who became fast friends, thrived 
under Blake’s tutelage. (Pic. Joe Salas) 

Fields was a tiny flyweight when he began to 
learn from Blake at the age of 13. When he 
became good enough to represent the club 
in amateur tournaments, the slick boxer 
fought as a bantamweight. Meanwhile, the 
power-punching Salas was the club’s 
premier featherweight. Emerging as the best 
boxing club in America, the LAAC sent seven 
boxers to the 1924 national championships 
in Boston, which also served as the U.S. 
Olympic Trials. Four of them would make the 
trip to Paris. Three would medal. (Pic. Jackie 
Fields) 

By the time of the May trials, young Fields could no longer make the bantamweight limit, so 
he entered as a featherweight on the opposite side of the bracket of his friend. While Salas 
won the national championship, Fields was bounced in the semifinals because of a 
combination of a broken hand and Harry Wallach’s southpaw stance. “I never fought a 
southpaw before,” Fields recalled. With the loss, Fields’s hopes of Olympic glory appeared 
to be dashed. 

But there were powerful men watching in Boston. American Olympic Committee president 
Avery Brundage, president of the Amateur Athletic Union W.C. Proust, and Spike Webb, head 
coach of the U.S. Olympic Boxing team, both took a favorable view of Fields and gave him 
the chance to make the team as an alternate. 

In June, the USS America carried the U.S. Olympic team across the Atlantic Ocean to Paris 
with four featherweights aboard. Coach Webb could only enter two of them and name one 
alternate. So Fields sparred Patsy Ruffalo on the boat. “Unbeknown to each other, they let 
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us work out to see who would eliminate the other alternate,” Fields remembered. “So, I must 
have eliminated him.” 

Because of internal injuries, Ruffalo would be rushed off the boat to the hospital when it 
docked in Cherbourg, France. A middleweight alternate from the LAAC named Ad Allegrini 
forfeited his chance to participate in the Olympics when he heroically donated blood to the 
wounded Ruffalo. 

 
1924 USA Olympic Boxing Team. Front row: Fidel La Barba, Jackie Fields, Coach Spike 
Webb, Ray Fee, and Joe Salas 
 
Once in Paris, Fields learned that he would face Wallach again, this time in a box-off for the 
right to represent the U.S. in the Olympics. When the New Yorker had put up his guard in a 
southpaw stance in the trials, Fields was so confused he told Wallach, “Hey, turn around. 
You’re fighting wrong.” In Paris, the slightly more experienced Salas set out to teach his friend 
how to fight a lefty. Fields later said, “I must have looked better than Wallach, so they picked 
Joe Salas and me.” 

The 1924 Olympic boxing competition was a bizarre whirlwind. The glass ceiling of the 
Vélodrome d’Hiver acted as the sun’s magnifying glass, creating sweltering conditions for 
the boxers inside.  Referees stood helplessly outside the ring. Salas explained, “You did 
what you could to protect yourself because the referees weren’t right there to help out.” The 
resulting controversies caused chaos, which led to the occasional riot in the stands. But the 
two American featherweights boxed their way past four older opponents in five days. 
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When the time came for the two friends to face off for the gold medal on this day, July 20th, 
1924, neither was anxious to face their pal. “We would have done anything not to fight each 
other,” Salas later declared. 

With two Americans in the final, there was the question of which corner head coach Spike 
Webb would be in, and which one assistant coach Al Lacey would work. Fields believed 
Webb favored Salas to win. He claimed Webb said, “I’ll have to toss a coin. Heads I’ll go in 
Salas’s corner, tails Lacey, you go in Fields’s corner.” The perceived slight snapped Fields 
out of his distress over fighting his friend. “C’mon, Al,” he told Coach Lacey. “We’ll beat ’em. 
You come with me.” 

 
 
During the three-round bout, both men boxed beautifully. Coach Webb later described the 
fight as “a remarkable exhibition of scientific boxing and clean, hard hitting.” That included 
the extra minute inexplicably added to the final round. “The decision of the judges went to 
Fields,” continued Webb, “and it met with the approval of the crowd, as Fields boxed like a 
master, while Salas also gave a wonderful account of himself.” 
 
After the fight, Fields was allegedly so distraught at beating his friend he went back to the 
dressing room and cried. But he had won the gold medal. The 16-year-old became the 
youngest boxer ever to win an Olympic gold medal, a record that not only still stands, but 
one that will never be broken. “They handed me the gold medal, and then played the National 
Anthem,” Fields later remembered. “And I started to cry.” 
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No American featherweight would win an Olympic gold medal again until Meldrick Taylor did 
so sixty years later. Taylor is the only American 126-pounder to win gold since Fields. 

By winning silver, Salas became the first Latino American to win an Olympic medal in any 
sport, a pioneering achievement that is sadly overlooked today. While he felt he deserved 
gold, Salas claimed, “There were no hard feelings.” History would prove otherwise. 

 
(Pic. The coveted gold medal) 

 
Salas returned to Los Angeles a couple weeks ahead of Fields, who took a detour to visit his 
friends in Chicago, where he had grown up. When he finally arrived in Los Angeles, Fields 
heard that Salas had accused him of head-butting in the final. Bad blood began to surface, 
and a rematch was set for September 18th. The rematch was so close that a fourth round 
was spontaneously ordered. Ultimately, Fields was given the verdict. Salas felt he had been 
robbed again. As a result, their relationship further deteriorated. 

Fields and Salas then fought as professionals on May 8, 1925 in a bitter grudge match. 
George Blake had chosen to manage Salas’s career, believing Fields too young to turn pro, 
which only added to the bitterness between the two boys. The defending Olympic champion 
held a professional record of 2-0 while the defending national champion was 3-0. In the fight, 
Fields outboxed Salas over ten rounds to win the decision. They never spoke to one another 
ever again. 

Sixty-two years later, Olympic gold medalist Jackie Fields died. Just eight days later, his 
former best friend Joe Salas followed.         –David Harazduk 
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THE MILKMAN’S DAUGHTER 
An interview with Suzanne Jaurequi-Hughes, daughter of the  

“Fighting Milkman” Marco Polo 

By: Vincent T. Ciaramella 

 

*Suzanne, daughter of Marco Polo the Fighting Milkman.  

She gets her fighting spirit from her dad. 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES 

If I could get paid to do anything in this world it would be to research boxing history. I love it. 

It’s my passion and it’s one of the things I excel at. When I start digging into archival material, I 

get into what psychologist Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi describes as a state of “flow.” However, 

after I complete my research, I sometimes feel like I didn’t get the entire picture that I was 

hoping for. Headlines, play-by-play, and editorials can be a great way to learn about the career of 

a fighter and their craft. However, as a psychology teacher and someone that wants to go beyond 

the ring, I want to know who they were as a person and how boxing fit into their day-to-day 

lives. I usually write about late 19th/early 20th century pugilists and finding folks alive today that 

knew them is a tall order. However, in the last journal issue, I wrote about a mid-century fighter 
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from California named Marco Polo “The Fighting Milkman.” While I feel I got to know him via 

his boxing career, his personal life remained hidden in the shadows. That is until a friend and fan 

of the Milkman article, Gregory Joseph Speciale located a digital memorial for Marco, and I was 

able to contact his daughter, Suzanne Jaurequi-Hughes. What follows is an unabridged interview 

with her about her father, his career, and who he was when the lights came on and the crowd 

went home. I also want to thank Francesca, the Milkman’s granddaughter for proof-reading. 

While I may have written the introduction and questions to this piece, this is Suzanne telling the 

story of her father in her own words. Included at the end is an updated fight record, filling in the 

missing gaps from the previous article. So, without further ado,   

 

THE INTERVIEW 

 

 
*Dad in 1952 after the KHJ-TV Channel 9 King of the Ring match at the Wilmington Bowl. 
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1. Would you please introduce yourself and tell us your relation to Marco Polo? 

 

My name is Suzanne Elizabeth Jaurequi-Hughes. I am the youngest child of four and the 

only daughter of Marco M. Jaurequi and Elizabeth Louise Viscarra. 

 

2. Marco's pre-fight life isn't well documented. Documents show that his mother was 

born in Mexico but there is no mention of his father. Can you fill us in on any 

information? 

 

Both of my grandparents, Pablo Jaurequi and Justina Jaurequi née Mejia were born in 

Mexico. They married November 20, 1918, and had their first child in Mexico, my dad’s 

oldest sibling Jesse. After Jesse was born, my grandfather wanted to take his family and 

start a life in California. The remaining 10 children were born in Paramount, Los Angeles 

County, CA. After Jesse there was Paul, Mary, Joe, Doris, Luisa, Frank, Rudy, Johnny, 

Marcos (my father), and Louie. Growing up in Paramount they lived on a dairy farm 

owned by my grandfather, and the family would raise heifers for money and sell them at 

auction. 

 

At the age of 52, my grandfather, Pablo, died of a heart attack. My father, who was 14 

years old and in the eighth grade at the time, was forced to quit school to start working 

and help out the family. He had stated that he missed playing basketball on his school 

team. 

 

3.  Do you know how Marco became involved or became interested in boxing? 

 

My Uncle Rudy recently shared with me that my dad went to the gym after working all 

day in the dairy, and that's how he was introduced to boxing. He quickly fell in love with 

it and shared many times how boxing saved him as a young man. 

 

Dad eventually left professional boxing but always coached young men and enjoyed 

introducing them to the sport. He was hopeful that they would love boxing the same way 

he did and that it would change their lives for the better. He started his coaching career in 

Hawaiian Gardens, CA, and later coached in Inland Empire, CA, when he relocated there 

for the dairy business in 1972. My father was also the head coach at the La Verne Boxing 

Club under USA Boxing, the official amateur boxing organization. He coached youth 

boxing there, with one of those young boxers becoming a National Champion in the early 

‘90s. 

 

4. Why did Marco stop boxing in 1954? 
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My father stopped boxing in April 1954. Before one of his professional matches, he was 

evaluated by a doctor who informed him that since his heart was enlarged, it would be 

possible to die a sudden death if he were punched by enough force to the chest. 

According to my Uncle Rudy, hearing this news was enough for my father to hang up his 

boxing gloves. My mother, Elizabeth, had also asked my father to stop his boxing career 

after hearing the news. After hearing the news and the pleas from my mother, he decided 

it was time to settle down. They became engaged shortly after and married in April 1955. 

Dad always carried the two greatest loves of his life, boxing and my mother, with him 

until the day he died. 

 

 
 

* My mother, Elizabeth Louise Viscarra, and father, Marcos Marion Jaurequi on their 

wedding day. They wed on April 23, 1955, at Our Lady of the Rosary in Paramount, CA. 

 

5. He was known as the "Fighting Milkman" during his fighting years due to his job 

milking cows. Did he continue to work in the dairy industry after he retired from 

boxing? 

 

My father milked cows and raised heifers with his brother Rudy in Paramount. He raised 

19 heifers and my Uncle Rudy raised 18, which they eventually sold at an auction house 

located in Cypress. He took the money he earned from the auction to buy a house for my 

mother.  
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The “Fighting Milkman” continued milking cows and eventually became the main 

herdsmen at Bekendam Dairy in Bellflower. He worked there for about 20 years and 

would follow the dairy to Chino Valley, city of Ontario, in 1972. He retired from the dairy 

business in the mid ‘80s and started Marco’s Gardening. Dad loved to manicure lawns 

and make them look just right. He also had many of the dairies as clients 

 

6. What was he like at home and can you tell us about his family? 

 

Our father was an excellent provider, and he held a lot of love for his family, especially 

for his mother. Justina, our grandmother, was wheelchair bound due to complications of 

her diabetes mellitus. My parents, who were newlyweds at the time moved in with her on 

our grandparents’ property in order to take care of her. During this time, my oldest 

brother, Russell, was born in March 1956. My father continued to provide for his mother 

and his growing family until her death in July 1958. After the death of my grandmother, 

my parents and Russell relocated to Orange County to the city of Cypress. Shortly after 

the move my brother, Randall (Randy) was born in June 1960. After Randy it was my 

brother Ronald (Ronnie) in November 1961, and me in November 1962. Growing up we 

always had the freshest milk that you could drink, straight from the dairy. He always had 

room on his knee for me and a hand to hold. Even though my parents divorced when I 

was seven, my dad always made sure he had time for all of his children. Dad would cheer 

us on at school events, take us to church on Sundays and get us ice cream after, and come 

to eat dinner with us sometimes during the week. He was always there when we needed 

him. My father instilled the importance of education into us from a young age, since he 

could not finish school. He wanted us kids to have more opportunities through our 

education. Dad wanted us to know the importance of never giving up and to keep going. 

 

At home, the garage was all his. He had all of his tools, including his shears that he 

would trim my brother’s hair with. It was also his “at home gym”. Dad also brought 

home many different animals for us, some exotic in nature. We had animals ranging from 

road runners to the average chihuahua. Every weekend my brother Ronnie and I would 

help our dad tend to the church lawn, which we always did for free. Dad affirmed taking 

care of the church’s lawn was “just something you needed to do.” As we got older, we got 

to spend time with Dad on the dairy. Those days on the dairy were priceless; I got to solo 

drive a tractor on the surface streets with my father behind me in another one when I was 

just 12 years old. Watching my dad bring a calf into the world was one of my favorite 

memories of working on the dairy. I watched him laugh and live his life while taking it all 

in. 

 

My dad was also very close to all of his siblings. He would always go over to their homes 

and spend time with them, bringing us kids with him. Everyone would get together and 

listen to mariachi music. Dad also enjoyed going to car shows with his brothers, all of the 

Jaurequi brothers had a love for old cars. 
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7. Did he ever talk about his boxing career with his family? 

 

Mostly everyone in the family knew about my father’s boxing career. His sister, Mary, 

would listen to his matches on the radio and watch the ones that were televised. Dad 

talked fondly of his trainer, Jake, who was like a second father to him. We heard many 

stories of their time spent together inside and out of the ring. He loved to talk about his 

career with us and how it taught him that there was much more in the world than what 

was in front of him. We know that Dad was always razor focused during his boxing 

career, always keeping his eyes firmly on the prize. 

 

8. Did he ever teach you or any of your family how to box? 

 

He would show my brothers boxing moves in our garage in Cypress. I would always 

watch them and want to try, but at that time it was a man’s sport. He sparred with my 

oldest brother Russell while he was coaching others. He formally trained one of our 

cousins, Michael, for a span of 10 years off and on. Michael stated that he will never 

forget the positive influence that our dad gave him. “Nothing is impossible!” dad always 

relayed to him. Michael also shared this story recently with me: 

 

“They wanted to match Marcos up with the original golden boy, Art Aragon. He couldn’t 

make the weight. Aragon’s handlers made it impossible for Marcos to fight Aragon. I 

remember talking to the old matchmakers that Marcos had previously sparred with 

Aragon and beat the hell out of him. Talking to the older guys that knew him, Marcos was 

the best fighter out of Clearwater, Paramount. He used to go town to town challenging 

anybody that wanted to fight him. He was the best, and we were pals.” 

 

9. Was there anything in the article published in March that needs to be corrected or 

expanded upon? 

 

Everything that I have shared thus far should fill the missing pieces of the Fighting 

Milkman’s story! 

 

10. What was it like being the daughter of Marco Polo? 

 

My dad was my dad and my world. His hands of steel that gave those fierce punches to 

his opponents were the same hands that made me homemade tortillas the shape of 

elephants, that painted my nails at age four, and would sit in my pink room holding up 

teacups as we had cookies and Kool-Aid next to my dolls and stuffed animals. As I got 

older, Dad called me bullheaded which always made me laugh since I got that from him. 

My father’s strong family-oriented character always made an imprint in my life. He made 

sure we knew to be proud of ourselves and to keep going. When I held his hand as a little 
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girl until the day he died I felt love and security. I will always walk strong with my head 

held high as I saw my dad do the same. 

 

11. Finally, is there anything you want to share with the world about your father? 

 

Marcos Jaurequi was a family man. He loved our mother, his children, his grandchildren, 

siblings, and nieces and nephews fiercely. He was devoted to honoring his mother even 

long after she had passed, frequently taking flowers to her gravesite. My dad would 

always show up for family events, no matter the occasion. Everyone enjoyed the 

company of their favorite “Uncle Marcos,” still to this day reminiscing the good times he 

had with them. 

 

My father had a strong work ethic and always kept his eyes on the prize. If he fell down, 

he would get back up stronger. Dad was a devout Catholic his whole life. When we were 

growing up he was an usher at our church and a member of the Knights of Columbus. He 

loved attending the Spanish mass services at Saint George’s in Ontario and cherished his 

nightly prayer time. Virgen de Guadalupe was also very important to him. 

 

Dad was a big fan of the restaurant Norms, taking many people out to eat there whether 

they wanted to go there or not! My father also was a regular at his local donut shop, 

driving there nearly every morning ordering a café de olla (cinnamon coffee) and a donut. 

When you would call him up to check on him he was either watching a Dodgers or Dallas 

Cowboys game, his two favorite teams. My father was an exceptionally sharp dresser 

with magnetic charisma. He loved his community, his old cars, cigars, laughed loudly and 

lived big. Dad loved to dance and listen to his music. 

 

My father lived life his way, a la Frank Sinatra’s “My Way.” He was fearless, often 

forgetting his limits in his older age. Dad always saw himself as “The King of the Ring” 

and declared he would “whoop anyone’s ass.” In the final days of his life I asked him if 

he was afraid or had any regrets and he expressed to me, “Honey when it’s my time God 

will come get me and I’ll be ready.” Marcos Jaurequi left this world on December 6, 

2022. The “Fighting Milkman” was laid to rest at Pierce Brothers Crestlawn in Riverside 

with his one of his best suits, suspenders, a boxing glove, a cigar, one of his famous hats, 

a rosary, and with the love for our mother in his heart. 
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* Marcos with his granddaughter, my daughter, Francesca at the Orange County Fair on 

July 14, 2002. Fun in the photo booth before seeing Linda Ronstadt & Mariachi Los 

Camperos. 

 

LIST OF ALL KNOWN AMATURE AND PRO FIGHTS UPDATED 

1952: AMATURE 

 

1. March 24             Rito Hernandez   W/D                               Wilmington Bowl 

2. April 14               Gail Jackson       W/D                                Wilmington Bowl 

3. April 21               Rito Hernandez   W/D                               Wilmington Bowl 

4. April 29               Bobby Harris      W/D                                Wilmington Bowl 

5. May 5                  Opponent and Outcome Unknown            Wilmington Bowl 

6. May 20                Bobby Harris      Draw                               Wilmington Bowl 

7. June 16                Rainey Mays      Draw                                Wilmington Bowl 

8. June 23                Herman LaDay   W/D                                 Wilmington Bowl 

9. July 14                Walter Kinolio    TKO                                  Wilmington Bowl 

10. July 16                Luie Alaniz         W/D                                  South Gate Arena                                

11. July 23                Rainey Mays       L/D                                   South Gate Arena 
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12. July 30                Rainey Mays      Draw                                  South Gate Arena 

13. Aug 6                  Frankie Romero W/D                                   South Gate Arena 

14. Aug 13                Davey Lopez    Outcome Unknown             South Gate Arena 

15. Aug 27                Gerald Zapata    Draw                                  South Gate Arena 

16. Sept 8                  Rainey Mayes   Draw                                  Wilmington Bowl 

17. Sept 10                Frankie Romero W/D                                  South Gate Arena 

18. Dec 1                   Alex Diaz        Outcome Unknown             Wilmington Bowl 

19. Dec 29                 Felix Franklin Outcome Unknown              Wilmington Bowl 

 

1953: AMATURE 

 

1. Jan 12                       Ken Brennan               W/KO                Wilmington Bowl 

2. Jan 19                        Ed McGowan              W/KO               Wilmington Bowl 

3. Feb 4                         Herschal Acton            W/D                   Legion Stadium 

4. Feb 6                         Rainey Mayes              L/D                    Legion Stadium 

5. Feb 16                       Jimmy “Duke” Dyer    W/TKO             Wilmington Bowl       

6. Mar 2                      “Sailor” Jim Dupree      W/?                     Wilmington Bowl 

7. Mar 10                     Romeo Silva                 W/TKO               Wilmington Bowl 

8. Mar 16                      Sonny Varner                 W/D                  Wilmington Bowl 

9. Mar 23                      Ed McGowan               W/D                    Wilmington Bowl* 

 

* Wins King of the Ring and receives title, robe, crown, and a 1 weeks all expenses paid trip to New York 

City 

1953: PROFESSIONAL 

 

1. June 29                   Johnny Martin    W-PTS                          South Gate Arena 

2. July 18                    Johnny Martin   W-TD                             Legion Stadium, Hollywood  
3. Sept 12                    Bob McLane     L-SD                              Legion Stadium, Hollywood                       
4. Oct 10                     Joe Cardenas    L-PTS                            Legion Stadium, Hollywood 

5. Oct 17                     Joe Cardenas     W-KO                            Legion Stadium, Hollywood  
6. Nov 7                     Frankie Haynes      W-PTS                        Legion Stadium, Hollywood 

7. Dec 5                     Joe Cardenas        W-KO                         Legion Stadium, Hollywood 

 

1954: PROFESSIONAL 

 

1. Jan 2                   Carlos Camacho       L-SD                           Legion Stadium, Hollywood 

2. April 3                Bob McLane            L-PTS                          Legion Stadium, Hollywood 

 

1954: CHARITY EVENT 

1. March 24              Joe Cardenas         L-D                               Las Vegas, Nevada 
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Boxing Ringside With Bobby Franklin 
Dempsey Vs Tunney II 

The Forgotten Knockdown 
 

1927 was an amazing year to be alive. The Twenties were Roaring. 
Newspapers were filled with exciting events. Johnnie Weissmuller set a 
world record in the 100-yard freestyle swim, a time that would not be beaten 
for seventeen years.  
 
In baseball, Babe Ruth hit a record 60 home runs, while the Yankees set a 
record with 106 victories. The team also won the World Series, sweeping the 
Pittsburgh Pirates. Lou Gehrig is named MVP of the American League. 
 
On May 21 Charles Lindbergh completed the first trans-Atlantic airplane 
flight. On June 4, Charles Albert Levine and Clarence Chamberlin flew from 
New York to Eisleben, Germany. Air travel was fast becoming a reality.  
 
In the entertainment world, “The Jazz Singer” starring Al Jolson was 
released. This was the first talking movie, and the new technology would 
prove a boon for Hollywood, but it marked the end of many silent film star 
careers who didn’t have good voices. Laurel and Hardy made their first film 
together. 
 

On Broadway, “Show Boat,” the first great classic of musical theatre, opened.  

 
Silent Calvin Coolidge was in the White House. While there were rumbles of 
problems in Europe, peace and prosperity ruled in the United States. 
Prohibition may have been in full swing, but that did not dampen the festive 
atmosphere among the people. It was the Jazz Age! Flappers and bootleg 
liquor were out in abundance. 
 
In Chicago on September 22, Jack Dempsey was going to step into the ring 
to try and regain the title from Gene Tunney. Tunney had won the 
heavyweight belt a year earlier. Jack earned a rematch by kayoing Jack 
Sharkey. 
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The fight, held outdoors, attracted 104,943 spectators and a gate of 
$2,858,660, the equivalent of over $50,000,000 today, and that is without 
pay-per-view.  
 
The Dempsey vs Tunney 
rematch has become 
legendary because of what 
happened in the 7th round 
when Jack finally caught up to 
the very swift Gene and 
knocked him down. A new 
rule in effect required the 
standing fighter to go to the 
furthest neutral corner before 
the referee would begin the 
count. Dempsey mistakenly 
went to the wrong corner. This 
delayed the count by about 
four seconds, giving Tunney 
more time to recover. 
Ironically, it was Dempsey’s people who insisted on having the neutral corner 
rule put into use for the fight.  
 
The argument over how long Tunney had actually been down and whether 
this prevented Dempsey from scoring a knockout has been argued about 
since the moment it happened. In watching the film of the round, it appears 
to me that the well-conditioned Tunney had cleared away the cobwebs well 
before getting up. He was in good enough condition to avoid being tagged 
again by Dempsey. 
 
What often gets overlooked in the fight is what happened in the next round. 
Gene was fully himself as he came out for round eight. Dempsey was once 
again in pursuit of the champion, but Gene was elusive most of the time. It 
was mid-round when Dempsey started to throw a left hook. With lightning 
speed, Tunney beat him to the punch with a left jab followed by a perfectly 
executed right hand that caught the challenger near the ear. Dempsey 
dropped down hard to one knee and actually bounced a bit. It was as 
beautiful a right hand as you will ever see thrown.  
 

(Pic. Referee Barry Delays counting over Tunney while 

instructing Dempsey to go to a neutral corner) 
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Unlike Tunney when he was down, 
Dempsey got to his feet at the 
count of one. Oh, and it is 
interesting to note that the reason 
we know he was rising at the count 
of one is because the referee 
appears to be starting the count 
while Tunney is still standing over 
Jack. Of course, if Jack hadn’t 
gotten up so quickly it is possible 
referee Dave Barry may have 
stopped counting while moving 
Tunney away. This possibly could 
have caused a second Long Count 
to have occurred in the fight. 
Another of the “what ifs” of boxing. 
 
I understand why the fight is best remembered for the seventh round, and it 
should be. However, the eighth-round knockdown Tunney scored over 
Dempsey should not be overlooked. Gene’s positioning and execution of the 
punch, actually two punches, was impeccable. The combination of speed 
and power seen there is amazing. It is also a tribute to Dempsey's iron chin, 
which was a blessing to get back on his feet so quickly, as the punch really 
hurt him. 
 
After flooring Dempsey, Gene had the fight pretty much wrapped up. In fact, 
in the tenth and final round Jack was staggered and possibly on the verge of 
being decked again as the final bell rang. I think if the fight had been 
scheduled for fifteen rounds instead of ten Dempsey very well may not have 
lasted the limit. 
 
Make no mistake, this was not an easy fight for Tunney. Dempsey was 
always dangerous. He was also determined to regain the title and fought as 
hard as he could. Gene just had too much of everything for him: speed, 
power, conditioning, and a solid chin.  
 
Would the outcome have been any different if Gene was facing the younger 
Dempsey? We’ll never know.  
 
 

(Referee Barry begins counting over Dempsey while 

Tunney has not gone to a neutral corner) 
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Boxing Ringside With Bobby Franklin 
Loughran Vs Walker 

Staying off the Ropes 
 
Recently, I watched 
footage of the 1929 fight 
between Mickey Walker 
and Tommy Loughran. 
This was a ten-round fight 
for Loughran’s light 
heavyweight title. It was a 
classic match-up of a 
slugger vs a boxer and a 
delight to watch. 
 
A film of the entire fight is 
not available, but the eight 
minutes that do exist give 
a pretty good sense of how 
the fight went and 
showcase the amazing 
skills of both fighters. 
 
Tommy was on a winning 
streak that had run to 35 
straight fights over the 
previous four years. He 

came into the bout with 110 fights under his belt and, remarkably, had only been stopped once 
when he couldn’t continue, suffering a broken rib in his 11th fight in 1920.  
 
Mickey had held the world welterweight and middleweight titles and now had his eye on the 
bigger prize: winning the heavyweight title. Walker had 106 bouts coming into the fight. Mickey 
had only been stopped three times during that period. The first two stoppages came at the 
beginning of his career in 1919. The third was because of a bad cut that was caused by a head 
butt in his fight with Joe Dundee in 1926. Coming into the fight, Mickey was riding a 16-fight 
winning streak and hadn’t lost in nearly four years.  
 
Loughran wasn’t known for his punching power. In fact, in a career comprising 170 fights with 
only 25 losses, he only scored 14 knockouts. This lack of power didn’t stop him from defeating 
many all-time greats and gaining a reputation as near or at the top of the best light heavyweights 
ever to enter the ring.  
 
Mickey Walker had a reputation for being a tremendous puncher. In his career of 164 fights, 59 
of his defeated opponents did not make it to the final bell. But make no mistake: Walker also 
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possessed terrific speed along with his hard punching. He would also go on to be rated as an 
all-time great.  
 
On March 28, 1929, these two legendary fighters stepped into the ring at Chicago Stadium and 
did not disappoint. Even though the fight did not end in a knockout, it was a terrific display of the 
art of boxing. In many ways, it resembled a great dance piece, but the protagonists threw lethal 
blows.  
 
Walker put the pressure on throughout the match but was not wild or reckless. Both men feinted 
for openings and looked to take advantage when one took the bait. Though Walker’s speed was 
considerable, he couldn’t match Tommy’s fleetness of foot. It’s no wonder Loughran was called 
the Philadelphia Phantom.  
  
Loughran’s jab was almost perfect, finding the target time and again. Mickey tried hard to counter 
that left but couldn't connect solidly as Tommy was in constant motion. 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is not to say Walker didn’t land some good shots, and he was always a threat with his 
power. 

Pic. Tommy Loughran jabbing Mickey Walker 
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In some ways, this fight resembled the Dempsey/Tunney fights, with Loughran in the role of 
Tunney and Walker being sharper than Dempsey, who had been laid off for three years before 
facing Gene. 

 

At the end of ten rounds, Loughran received the decision. Two judges and just about everyone 
at ringside had the champion comfortably ahead. For some reason the referee saw it differently 
and scored the fight for Walker.  

One thing to notice about this fight, which was common in fights from the era, was that the men 
spent very little time near or on the ropes. Walker wasn’t looking to “trap” Loughran on the 
strands. Fighters didn’t fight off the ropes then or try to keep their opponents there. They tended 
to stay in motion. They also looked to counter when their opponents threw a punch, not just 
pound on the arms while standing still up against the ropes.  

It's incredible to see the amount of footwork used in these Golden Era bouts. Fighters, both 
sluggers and boxers, were always moving.  

Even when they fell into a clinch, which didn’t happen often, they were quick to break, often 
before the referee intervened. 

Watching Loughran vs. Walker, you see how these men used the entire ring. They would throw 
punches while moving. Neither had to set himself before throwing a punch, as they were always 
balanced and could deliver a punch from any position. They would slip and counter while moving 
on their feet. This was true artistry. Though only eight minutes long, the footage of this fight is 
quite interesting to watch. It is a window into another time when boxers understood the art form. 

On a side note, Tommy Loughran was brought in to spar Jack Dempsey before the first Tunney 
fight. By all accounts, he gave Jack quite the time of it. Loughran was probably a bit faster than 
Tunney but didn’t have the power Gene possessed. It would have been interesting to see how 
Tommy would have fared against Jack in 1926. Another “what if” to think about.  
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Former World Bantamweight Champion Richie Sandoval Passes Away at Age 63 
By Arne K. Lang/The Sweet Science, July 22, 2024 
 
Richie Sandoval, who won the WBA and lineal bantamweight title in one 
of the biggest upsets of the 1980s and then, not quite two years later, 
suffered near-fatal injuries in a title defense, has passed away at the age 
of 63. 
 
News circulated fast in the Las Vegas boxing community on Monday, 
July 22, the grapevine actuated by a tweet from Hall of Fame 
matchmaker Bruce Trampler: “Boxing and the Top Rank family lost one 
of our own last night in the passing of former WBA bantamweight 
champion Richie Sandoval. It hurts personally and professionally to 
know that Richie is gone at age 63. RIP campeon.” 
 
Details are vague but the cause of death was apparently a sudden heart 
attack that Sandoval experienced while visiting the Southern California home of his son of the same 
name. 
 
Richie Sandoval put the LA County community of Pomona, California, on the boxing map before 
Shane Mosley came along and gave the town a more frequently cited mention in the sports section 
of the papers. He came from a fighting family. An older brother, Albert “Superfly” Sandoval, became 
a big draw at LA’s fabled Olympic Auditorium while building a 35-2-1 record that included a failed bid 
to capture Lupe Pintor’s world bantamweight title. 
 
Richie was a member of the 1980 U.S. Olympic boxing team that was stranded when U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter (and many other world leaders) boycotted the event as a protest against Russia’s 
invasion of Afghanistan. 
 
As a pro, Sandoval’s signature win was a 15th-round stoppage of Jeff Chandler. They fought on April 
7, 1984 in Atlantic City. Chandler was making the tenth defense of his world bantamweight title. 
 
Despite being a heavy underdog, Sandoval dominated the fight, winning almost every round until 
the referee stepped in and waived it off. Chandler, who was 33-1-2 heading in and had avenged his 
lone defeat, never fought again. 
 
Sandoval made two successful defenses before risking his title against Gaby Canizales on the 
undercard of Hagler-Mugabi in the outdoor stadium at Caesars Palace. In round seven, Sandoval, 
who had a hellish time making the weight, was knocked down three times and suffered a seizure as 
he collapsed from the third knockdown. Stretchered out of the ring, he was rushed to the hospital 
where doctors reduced the swelling in his brain and beat the odds to save his life. This would be 
Richie’s lone defeat. He finished his pro career with a record of 29-1 (17 KOs). 
 
Bob Arum cushioned some of the pain by giving Richie a $25,000 bonus and offering him a lifetime 
job at Top Rank which Richie accepted. And let the record show that Arum was good to his word. 
 

May he rest in peace. 
 

A more detailed portrait of Richie Sandoval was published in 2017 and is included herein. 
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The Richie Sandoval Story: Hard Times and High Times for a Knight of the Prize Ring 
By Arne K. Lang/The Sweet Science, March 29, 2017 
 
To say that former world bantamweight champion Richie Sandoval had a boxing career marked by 
highs and lows would be a great understatement.  Sandoval was on cloud nine after earning a berth 
on the 1980 U.S. Olympic boxing team. Then President Jimmy Carter demobilized Richie and all of 
his teammates, enacting a boycott in protest of Russia’s invasion of Afghanistan. 
 

As a pro, Sandoval (on the left with former WBO 
welterweight champion Jessie Vargas and the 
noted trainer Ismael Salas) scored one of the 
bigger upsets of the 1980s when he dethroned 
WBA 118-pound kingpin Jeff Chandler. The lineal 
bantamweight champion, Chandler was making 
his 10th title defense. In a shocker in Atlantic City, 
Sandoval took Chandler apart, winning almost 
every round before the referee called a halt in the 
15th stanza. 
 
Not quite two years later, on March 10, 1986, in his 
third title defense, Sandoval was stretchered out of 

the ring unconscious at the outdoor arena at Caesars Palace. “I’ve been witness to three ring 
fatalities,” said a grizzled British scribe to the man seated next to him (me), “and all of them,” he 
rued, “looked just like this.” 
 
Sandoval would never fight again, but his life was spared thanks to the fast work of ringside 
physicians, paramedics, and doctors skilled in treating traumatic head injuries. It was truly a miracle 
that he left the hospital with no visible scars of his harrowing ordeal. 
 
Born in 1960, the youngest of five children, Sandoval 
was raised in Pomona, California, a blue collar city 
in Los Angeles County that today is 75 percent 
Hispanic. His father, who was born in Texas, worked 
in a battery factory. The Sandovals lived in a modest 
home across from a municipal golf course. 
 
The location was perfect for a boy with an 
entrepreneurial spirit. Periodically a golf ball would 
come flying over the fence and roll into the front yard. 
Richie would gather them up, stash them away in an 
empty egg carton, and then sell them — two for a 
dollar if the traffic would bear, three for a dollar, 
whatever. He recalls the first time he mustered up 
the courage to trespass. After scaling the fence, he 
advanced stealthily to the little pond that served as a water hazard. Eureka, he struck the mother 
lode. The pond was full of wayward golf balls. 
 
Pomona has long been identified with teenage street gangs. Sandoval wasn’t sucked in. There was 
too much on his plate. At age seven, he followed his two older brothers, Joseph and Alberto, to the 
basement boxing gym in the original building of the Sacred Heart Catholic Church where restaurant 
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owner Tony Cerda, a former boxer, taught neighborhood boys the rudiments of the sweet science. 
In high school he joined the cross country team. It was important to earn that varsity letter jacket. 
For relaxation, Richie pursued his hobby of drawing. “His sketches and caricatures are quite 
accomplished,” said Los Angeles Times boxing writer Richard Hoffer in 1983 when Sandoval was 
juggling his nascent boxing career with commercial art classes at Mt. San Antonio Junior College. 
 
Joseph Sandoval was a good amateur, but fell in with the wrong crowd and his pro career never took 
flight. Alberto, commonly called Albert, was a highly decorated amateur who went on to have a solid 
pro career, retiring at age 26 with a record of 33-5. A hot ticket seller at LA’s fabled Olympic 
Auditorium where he had 37 of his 38 pro fights, Albert “Superfly” Sandoval unsuccessfully 
challenged Lupe Pintor for the WBC world bantamweight title in 1980, the same year that Richie’s 
dream of Olympic glory was short-circuited by President Carter. 
 
Had Richie been allowed to compete, he would have made more 
money on the front end of his pro career. He signed with a strong 
promotional firm, Top Rank, but like others in his weight class without 
the chit of an Olympic medal, his future earnings were restrained by 
a low ceiling. His laid-back demeanor was also a hobble. “I would 
have made more,” notes Sandoval wryly, “if I had been more like 
Hector Camacho, but that wasn’t me.” His purse for his final fight — 
and he was the defending champion! – was $37,500. 
 
As a pro, Sandoval burst from the blocks with a flourish, winning his 
first 10 fights by knockout. He was undefeated in 22 starts when he 
wrested the title from Philadelphia’s heavily favored Chandler who 
was 33-1-2 going in and had avenged his lone defeat. In his two 
successful title defenses he turned away Venezuela’s Edgar Roman 
in Monaco (UD 15) and Chile’s Cardenio Ulloa in Miami Beach (TKO 
8). 
 
In a throwback to an earlier era, the lacuna between his 
second and third title defense was filled with four non-title 
bouts. Two of these were staged in his hometown in the gym 
of Cal Poly-Pomona. 
 
Sandoval was then 25 years old and still growing into his 
body. He weighed 127 ½ pounds for the last of the four non-
title bouts, nine-and-a-half pounds above the bantamweight 
limit. And with his title defense looming less than five weeks 
down the road, Richie was in a race with time to pare off the 
pounds in a way that wouldn’t sap his strength and his 
stamina. 
 
“I told Cerda (his trainer and co-manager) that I couldn’t 
make the weight anymore, it was time to move up,” recalls 
Richie, “but he said ‘it’s for the title, so let’s do it one more 
time.’ He bought me my first pair of boxing shoes when I was seven years old and had trained both 
my brothers and co-managed Albert, so he was almost like a member of my family. I didn’t want to 
disappoint him.” 
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Nowadays, weigh-ins are normally conducted the day before a fight. That allows a boxer time to 
rehydrate and restore muscle. Nevada was one of the first states to mandate this practice, but in the 
spring of 1986, when Richie locked horns with Gaby Canizales, the rule hadn’t yet been implemented 
and he was compelled to weigh in on the day of the event. 
 
Gaby Canizales, from Laredo, Texas, wasn’t quite as good as his younger brother Orlando Canizales 
who holds the record for successful bantamweight title defenses (16) and was ushered into the 
International Boxing Hall of Fame in 2009, but Gaby, who had won 32 of his previous 34 bouts, was 
a formidable opponent. With his dark features he looked like a prizefighter, resembling a smaller 
version of Roberto Duran. 
 
Sandoval-Canizales wasn’t even the co-feature. That distinction went to the NABF middleweight title 
match between Thomas Hearns and James Shuler. In the main go, undisputed middleweight 
champion Marvin Hagler was pitted against undefeated James “The Beast” Mugabi. 
 
Sandoval recalls that there was a light rain falling when he entered the ring. He recalls almost nothing 
about the fight itself. The last round is a complete blank. 
 
In the very first round, Sandoval was on the deck, 
put there by a looping right hand that countered 
a lazy jab. In the fifth round, a left uppercut from 
Canizales sent him reeling into the turnbuckle. 
Referee Carlos Padilla gave him a standing eight 
count. In the seventh, visibly fatigued, he was 
dropped three times. When he hit the deck for the 
third time, he appeared to have a seizure. 
Ringside doctors rushed to his side. Fifteen 
minutes elapsed before he regained 
consciousness. By then he was in an ambulance. 
A neurosurgeon rode with him to the hospital. 
 
Even when a life is spared, these stories rarely 
end happily. Boxing is replete with tales of starry-
eyed young men who enter the sport with next-to-nothing and leave with even less. What would 
become of Richie Sandoval now that his boxing career was finished? 
 
Top Rank honcho Bob Arum stepped up to the plate. When Sandoval left the hospital, there was an 
envelope waiting for him. It contained a bonus check in the amount of $25,000 and a letter stating 
that henceforth he would be receiving a check every week: “compensation for work you will be doing 
for us in the public relations field.” 
 
Not quite seven weeks later, Richie was in Roberto Duran’s camp at the Palm Canyon Hotel in Palm 
Springs, California, where Duran and featherweight champion Barry McGuigan opened their training 
camps for their forthcoming matches on Bob Arum’s next big show. They sparred with their sparring 
partners, jumped rope, and worked the bags in a big tent erected on the grounds of the resort. The 
bilingual Sandoval shadowed Duran right through to the formal weigh-in on the day of the fight, 
serving as his liaison to the English-speaking media. 
 
Training camps can get lonely, but boredom wasn’t a problem because Richie was paired with 
legendary New York press agent Irving “Unswerving Irving” Rudd. Born in 1917, the gregarious Rudd 
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was a great storyteller with a bottomless reservoir of great stories to tell. “What a great guy to learn 
the ropes from,” says Sandoval, looking back at those golden days. 
 
That was 31 years ago and Richie Sandoval is still a Top Rank employee. A personal assistant for 
lack of a better title, he is frequently found minding the store at the Top Rank Gym. Unmarried, he 
has a 22-year-old son playing baseball at a small liberal arts college in California. 
 
Richie’s signature moment at Top Rank occurred when he talked Bob Arum into signing Michael 
Carbajal. Arum needed convincing. He had a hard time selling Sandoval to the TV networks and 
here was a boxer, albeit an Olympic silver medalist, who was even smaller. Michael Carbajal wasn’t 
even a flyweight; he was a light flyweight who competed at 108 pounds. 
 
“What am I supposed to do with him?” Arum purportedly said. “But this kid is special,” said Richie 
pleading his case. 
 
Indeed he was. “Little Hands of Stone” won his first world title in his 16th pro start and raised the bar, 
at least temporarily, for fighters in his weight class. The first of his three encounters with his great 
rival Humberto Gonzalez was the first flyweight fight to command top billing on a pay-per-view show 
and the first flyweight fight in which the purses exceeded $1-million dollars. (And Carbajal, who 
commanded the larger share of the swag, earned every penny, clawing out of a deep hole to stop 
Gonzalez in The Ring magazine’s Fight of the Year.) 
 
In February, Richie Sandoval and Michael Carbajal were named to 
the Nevada Boxing Hall of Fame. How appropriate that they are 
members of the same induction class, the fifth since the non-profit was 
founded. But there’s a bigger irony here. 
 
Richie and his fellow inductees will be formally enshrined at a gala 
dinner on Saturday, Aug. 12, the culmination of Hall of Fame 
Weekend, a two-day event. The dinner is being held at Caesars 
Palace in a banquet room a literal stone’s throw from where the ring 
was pitched for Richie Sandoval’s final fight. 
 
He left the premises that night lying prone on a stretcher, his life 
seemingly ebbing away, and on Aug. 12 he will be back, walking on a 
red carpet with a spring in his step. In the real world of boxing, 
heartwarming stories aren’t as common as Hollywood would have it, 
but here is one of them. 
 

-- 
Arne K. Lang, the author of five books, is a recognized authority on the history of 
prizefighting and the history of American sports gambling. For the past eight years, 
Lang has served as editor-in-chief of The Sweet Science online boxing magazine. 
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“I Fought Willie Pep” 
by Mike Silver/Boxing Over Broadway 2017 
 
“He’s in front of you, in back of you. He’s all over the damn place. But he never 
stood toe to toe with you.” 
 
The date was June 5, 1953. Thirty-year-old former featherweight 
champion Willie Pep, one of boxing’s all-time greats, was in trouble. 
For eight rounds the 3700 fans in Madison Square Garden and a 
national television audience of several million had been treated to 
another brilliant performance by the man who defined the art of 
boxing. The elusive “Will o’ the Wisp” was giving Brooklyn’s tough 
Pat Marcune a boxing lesson when the tenor of the bout abruptly 
changed. Moments before the round was to end Marcune bounced 
a left hook off Pep’s brow that opened a deep gash. 

During the one minute rest period the ringside physician visited 
Pep’s corner. He took one look and advised the referee to halt the 
fight if the cut continued to bleed. Pep’s seconds worked frantically 
to patch him up. At the bell starting the ninth round an inspired Pat 
Marcune charged out of his corner intent on ending the bout. Pep, 
fearing the bout would be stopped, planted his feet to get more 
leverage into his punches. He had to try and stop Marcune before 
the cut reopened. The round was the most competitive of the fight. 

At the conclusion of the round the doctor climbed into the ring 
again to take another look at Pep’s damaged brow. He nodded to 
the referee indicating the bout could continue. Marcune, way 
behind on points but on the verge of a huge upset, knew what he 
had to do—but he had to do it quickly. 

A victory over Willie Pep was a rare happening. In 13 years and 
184 previous fights only three opponents had been able to chalk 
up a win. Would 25-year-old Pat Marcune’s name be added to the 
list? He possessed a modest but respectable record that included 
36 wins against 11 losses and 2 draws. Over the past year he had 
shown steady improvement. Leading up to the bout Marcune had 
scored impressive victories over Tito Valles, Bill Bossio, Eddie 
Compo and former featherweight champion Lauro Salas. In May 
1953 he was rated the 10th best featherweight in the world by The 
Ring magazine. 

Marcune was expected to give a credible showing, but very few 
thought he had a chance to win. Nevertheless, he’d already 
achieved a victory of sorts. For no matter what else he accomplished the highlight of Pat Marcune’s 
boxing career would always be his ten round bout with Willie Pep. How many people can say they 
fought one of the greatest boxers who ever lived? 

Willie Pep is no longer with us, but I am happy to report that Pat Marcune is alive and well. I caught 
up with the 90 year old former featherweight contender in his home on Staten Island where he lives 

Pic. Pat Marcune 
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with his daughter. (Pat’s wife passed away in 2013). Despite 
his age and the wear and tear of 60 professional bouts Pat is 
spry and alert. He even jogs three times a week to keep in 
shape. Of course the first question I asked was about the Pep 
fight. 

“I pressed him the entire fight, but Pep was very shifty and 
very difficult to hit,” said Marcune. “He’s in front of you, in back 
of you. He’s all over the damn place. But he never stood toe 
to toe with you. 

“I was a young kid and Pep was on his way out. But he was a 
great boxer. I don’t think I could ever duplicate him. A win over 
Pep would have put me in line for a title shot but that was not 
my main goal when I turned pro in 1949. I just wanted to fight 
the main event in Madison Square Garden. That was the big 
thing. To be champ would be something, but, like Brando said 
in On the Waterfront, ‘I coulda been somebody. I coulda been 
a contender’. I wanted to be a contender, but most of all I 
wanted to top the card at the most famous arena in the world.” 

Within four years of his professional debut Pat had 
accomplished both goals. He became a contender and also 
topped the card at the Garden not once but twice (vs. Lauro 
Salas 13 weeks earlier). 

Pat Marcune fought in an era when boxing had eight 
undisputed world champions in eight traditional weight 
classes. Eight champions! The idea seems almost quaint 
today but that’s the way it was for over half a century before a 
gaggle of competing quasi-official “sanctioning organizations” 
in cahoots with rapacious promoters took control of the 
business in the late 1970s and destroyed forever boxing’s 
traditional infrastructure. Perhaps most obscene of all, the boxers are forced to pay hefty “sanctioning 
fees” out of their own pocket for the “privilege” of fighting for an organization’s title belt. Since the 
1980s hundreds of obscure boxers of dubious quality have fought for a title. The only people happy 
about that are the leeches who run the sanctioning organizations. Currently there are over 90 “world 
champions” spread across 17 weight classes. Even the most enthusiastic boxing fan cannot name 
more than a few of them. 

How different it was during Pat Marcune’s day when everyone knew the names of the champions 
and top contenders. The featherweight title (126 pound limit) was ruled by the awesome Sandy 
Saddler, a ring great who won the title from Pep in 1949, but lost it back to him in 1950. Saddler 
subsequently defeated Pep twice in rematches. Rocky Marciano, the indestructible “Brockton 
Blockbuster”, was heavyweight champ. The ageless wonder Archie Moore was king of the light 
heavyweights and Cuban’s colorful Kid Gavilan ruled the welterweights. The incomparable Sugar 
Ray Robinson, as close to a perfect fighter the sport has ever seen, had recently given up the 
middleweight title to enter show business. A tournament involving the four top rated contenders was 
underway to determine a new champion. 

These were the waning years of boxing’s great golden age of talent and activity that spanned the 
1920s to the 1950s, an era when champions and contenders achieved their status the old fashioned 

Pic. Pep dropped Marcune in the 5th 
round for an eight-count 
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way—they earned it. There were no shortcuts to a title shot or contender status. Pat Marcune had 
44 fights before engaging in his first ten rounder. 

“Today guys are winning titles with just nine fights, or whatever it is”, said Pat. “That’s ridiculous. I’d 
be glad to fight a guy for the title who just had nine fights. They’re beginners.” 

I asked Pat how he was able to avoid the debilitating neurological damage suffered by so many ex-
professional boxers. “I knew how to fight” he said. “The reason I’m talking like this is that I never took 
that kind of punishment. I was an aggressive fighter but I tried to avoid getting hit. Today’s fighters 
take too many punches. I don’t think they get the proper trainers. They’re all gone. 

“The fighters I see on television couldn’t compare with the fighters in my time”, he said. “They were 
tougher and more talented. Today’s fighters are not hungry enough. Remember Ike Williams? There 
were so many good fighters. I would see them in Stillman’s gym. Guys like Beau Jack, Rocky 
Marciano, Roland LaStarza and Archie Moore. Pep was on top of all of them. Him and Ray 
Robinson.” 

Pat did his roadwork on the Coney Island boardwalk. “From the boardwalk I’d run down to Ocean 
Parkway, then to Seagate and back. I used to meet Herbie Kronowitz and Vinnie Cidone and other 
boxers doing their roadwork on the boardwalk. I miss those days.” 

One of the fondest memories of his fighting days was the huge block party his Coney Island 
neighbors threw for him when he knocked out Brooklyn rival Tommy Pennino, who was an 
undefeated Golden Gloves champ. 

As often happens with opponents who were once bitter ring rivals, Pat maintained a decades long 
friendship with former featherweight contender Bill Bossio. Their first bout on March 8, 1950 was so 
exciting promoters brought them back six more times, including three semi-final eight rounders in 
the Garden. They were tied at 3 wins apiece when Marcune won their last fight in 1952 by a split 10 
round decision at Brooklyn’s Eastern Parkway Arena. 

Pat is also proud of the friendship he maintained with heavyweight contender Roland La Starza and 
light heavyweight champ Archie Moore. He met both while training in Stillman’s gym in the early 
1950s and stayed in touch with them for years. 

Despite the good memories he is also mindful of the downside of his brutal profession. “I got 
destroyed by the fight game”, he said. “Lost the sight in one eye, got my nose busted, busted my 
ears. I’ll show you a picture of what I looked like before I started fighting”. He produced a photo of a 
strikingly handsome young man in a Coast Guard uniform. Pat at the age of 17. He had just enlisted 
in the Coast Guard in the spring of 1945. 

Pat realized he was passed his prime as a fighter after consecutive losses to featherweight 
contender Miguel Berrios and future junior lightweight champion Harold Gomes. He announced his 
retirement in 1956. His final stats were 38 wins against 19 losses and 3 draws. Twenty of his victories 
had come via knockout. 

Needing a steady source of income to support his wife and infant son, Pat opened up a retail jewelry 
establishment. He operated the business for several years before selling it and taking a job with the 
Port Authority of New York, working in their maintenance department for 20 years. 

Although Pat no longer worked for the Port Authority when America was attacked on September 11, 
2001, he was quick to respond. He used his PA badge to gain access to Ground Zero where he 
volunteered to be part of “the bucket brigade” that helped to remove tons of debris. He believes the 
throat cancer he was diagnosed with a few years ago may have been caused by his exposure to the 
toxins at the site. Fortunately his cancer never progressed beyond stage one and he is now free of 
the disease. 
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Less fortunate was his son Patrick, an officer with the New York City police department. Patrick was 
a first responder and worked for weeks at Ground Zero. Like so many other first responders he later 
became sickened by the toxic dust clouds and developed a variety of illnesses, including respiratory 
disease and cancer. Previously robust and healthy, Patrick was constantly ill in the years that 
followed 9/11 and passed away from cancer in 2009 at the age of 55. His father wears a replica of 
his son’s policeman’s shield on a chain around his neck. 

Oh, I almost forgot! I want to tell you what happened in the crucial tenth round of Pat’s bout with the 
peerless Willie Pep. At the close of the ninth round Pat was hurt by a flurry of punches. He wasn’t 
fully recovered when the bell rang for the start of the tenth round. Pep quickly backed him against 
the ropes and was landing shots but Pat wouldn’t go down. The round was only 14 seconds old 
when the referee—former featherweight champion Petey Scalzo—jumped in between the fighters 
and called a halt, awarding the bout to Pep. The following day The New York Times, while 
acknowledging Pep’s superior boxing skills reported that “the Coney Island warrior gave a fine 
display of courage as he absorbed Willie’s punches.” 

To no one’s surprise Pat objected to the stoppage. To this day be believes the referee purposely 
acted hastily to end the bout because Pep, in jeopardy of losing on a tko, had the right connections 
and he did not. But it really doesn’t matter. What does matter is how he lived his life after his boxing 
career ended. 

Pat Marcune never won a world championship but to his everlasting credit when his city suffered a 
horrific terrorist attack, he did not hesitate to step up to the plate, as did his noble son, to give 
selflessly of himself in the service of others. If that’s not the definition of a true champion, I don’t 
know what is. 

******** 
Addendum: Pat passed away Saturday morning, July 20, 2024, at the ripe age of 97. His grandson 
Rich Castaldo held his hand at bedside as he took his last breath. Born in Springfield, NY, in 1927 
and raised in Red Hook, Brooklyn, he later moved to Staten Island to be closer to his grandkids and 
daughter. Pat served in the US Coast Guard during WWII after enlisting at 17 years old. He served 
aboard a ship on a troop transport in the South Pacific. His ship was hit by a torpedo that didn't 
explode during the war, and as he always said, "He's lucky to be alive". After the war, he entered the 
ring as a professional and had 60 professional fights, including main events in Madison Square 
Garden. He was regarded as one of the golden eras of boxing's rising stars and toughest fighters of 
his era, having fought battles with boxing legends such as Willie Pep, Lauro Salas, Bill Bossio, Harold 
Gomes, Eddie Compo, Miguel Berrios, Isidro Martinez, Tito Valles, Orlando Echevarria, Richie 
Howard, Charley Titone, Jimmy Rooney, Bobby Courchesne, Tony Spano, and Larry Mujica. Pat 
was frequently honored as part of RING 8, an iconic ring chapter of professional fighters. 

******** 

Note: Mike Silver is a former inspector with the New York State Athletic Commission and 
author of three books on boxing: The Arc of Boxing: The Rise and Decline of the Sweet 
Science; Stars in the Ring: Jewish Champions in the Golden Age of Boxing; The Night the 
Referee Hit Back: Memorable Moments From the World of Boxing. All are available on 
Amazon.com.    
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Pittsburgh Boxing: A Collected History Paperback – June 26, 2024 

by Douglas Cavanaugh (Author) 
 
SUMMARY - Book one of this series—Pittsburgh Boxing: A 
Pictorial History—showcased the numerous champions, 
contenders, clubfighters, and behind the scenes movers and 
shakers that the “Steel City” spawned over the decades. In this 
follow-up piece, the memorable events and rich local culture 
they all contributed to takes center stage: 
 

• Harry Greb’s blistering series with Philadelphia’s 
boxing master Tommy Loughran. 

• Billy Conn’s battles with Joe Louis and Solly 
Krieger inside of the ring, Gene Tunney and his 
own father-in-law outside of it. 

• The hilariously colorful (mis)adventures of Fritzie 
Zivic, welterweight champion and the proudly 
self-proclaimed “dirtiest fighter in the world.” 

• The Titanic disaster, which claimed the lives of 
two boxers en route to Pittsburgh to pursue their 
ring careers. 

• The disallowing of the “color line” that encouraged 
many African Americans, including Henry Armstrong and John Henry Lewis, to seek their 
fistic fortunes in Pittsburgh. 

• The impact of visiting stars like Muhammad Ali, Sonny Liston, Joe Frazier, Jack Johnson, 
Sam Langford, Ezzard Charles, Willie Pep and the incomparable Sugar Ray Robinson. 

 
In addition, local luminaries such as Art Rooney, Gus Greenlee, Red Mason, Jake Mintz and brawling 
baseballer “Greenfield” Jimmy Smith make memorable appearances inside these pages, not to mention 
a visit from two of the most colorful boxing characters to ever blow in from New York, “Howling“ Hymie 
Caplin and his mysterious cohort, “Evil Eye” Finkle. 

AUTHOR - Douglas Cavanaugh has been a freelance writer for many years. His articles and essays on 
boxing, surfing and organized crime history have appeared in various books, magazines and online sites 
in several languages. He lives in Pittsburgh. 

Product details 
ASIN :  B0D8H5CC9X 

Publisher:  Independently published (June 26, 2024) 
Language:  English 

Paperback:  165 pages 
ISBN-13:  979-8329487015 
Item Weight:  1.1 pounds 

Dimensions:  8.5 x 0.38 x 11 inches 
Price: $24.99 

This book is available at Amazon.Com 
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TRAVEL WELL, RANDY TURPIN  

 

A review/appreciation by Roger Zotti of Jack 

Birtley’s biography The Tragedy of Randolph 

Turpin. 

 

It was a sad story of a young boy from the back 

streets of Leamington, whose flashing fists had 

carved out a small fortune. But it was also the 

story of a young man whose humble upbringing, 

perhaps, had prevented him from grasping fully 

the fruits of success. 

Jack Birtley 

 

Death: May 17, 1966. 

If the troubled former middleweight champion Randolph 

Turpin committed suicide, it meant he shot himself twice and 

his 17 month old daughter Carmen once, though miraculously 

she recovered.  

Simultaneously, according to British author Jack Birtley, in 

his hugely readable biography The Tragedy of Randolph 

Turpin, there’s speculation the former middleweight 

champion might’ve been murdered by “a gang of hired 

killers.” But, Birtley adds, “…such thinking is not only 

dangerous; it is misleading. It is now accepted that both shots 

could have been fired almost instantaneously.” 

Note, too, that before Turpin’s death, he was deeply in debt, 

depressed, and suffering perhaps from “punch drunk syndrome,” though, Birtley writes, 

“Turpin’s brain was not subjected to a microscopic examination.” 
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Enough said about Turpin’s death at age thirty-seven: I’m more concerned here with the 

fighter Birtley believes “was one of [Great Britain’s] greatest pound-for-pound boxers ever. 

His story may well serve as a warning to others, it may also help people to judge for 

themselves one of the most tragic sports stories in British history.” 

Early life. Turpin Thumps Robinson. 

Birtley discusses Turpin’s poverty-stricken early life in Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, 

England; his impressive career as an amateur boxer; his stint in the British navy; his career 

as Britain’s most popular fighter; his two brothers, Dick and Jackie, both professional 

fighters. 

More: He covers Turpin’s marital woes and involvements with numerous women; his huge 

upset win over and subsequent defeat by Sugar Ray Robinson in 1951; his bitterness after 

retiring toward his supposed friends “who had harshly turned their backs when he had been 

trying to recover debts to clothe and feed his own family”; his unsuccessful career as a 

wrestler; and his tragic death. 

Before Turpin’s championship fight with 

Robinson—they fought on July 10, 1951, at Earls 

Court Arena in Kensington, London—Ring 

magazine ranked him fourth in the middleweight 

division. Though he lost only two times in 44 

bouts, and was seven years younger than 

Robinson, Turpin was a huge underdog—and 

rightly so—because Robinson had lost only once 

in 132 fights.  

As we know, Turpin upset Robinson. Birtley 

quotes Bob Considine of the New York Journal 

who said that “Randolph Turpin turned out to be 

one of the most underrated fighters who has 

come along in years.”  

Also quoted is Peter Wilson of the Daily Express: “It was a glorious victory for the British 

boy who few of us thought could survive more than a quarter of an hour with Sugar Ray 

Robinson.”  

The well-known American sports broadcaster Stan Lomax put it this way: “Turpin simply 

hammered Robinson.” 
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Initially gracious in defeat, Robinson said he had no excuses for the loss, but years later in 

his autobiography he changed his tune, calling Turpin a dirty fighter “who continually 

butted opponents and tried to take short cuts to victory by hammering away at the cuts . . 

.. . .” but after Turpin’s death Robinson praised him as “a wonderful gentleman.” 

The Rematch. Robinson Takes a Chance. 

Several days after Turpin’s victory, Birtley writes, “The streets of Leamington were 

jammed with people, and a crowd of over 20,000 waited outside the town hall for the return 

of the conquering hero. Sadly, the scenes were vastly different some fifteen years later 

when the hearse containing the body of the fallen idol glided past the same building . . . . 

But this day in 1951 belonged to Turpin.”  

Two months later Turpin fights Robinson again, this time at New York’s Polo Grounds. 

Robinson starts strong, but as the clash continues he tires.  

Fearing the fight might be stopped because of 

his badly cut left eye, “Robinson took a big 

gamble,” W.C. Heinz writes in Once They 

Heard the Cheers, and in the 10th round “[he] 

walked in with both hands going.”  

Though floored by a solid right hand to the 

jaw, Turpin “is on his feet at nine.” Then 

“Robinson drove him to the ropes,” Heinz 

continues, “and there he must have thrown 

forty punches. Turpin, reeling now and trying 

to cover, was half sitting on the middle rope, and there were 61,000 people there, and it 

sounded as if they were all screaming,” and that’s when referee Ruby Goldstein stops the 

fight. 

Once again, Sugar Ray Robinson is the world middleweight champion. 

 Strange Behavior. Sugar Ray Is Back. 

Consider “The Olson Affair,” one of the book’s most interesting chapters, and where we 

learn about Turpin’s emotional issues. Nineteen-fifty-three is the year and Turpin is 

scheduled to fight Carl “Bobo” Olson for the vacant world middleweight title on October 

21, at New York’s Madison Square Garden.  
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Though the Britisher knows it’s a crucial fight for him, his behavior at his Grossinger’s 

training camp is, Birtley writes, “strange,” his moods “inexplicable,” and he “was 

obviously a troubled man,” ill-prepared physically and emotionally to fight Olson.  

He even tells British sports journalist George Whiting that “after the Olson fight I intend 

to retire . . .win or lose . . .” Not the sentiments of a confident fighter. 

Adding to Turpin’s problems is his affair with the 

stunning Adele Daniels, who has accused him of 

assault and rape. The case goes on for two years 

before a settlement is reached. 

Daniels’ reaction: “‘I don’t care about the money. I 

told everything. Now I am satisfied that everybody 

knows what sort of person Randy is.’ There is no 

doubt that Miss Daniels weakened her case by 

accepting the early settlement,” Britley writes, 

“which prevented Turpin from giving his version of what happened.” 

Olson wins a unanimous fifteen round decision and is now “the undisputed middleweight 

champion of the world.” Enter Sugar Ray Robinson, who has a habit of retiring and 

unretiring and is now unretired and on the comeback trail: In 1955, at the Chicago Stadium, 

he flattens Olson in two rounds and again becomes the world middleweight champion. 

Reunited. 

Former middleweight champions Carmen Basilio, Bobo Olson, Gene Fullmer, and Randy 

Turpin—all of whom fought Sugar Ray Robinson—appeared at Madison Square Garden, 

in 1965, to pay tribute to Robinson, the fighter most boxing scholars believe was the 

greatest ever to lace up the leather mittens, and who Bert Randolph Sugar said was “the 

sweetest practitioner of The Sweet Science.”  

After each fighter was introduced and received a standing ovation, they joined the 45-year-

old Robinson—yes, he was retired—at the center of the ring. Standing shoulder to shoulder, 

they bowed to the Garden faithful. A special moment for the sport of boxing. 

 

Roger Zotti, a regular contributor to the IBRO Journal, has written two books 

about boxing, Friday Night World and The Proper Pugilist. His most recent book, Nicol 

Williamson’s Magic Skullcap, is now available. Contact him at rogerzott@aol,com. 
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NO DECISION-ERA  
(Updated September 2024) 

 
The no-decision era was from 1910 to 1920 (and in some instances beyond 1920). Many state laws 
stated that no decision would be rendered in professional matches. Unless there was a knockout, no 
winner would be declared. 'No Decision' never was an official outcome of any fight. Laws forbidding 
official decisions did not substitute 'no decision' for the official decision. 'ND,' a designation used by 
record book editors, played a crucial role in documenting the outcomes of these matches. In those 
cases in which official decisions were given even though the law forbade them, it seemed reasonable 
to list the decision in the fighters' records. 
 
I would appreciate any help I can get on the States not highlighted. Additions and Corrections to 
documented summaries are welcome.  Dan Cuoco, Email: dancuoco534@gmail.com  
  

Alabama 1900 1920  
Alaska 1900 1920  
Arizona 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

Arkansas 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

California 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

Colorado 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Connecticut 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

Delaware 1900 1920  
Florida 1900 1920  
Georgia 1900 1920  
Hawaii 1900 1920  
Idaho 1900 1920  
Illinois 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Indiana 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Iowa 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Kansas 1900 1920  
Kentucky 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Louisiana 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

Maine 1900 1939 
Official decisions were not allowed until September 1, 
1939 

Maryland 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

Massachusetts 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

Michigan 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Minnesota 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Mississippi 1900 1920  
Missouri 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Montana 1900 1920  
Nebraska 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

Nevada 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

New Hampshire 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

New Jersey 1900 
1927-
1932 Between 1927-1932 some bouts were ND 

New Mexico 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

New York 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 
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North Carolina 1900 1920  
North Dakota 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Ohio 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Oklahoma 1900 1920  
Oregon 1900 1920  
Pennsylvania 1900 1923 Official decisions were not allowed until Dec. 1, 1923  

Rhode Island 1900 1920 Official decisions were allowed 

South Carolina 1900 1920  
South Dakota 1900 1920  
Tennessee 1900 1920  
Texas 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Utah 1900 1920  
Vermont 1900 1920  
Virginia 1900 1932 Official decisions were not allowed until October 9, 1932 

Washington 1900 1920  
West Virginia 1900 1920  
Wisconsin 1900 1920 Official decisions were not allowed 

Wyoming 1900 1920  
 

NOTES 
 
Arizona 
We could not find any references to “no decision” fights in Arizona. (Chuck Johnston and Dan Cuoco) 
 
Maine 
Maine didn’t have a Boxing commission until 1939, so there were no official decisions in boxing matches 
before that time. The void was filled by newspaper reporters who covered the fights. If a fight went to the limit, 
the reporter gave his opinion on who won the match. On some occasions, reporters from rival newspapers 
covering the same fight would have differing opinions on the outcome. (Dick Redmond)  
  
Maryland  
In Maryland, decisions were rendered by the referee with rare exceptions when both sides agreed to engage 
in a no-decision bout. Boxing in Maryland at the time was centered in Baltimore. Permits for boxing shows 
were issued by the Board of Police Commissioners at the behest of the mayor from April 1900 until April 1920, 
when the Maryland State Athletic Commission was created. When the commission was created, a limit of 
twenty rounds was established, although there hadn't been a fight in the state longer than twenty rounds for 
a few years. Maryland joined the National Boxing Association when it was first formed in 1921. 
 
Boxing was essentially banned at two points during this period (1900-1931). Baltimore Mayor Thomas Hayes 
refused to issue permits after December 16, 1902, in reaction to Joe Gans pummeling Charlie Sieger. The 
next mayor, Robert McLane, issued permits again in November 1903. The Police Board refused to issue 
permits after June 17, 1918, because of World War I. They were issued again beginning in December of that 
year. (David Harazduk) 
 
New Hampshire 
Yes, NH allowed decisions during that era. Multiple instances I came across during that period mentioned 
bouts for the NH State Title for welterweight and heavyweight classes. Also, an article stated that each bout 
would render a decision. I did come across a few articles where boxing wasn’t approved at the local level by 
the selectmen because of the behavior of the crowd that attended the last bout that occurred at that venue or 
that the local authorities did not approve of such “sport.” As previously mentioned, Portsmouth was disallowed 
for a period of 1 year. I have attached a few articles for your reference, including one by Jim Dawson, Foster’s 
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Daily Democrat Sports Editor, which discusses the fault of ND boxing events. Jim Dawson was one of the 
three original NH State Boxing Commissioners appointed in May 1929. (Tom Hallworth) 
 
Nevada 
I can find zero examples of "no decision" (i.e., "newspaper decision") fights in Nevada. No surprise as this 
was the Wild West, one of the last places to allow fights-to-a-finish. (Arne K. Lang) 
 
New Jersey 
The 1st decision bout was on March 2, 1928, when Al Bryant won a decision over Battling Odin in 10 rounds 
in Newark; Odin fought under the name of Johnny Oden. His real name was Odin Dudrick. This was the main 
event; all the other bouts were No Decisions.  On March 8, 1928, they had a show in Passaic, and all 7 of the 
bouts went to official decisions. They had Newspaper Decisions up to at least 1932. Ike William's 1st bout in 
1940 is also listed as an unofficial decision. Gus Johnson beat Alex Mater the same way on the same date at 
the same location. (Henry Hascup)  
 
New York 
The no-decision era in New York was from the end of the Horton Law (1900) to the beginning of the Walker 
Law (1920), including the Frawley Law period. We would be interested to know if there are any exceptions to 
this. Luckett Davis believed that decisions were given on some wartime benefit cards during World War I.  
Bob Caico stated that Buffalo, New York, followed NYC in October 1920. (Bob Caico) 
 
Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia had a six-round limit with no official decisions by decree of the City's Public Safety Director until 
1920 when the limit was extended to eight rounds (but still no official decisions). Finally, on Dec. 1, 1923, the 
newly formed Pa. State Athletic Commission allowed 10-round official decisions in Philadelphia and the rest 
of the state. However, the six-round limit only affected Philadelphia, while other Pennsylvania towns made 
their own rules during this period and even some of the outlying areas neighboring Philadelphia (like Chester, 
Leiperville, Norristown, Allentown, Lancaster, etc.) allowed 10 + 15 (even a few instances of 20) round fights, 
many using Philadelphia boxers to settle their fistic disputes over a longer distance in these other Pa. towns 
so not to be handicapped by the Philadelphia rules. (Chuck Hasson)  
 
Virginia  
Here's what I was able to find out. After more than a decade of proposed legislation, Virginia's Athletic 
Commission was not established until 1932. I don't have an exact date of the year that it was established, 
only that the bill was proposed in January and the Commission already existed by October 9. Before this, 
boxing was not legal in Virginia, and the results of any fight in Virginia would not have had any legal/official 
recognition. This likely explains why important early Virginia boxers Kid Norfolk and John Lester Johnson 
fought only one fight in Virginia between the two of them. I hope this info is helpful. (Ken Bridgham) 
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Correct Birth Dates and Death Dates 
 
Delving into some fighters' correct birth dates and death dates (in no particular order or 
reason). Here are some of the ones I have found so far: 
 
Johnny Jadick 
born John Joseph Jadick 
birthdate and place: June 16, 1908 in Mt. Carmel, PA 
death: April 2, 1970, in Philadelphia, PA (not the 3rd... from the PA Death Certificate) 
Father's name was Wasil Dziadik (from Poland), but he changed it to William Jadick 
(they never were Jadich) 
 
Pinkey Mitchell 
born Myron Herbert Mitchell 
birthdate and place: February 26, 1899, in Milwaukee, WI 
death: March 10, 1976, in Wauwatosa, WI 
 
Mushy Callahan 
born Vincent Morris Scheer 
birthdate and place: November 3, 1904, in Manhattan, NY (per New York birth index) 
death: June 14, 1986, in Los Angeles, CA (from the CA Death Index and newspapers) 
 
Jack Bernstein 
born Jacob Dodick 
birthdate and place: November 7, 1898, in Galicia, Austria (from draft notice and SSN 
index) 
death: December 26, 1945 in Yonkers, NY 
 
Johnny McCoy 
born Clarence Millard 
birthdate and place: February 26, 1897, in either Walworth or Cortland, NY 
death: October 18, 1978 in Buffalo, NY 
 
Corporal Izzy Schwartz 
born Isidore Schwartz 
birthdate and place: October 23, 1900, in New York City 
death: July 8, 1988 in Bronx, NY 
 
Louis 'Kid' Kaplan 
birthdate and place: October 15, 1901, in Balanovka, Russia (I cannot fully read his 
writing on Naturalization papers) 
death: October 26, 1970, in Preston City, CT 

 

Submitted by Bob Yalen 
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Louis “Kid” Kaplan 
 
I wanted to look further into the early career of Louis "Kid" Kaplan and verify his fights in New Jersey in 1919. 
Many years ago I met with his daughter (Roseanne?), who was a friend of my grandmother in West Hartford, 
CT. She let me make copies of items from her dad’s scrapbooks, including some interviews he did and some 
items he wrote himself for his kids. One of the things he wrote was as follows: 
 
"Why I took up boxing as a profession. Boys around my neighborhood picked on me. I joined Meriden Boy's 
Club and went there after school. They had a ring there to spar around with the boys. In 1919 I went to New 
York with a friend of mine and through a friend of his - who was a manager of fighters who lived at Midland 
Beach - Staten Island - he was manager of Willie Curry a good featherweight. He & I used to go & give benefits 
for various veteran’s hospitals on the island. On July 4th, 1919, Dempsey - Willard Heavyweight fight Willie 
Curry & I boxed an exhibition bout that afternoon. I boxed in 1919 at Jersey City Ball Park. Came back to 
Meriden in 1919. I had a manager, Moe Levine, who gave me some fights in Conn." 
 
So that placed him in Staten Island and New Jersey in 1919. I also knew that he had adopted the name of 
Benny Miller at the time so that his mother would not find out he was boxing (from various interviews and 
sources) (I also found out there was a Battling Kaplan fighting in the Jersey City area at that time as well, so 
perhaps that may have contributed to it as well). Finally, in the collection I was able to obtain from his daughter, 
was a record supplied by Billy Gibson ("Louis Kid Kaplan of Meriden, Connecticut under direction of Billy 
Gibson") which started out with the following four fights: 
 
1919 
1. - Kid Black - 6 rounds - No decision - New Jersey 
2. - Tommy Shea - 6 rounds - No decision - New Jersey 
3. - Happy Gorman - 6 rounds - No decision - New Jersey 
4. - Young Jack Dempsey - 4 rounds - N.D. - New Jersey 
 
I would have to assume that these all came from Kid Kaplan's memory when they were trying to compile his 
record. Therefore, using these leads I have been able to find the following bouts for Benny Miller of Staten 
Island in New Jersey in 1919 which I firmly believe belong to Kid Kaplan: 
 
May 16 - Young Jack Dempsey - ND-D 4 - Long Branch, NJ - Ocean Park Casino 
Jun 13 - Phil 'Kid' Black - ND-W 4 - Perth Amboy, NJ - Lotos Athletic Club 
Aug 5 - Tommy White - ND-D 4 - Bayonne, NJ - Bayonne A.A. Pavilion 
Aug 12 - Georgie Wood - TKO 3 - Bayonne, NJ - Bayonne A.A. Pavilion 
Aug 14 - Johnny Milo - ND-L 6 - Jersey City, NJ - Armory A.A. Arena 
Aug 15 - Buster Rothman - ND-L 6 - Bayonne, NJ - Bayonne A.A. Pavilion 
Aug 25 - Happy Gorman - TKO by 5 - Jersey City, NJ - Armory A.A. Arena 
 
He then returned to Meriden and began his career in earnest in October with a bout in Middletown, CT versus 
Terry O'Connor. 
  
I would love to hear your thoughts on this and if you agree with my assessment. There may be more bouts 
(and I will be looking for them), but this is what I have been able to come up with to date. Looking forward to 
hearing what you think. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Bob Yalen 
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Jack Delaney   
 
I am trying to straighten out the early career record of Jack Delaney.  
 
Just as an aside, his full name was Ovila Ucarice Chapdelaine (on one form he spelled it "Eucharist") and he 
was born on March 19, 1900, not March 18 (checked government records). 
 
I was comparing two records published early in his career. Both records (and subsequent ones) were 
consistent beginning in 1921, so I have been looking at 1919 and 1920.  
 
The first record I found was from the Bridgeport Times and Evening Farmer, dated March 12, 1921. His record 
for the years in question was given as follows: 
 
Steve August - D 6 
Jim Hugo - W 6 
Mohawk Jim Coffey - W 8 
Tommy Nelson - KO 2 
Jack Green - KO 6 
Tom Spencer - KO 4 
Art Griffin - KO 7 
Bill Gorman - KO 3 
Soldier Frank - KO 2 
 
The next record I looked at was from the Meriden Journal, dated August 19, 1924. At the time his record was 
stated as 36-4-2-2ND with 17 knockouts, and the article said the complete record of Delaney's ring history 
follows (for the years in question): 
 
Steve August - D 4 
Steve August - W 6 
Mohawk Jim Coffey - W 10 
Tommy Nelson - KO 2 
Art Lago - KO 3 
Soldier Frank - KO 2 
 
The only fights which I have been able to verify (and consistent with others) are: 
 
10/09/19 - Steve August - W 4 - Bridgeport CT - Acorn Athletic Club 
01/09/20 - Indian Jimmy Coffey - W 8 - Stamford CT - Mission Street Hall (Coffey a Mohawk Indian) 
02/13/20 - Tommy Nelson - KO 2 - Stamford CT - Mission Street Hall 
09/30/20 - Art Lago - KO 3 - Saginaw MI - Auditorium 
12/08/20 - 'Soldier' Frank D'Annunzio - TKO 2 - Providence RI - National A.C. 
 
Obviously, this is pretty consistent with the 1924 record and does not include the Hugo, Green, Spencer, 
Griffin, and Gorman bouts from the earlier record, but it does mention a second August fight and the Lago 
bout. I have not seen mentions of any of the missing bouts anywhere else in any papers or interviews. I am 
curious as to what you think about his early record and if the missing bouts were just made up to inflate his 
record, but then why was the August bout listed as a draw (when the papers had him winning) and the Lago 
fight was omitted (in a later article I read he said he took this bout when he was in Michigan visiting his brother, 
so his manager may not even had been aware of it). 
 
Best regards, 
 
Bob Yalen 
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Young Corbett III  
BoxRec ID# 036463 
Birth name Raffaele Capabianca Giordano 
Born  May 27, 1905, Rionero in Vulture, Basilicata, Italy 
Death date July 15, 1993/age 88 
Stance Southpaw 
Height 5′ 5½″ / 166cm 
Reach  67″ / 170cm 
Residence Fresno, California 
Record 123-10-19 (KO 34/KO by 2) = 150 
 
Tracy Callis, IBRO Director of Historical Research, wrote: “Corbett was a talented boxer who won more 
than 120 contests, many against world-class competition during his ring tenure. He was not a power hitter 
but was willing and capable. During his career, he won the Welterweight Championship of the World and a 
"version" of the Middleweight Championship of the World. The left-handed Corbett defeated such men as 
Billy Conn, Gus Lesnevich, Mickey Walker, Fred Apostoli, Ceferino Garcia, Jackie Fields, "Young" Jack 
Thompson, Billy Alger, "Sergeant" Sammy Baker, Jack Zivic, Eddie "K.O." Roberts, Jack Silver, Joe Chaney, 
Meyer Grace, Joe Glick, Eddie Mahoney, Ernie Goozeman, Glen Lee and Jack Sparr.” 
 
Young Corbett 111’s record in the 1986-87 Ring Record Book is recorded as 123-11-17 (KO 33/KO by 3); Herb 
Goldman’s 2012 Record Book as 127-12-21 (KO 37/KO by 4). Record updated by Bob Yalen August 2024. 

 
1919 

10-03 Kid Jeffries    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium       D 4  
10-28 Kid Jeffries    California, Fresno, State Armory   W-KO 2 

1920 
06-18 Terry Hogan     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   D 4  
06-29 Terry Hogan    California, Tulare, I.D.E.S. Hall    W-PTS 4  
07-02 Kid Chris    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium      W-PTS 4  
07-23 Kid Chris    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-KO 2 
08-17 Young Mahoney   California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 4  
09-28 Terry McGovern   California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 4  
11-23 Battling Nelson   California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 4   
 

1921 
09-27 Eddie McGovern   California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   L-PTS 4   
12-15 Kid Hardy    California, Tulare, American Legion Hall  D 4  
 

1922 
01-10 Kid Hardy    California, Porterville, American Legion Pavilion W-PTS 4   
01-20 Kid Swan    California, Tulare, I.D.E.S. Hall    W-KO 2   
10-24 Eddie O'Connell   California, Tulare, I.D.E.S. Hall    W-PTS 4  
 

1923 
01-09 Billy Jordan    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-TKO 2   
01-23 Billy Red Cole    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-KO 2   
02-06 Jimmy Brady    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 4   
02-09 Lee Weber    California, Hanford, I.D.E.S. Hall   W-PTS 4   
02-16 Pat Ryan    California, Tulare, I.D.E.S. Hall    W-KO 1   
04-19 Clarence Sanchez   California, Hanford, I.D.E.S. Hall   W-PTS 4   
05-10 Kid Hudson    California, Hanford, I.D.E.S. Hall   W-KO 2   
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05-22 Lee Weber    California, Tulare, I.D.E.S. Hall    W-PTS 4   
07-12 Clarence Sanchez   California, Hanford, I.D.E.S. Hall   W-KO 3   
09-14 Kid Ritchie    California, Tulare, Fairgrounds    D 4   
09-18 Young Predella    California, Fresno, Baseball Park   W-PTS 4 
09-25 Lee Weber    California, Visalia, Municipal Auditorium  W-PTS  4   
10-16 Frankie Vierra    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 4  
10-25 Eddie Mahoney   California, Visalia, Municipal Auditorium  W-KO   2  
10-31 Georgie Lee    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 4   
11-09 Tommy O'Leary   California, Sacramento, L Street Arena  W-PTS 4  
11-12 Clarence Sanchez   California, Hanford, I.D.E.S. Hall   W-PTS 4  
11-21 Eddie Hadden    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 4   
12-29 Trench King    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   L-PTS 4 
   

1924 
01-30 Joe Bell     California, Merced, Columbia Hall   W-PTS 4   
03-04 Benny Barrish    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   D 4 
03-17 Joe Chaney    California, Tulare, I.D.E.S. Hall    D 4   
04-08 Benny Barrish    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 4   
04-18 Battling Tiego    California, Bakersfield, Bakersfield Stadium  W-PTS 4   
04-24 Sam Robideau    California, San Pedro, Chief Petty Officers Club D 4   
04-25 Eddie Doody    California, San Francisco, Dreamland Rink   D 4  
05-02 Jack Sparr     California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  D 4   
05-08 Ad Cadena    California, San Pedro, Chief Petty Officers Club L-PTS 4   
05-27 KO Kelly     California, Vernon, Arena    L-PTS 4   
09-25 Pete Francis     California, Hanford, Athletic Park Arena  W-PTS 4   
11-11 Joe Chaney     California, Exeter, Athletic Field   W-PTS 4   
11-18 Julius Jessick     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   D 4   
12-16 Indian Mike Doyle   California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 4   
 

1925 
02-06 Julius Jessick     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   D 6   
03-11 Gilbert Gallant     California, Hanford, Fifth Street Arena   W-KO 2   
03-24 Dominic McCarthy    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   L-PTS 10   
04-27 Kid Kopecks     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-DQ 6   
05-19 Joe Chaney     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 6   
05-22 Billy Rayes     California, Hanford, Fifth Street Arena   W-PTS 6   
06-19 Young Sam Langford   California, Bakersfield, Bakersfield Arena  D 10   
06-23 Frankie Thomas    California, Fresno, Policemen's Ballpark  W-PTS 6   
07-07 Joe Powell     California, Fresno, Policemen's Ballpark  W-PTS 8   
10-26 Jack Garcia     California, Taft, Taft Arena    W-TKO  5   
 

1926 
01-12 Jimmy Carter     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-KO 5   
01-25 John Battling Ward   California, Taft, Taft Arena    W-PTS 10   
02-19 Dick Hoppe     California, Bakersfield, Bakersfield Arena  D 8   
02-23 Freeman Black     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-TKO4   
05-10 Danny McCoy     California, Taft, Taft Arena    W-KO 4   
05-18 Young Jack Thompson     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 6   
05-25 Young Burmay     California, Taft, Oil City A.C. Arena   W-KO 3   
06-15 Joe Schlocker     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 10   
06-29 Jack Sparr    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 10   
07-05 Billy Alger    California, Pismo Beach, Athletic Club Arena  D 10   

 58



07-13 Young Papke    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 10   
07-26 Leo Claro     California, Taft, Oil City A.C. Arena   W-KO 3   
08-06 Billy Alger     California, San Diego, Coliseum   W-PTS 10   
08-27 Joe Layman    California, San Diego, Coliseum   W-PTS 10   
09-10 Sailor Ashmore   California, Taft, Taft Arena    W-KO 5 
09-24 Charlie Feraci    California, San Diego, Coliseum   W-PTS 10  
10-05 Jerry Young Carpentero  California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-TKO 5   
11-03 Jack Sparr    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-TKO 3  
12-03 Dick Hoppe    California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-PTS 10   
 

1927 
01-18 Phil Salvadore     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-TKO  4  
03-01 Larry Murphy     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 10   
03-23 Billy Murphy     California, Oakland, Auditorium   D 10   
04-13 Young Harry Wills   California, Oakland, Auditorium   W-DQ 10   
05-25 Frankie Tierney     California, Oakland, Auditorium   W-PTS 10  
06-07 Jack Silver     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 10   
06-24 Young Jack Thompson    California, San Francisco, Dreamland Rink  D 10  
07-29 Tommy White     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Rink  D 10  
08-05 Freddie Mack     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Rink  W-PTS 10  
09-20 Joe Vargas     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 10  
10-21 Charlie Feraci     California, San Diego, Coliseum   W-PTS 10  
11-01 Dave Cook     California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-KO 2   
11-22 Sailor Ashmore    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-KO 5  
12-14 Gilbert Attell     California, San Francisco, National Hall  W-KO 5   
12-21 Young Sam Langford    California, San Francisco, National Hall  W-PTS 10  
 

1928 
02-13 Young Jack Thompson    California, San Francisco, State Armory  W-PTS 10   
03-12 Eddie Roberts     California, San Francisco, State Armory  W-KO 9  
04-20 Tony Azevedo     California, Hanford, Ballpark    W-PTS 10  
06-18 Jack Zivic    California, San Francisco, State Armory  W-PTS 10  
08-17 Nick Testo    California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-KO 5 
09-13 Sergeant Sammy Baker  New York, New York, Madison Square Garden  W-PTS 12  
09-26 Sergeant Sammy Baker  New York, Brooklyn, Ebbets Field   L-PTS 12   
 

1929 
01-11 Pete Meyers    California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium D 10 
02-11 Al Gracio    California, San Francisco, State Armory  W-TKO  8  
03-15 Fred Mahan    California, San Francisco, State Armory  W-PTS 10 
04-22 Pete Meyers     California, San Francisco, State Armory  W-PTS 10   
06-07 Al Van Ryan     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10   
06-21 Clyde Chastain    California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10   
08-30 Bucky Lawless    California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-KO 1   
12-13 Tommy Elks     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10  
   

1930 
01-01 Babe Anderson    California, San Jose, Forman's Arena   W-PTS 10   
02-22 Jackie Fields     California, San Francisco, Recreation Park  W-PTS 10   
04-25 Alf Ros      California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10   
05-16 Andy DiVodi     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-KO 6   
07-04 Young Jack Thompson    California, San Francisco, Ewing Field   W-PTS 10  
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09-30 Sammy Jackson    California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium  W-PTS 10  
11-05 Farmer Joe Cooper    California, Oakland, Auditorium   W-KO 1   
 

1931 
01-13 Paulie Walker     California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium  D 10   
02-20 Paulie Walker     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10   
03-20 Paul Pirrone     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10   
05-01 Tommy Herman   California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10   
06-18 Meyer Grace    California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-PTS 10   
08-14 Gaston LeCadre   California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10   
 

1932 
03-04 David Velasco     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10  
04-12 Ceferino Garcia    California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium  W-PTS 10   
04-21 David Velasco     California, Sacramento, Memorial Auditorium  W-PTS 10   
05-16 Vearl Whitehead    California, San Francisco, Civic Auditorium  W-PTS 10   
08-19 Babe Anderson    California, Stockton, Stockton Arena   W-TKO 9  
10-25 Ceferino Garcia    California, Fresno, Civic Auditorium   W-PTS 10  
12-19 Joe Glick     California, San Francisco, Exposition Auditorium W-PTS 10 
 

1933 
02-22 Jackie Fields    California, San Francisco, Seals Stadium  W-PTS 10   
   (National Boxing Association World Welterweight Title) 
05-29 Jimmy McLarnin   California, Los Angeles, Wrigley Field   L-TKO 1  
   (World Welterweight Title) 

 
1934 

02-05 Babe Marino    California, San Francisco, Civic Auditorium  W-PTS 10  
04-30 Young Terry    California, San Francisco, Civic Auditorium  W-KO 3   
08-14 Mickey Walker    California, San Francisco, Seals Stadium  W-PTS 10 
   

1935 
01-28 Bep van Klaveren   California, San Francisco, Civic Auditorium  W-PTS 10   
02-22 Bep van Klaveren    California, San Francisco, Kezar Stadium  W-PTS 10   
07-04 Lou Brouillard     California, San Francisco, Kezar Stadium  L-PTS 10   
 

1936 
07-10 Frankie Britt     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-KO 7 
07-31 Mike Bazzone     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10 
09-18 Joe Bernal     California, Fresno, Frank Chance Field  W-PTS 10   
 

1937 
03-12 Gus Lesnevich     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-TKO  5   
04-02 Dale Sparr     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10   
07-21 Joe Smallwood     California, Oakland, Auditorium   W-PTS 10   
08-13 Billy Conn     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10   
11-08 Billy Conn     Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Duquesne Gardens  L-UD 10   
12-17 Dick Foster     California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10   
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1938 
02-22 Fred Apostoli    California, San Francisco, Seals Stadium  W-PTS 10  

(On March 5th, the California State Athletic Commission recognized Corbett as World Middleweight 
Champion) 

05-25 Jackie Burke     Utah, Salt Lake City, McCullough's Arena  W-PTS 10   
07-19 Glen Lee     California, Fresno, Ratcliffe Stadium   W-PTS 10   
11-18 Fred Apostoli     New York, New York, Madison Square Garden  L-TKO 8 
     (NYSAC World Middleweight Title) 

 
1939 

12-14 Dick Foster    California, San Francisco, Civic Auditorium  W-TKO7
    

1940 

03-13 Dale Sparr     California, Oakland, Auditorium   W-PTS 10  
04-15 Harry Cahill    California, San Francisco, Coliseum Bowl  W-PTS 10   
08-20 Sheik Rangel    California, Fresno, Italian Entertainment Park  W-PTS 10   

 

Bob Yalen Notes:    

Did he fight Phil Salvadore in 1925-1926 (from the 10/23/26 article)? No result was found.   
 
1919 

09-28 Young McGovern   California, Fresno     W-PTS 4  
The fight took place in 1920 
 
1920 

01-13 Jack O'Keefe    California, San Mateo, Floral A.C.   L-KO 1 
   Do not think this was Young Corbett III 
02-05 Eddie Morris    California, Marysville     L-KO 3 
   Do not think this was Young Corbett III 
(It makes no sense whatsoever to bring in a 15-year-old newsboy from 3 or more hours away to fight in San 
Mateo or Marysville) 
 

1923 
04-06 Bud Riley    California, Bakersfield, Bakersfield Arena  W-SD 4 
   The name is given as Jimmy Corbett of Fresno–probably YCIII but not sure 
    
06-28 Eddie Mahoney   California, Visalia     W-PTS 4  

Reported, but not confirmed in Visalia papers–probably 10/25/23 fight 
 
1924 

03-06 J Roberts    California, Pasadena     D 4   
   Reported, but not confirmed 
10-30 Sailor Smith     California, San Pedro, Chief Petty Officers Club W-PTS 4   
   Listed as Young Corbett of Los Angeles 
 

1926 
10-12 Joe Chaney    California, Tulare     W-PTS 6
   Reported, but not confirmed in Tulare papers 
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Jackie Fields  
(Jacob Finkelstein) 

BoxRec ID# 012314 

Born  February 9, 1908, Chicago, Illinois 

Death date June 3, 1987/age 79 

Height 5′ 7½″/171cm 

Reach  69″/175cm 

Weight 126-154 Lbs. 

Residence Los Angeles, California  

Record 72-9-2 (KO 31/KO by 1) + ND-W 2, NC 1 = 86 

 

Tracy Callis, IBRO Director of Historical Research, 

wrote: Fields was an outstanding talent; He could box 

and/or punch. Jackie was quick and possessed good 

boxing, "savvy," and great stamina. During his career, 

he won the Welterweight Championship of the World. He 

defeated such men as Tommy Freeman, Lou Brouillard, William "Gorilla" Jones, 

Vince Dundee, "Young" Jack Thompson, Joe Dundee, Mushy Callahan, Meyer Grace, 

Paul Pirrone, Bucky Lawless, Kid Tut, "Sergeant" Sammy Baker, Johnny Lamar, Harry 

"Kid" Brown, Jackie Silver, "Baby" Joe Gans, Clyde Chastain, Don Fraser, "Farmer" 

Joe Cooper and Joe Vargas. After he retired from the ring, Jackie worked as a 

film editor and unit manager at 20th Century Fox and MGM. Later, he was part-

owner of the Tropicana Hotel in Las Vegas. He also served on the Nevada Athletic 

Commission. 

 

He was complimented in 1962 by Jack Kearns, legendary fight manager, who called 

him the “best all-around battler the United States has ever produced” 

 

Fields was the 1924 Olympic Featherweight Gold Medalist and was inducted into the 

Ring Boxing Hall of Fame in 1977, the International Jewish Sports Hall of Fame 

in 1979, the World Boxing Hall of Fame in 1987, and the International Boxing Hall 

of Fame in 2004. 

 

Fields’ record in the 1986-87 RRB is listed as (74-8-3-1, KO 30/KO by 1), and his 

record in Herb Goldman's 2012 Record Book is listed as (74-9-3-1, KO 30/KO by 1).  

Compilers: Luckett Davis, Bob Soderman, John Sheppard, Mike Delisa, Wouter Van 

Alst, Matt Tegen, Ric Kilmer, Deepak Nahar, Bob Caico, Joshua Rosenfeld, Douglas 

Cavanaugh, Bob Yalen, Dan Cuoco and Jeff Burns. UPDATED JUNE 2024 

 

1925 

02-05 Benny Pascal  California, Pasadena, Armory   W-PTS 6  

04-08 Billy Young  California, Wilmington, Wilmington Bowl W-KO 2 

05-08 Joe Salas   California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-PTS 10  

06-09 Billy Young  California, Vernon, Arena    W-KO 1   

08-12 Johnny Lamar  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium D 6   

09-23 Frankie Fink  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-PTS 6  

11-12 Jimmy McLarnin  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium L-KO 2 

   

1926 

02-24 Willie Buff  California, Wilmington, Wilmington Bowl W-KO 3 

03-12 Young Brown  California, Sacramento, L Street Arena  W-TKO 5  

04-09 Phil Salvadore  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-PTS 10   

04-28 Johnny Lamar  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-PTS 10 

06-18 Johnny Lamar  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-PTS 10  

07-16 Roscoe Hall  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-PTS 10   
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09-02 Sailor Ashmore  California, Pasadena, Armory   W-PTS 8   

09-24 Dick Hoppe   California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-PTS 10   

11-06 Sailor Paddy Mullen California, Vernon, Arena    W-KO 1   

12-07 King Tut   California, Vernon, Arena    W-PTS 10   

12-21 Jack Silver  California, San Francisco, Dreamland Rink W-TKO 4  

1927 

01-14 Matty Mario  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-PTS 10  

01-25 Harry 'Kid' Brown California, Vernon, Arena    W-PTS 10  

03-11 Russell Whalen  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-PTS 10  

04-04 Sammy Mandell  California, Los Angeles, Wrigley Field  ND-W 12  

06-01 Joey Kaufman  New York, Long Island City, Queensboro Stadium W-PTS 10  

06-15 Louis 'Kid' Kaplan New York, New York, Polo Grounds   L-PTS 10  

07-04 Frankie Fink  New York, Woodhaven, Queens, Dexter Park Arena W-PTS 10  

08-30 Baby Joe Gans  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-PTS 10  

11-03 Joey Silver  California, Los Angeles, Wrigley Field  W-PTS 10  

11-22 Mushy Callahan  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-PTS 10 

12-02 Dick Ramies  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-KO 2 

12-20 Buddy Saunders  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-PTS 10 

 

1928 

01-13 Charlie Feraci  California, San Diego, Coliseum   W-PTS 10 

02-14 Vince Dundee  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-PTS 10 

02-23 Sammy Mandell  Illinois, Chicago, Coliseum    L-UD 10 

04-17 Vince Dundee  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-PTS 10 

05-04 Don Fraser   California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-KO 1 

06-08 Don Fraser   California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-KO 3 

06-26 Jack Zivic   California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-TKO 7 

07-13 Farmer Joe Cooper California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10 

07-20 Joe Vargas   California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-TKO 9 

08-10 Pete Meyers  California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-TKO 4 

10-01 Young Jack Thompson California, San Francisco, State Armory W-PTS 10 

10-30 Sergeant Sammy Baker California, Los Angeles, Wrigley Field  W-KO 2 

11-30 Mike Payan   California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-KO 2 

12-28 Tommy Elks 141  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-TKO 7 

 

1929 

01-28 Jack McCarthy  Illinois, Chicago, Dexter Park Pavilion W-PTS 10 

02-15 Baby Joe Gans  New York, New York, Madison Square Garden W-PTS 10 

03-08 Al Van Ryan  Michigan, Detroit, Olympia Stadium  W-TKO 5 

03-25 Young Jack Thompson Illinois, Chicago, Coliseum    W-UD 10 

(Vacant NBA World Welterweight Title)  

05-24 Clyde Chastain  Illinois, Chicago, Chicago Stadium  W-PTS 10 

06-19 Jackie Horner  Missouri, Saint Louis, Battery A Arena  W-KO 4 

06-28 Farmer Joe Cooper Illinois, Chicago, Mills Stadium   W-KO 1 

07-25 Joe Dundee   Michigan, Detroit, State Fairgrounds Arena W-DQ 2 

(World Welterweight Title)  

10-02 Vince Dundee  Illinois, Chicago, Coliseum    W-UD 10 

10-21 Gorilla Jones  California, San Francisco, State Armory W-PTS 10 

11-04 Fred Mahan   Missouri, Kansas City  Convention Hall  W-KO 2 

12-13 Gorilla Jones  Massachusetts, Boston, Boston Garden  NC 7 

The referee stopped the bout, declaring that Jones was not giving his "usual 

exhibition." Fields burst into tears. The state boxing commission ordered Eddie 

Mack, promoter, to pay both purses. 

 

1930 

01-06 Alf Ros   Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Arena  W-PTS 10 
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01-10 Jimmy Owens  Illinois, Chicago, Chicago Stadium  W-TKO 2 

01-24 Vince Dundee  Illinois, Chicago, Chicago Stadium  W-UD 10 

02-22 Young Corbett III California, San Francisco, Recreation Park L-PTS 10 

04-08 Tommy Freeman  Ohio, Cleveland, Public Hall   W-TKO 4 

04-21 Meyer Grace  Missouri, Kansas City, Convention Hall  W-KO 3 

05-09 Young Jack Thompson Michigan, Detroit, Olympia Stadium  L-PTS 15 

(World Welterweight Title)  

09-30 Jackie Horner   New York, Rochester, Convention Hall  W-PTS 1 

10-07 Tommy Jordan   Indiana, Indianapolis, Armory   W-KO 3 

11-14 Pete Susky   Pennsylvania, Scranton, Watres Armory  W-UD 10 

11-24 Sam Bruce    New York, Buffalo, Broadway Auditorium  W-MD 10 

12-10 Paul Pirrone   Ohio, Cleveland, Public Hall   W-PTS 10 

12-19 Bucky Lawless   Michigan, Detroit, Olympia Stadium  W-KO 5 

 

1931 

02-26 Jackie Brady  New York, Syracuse, Arena    W-UD 10 

09-17 Young Terry   New York, New York, Madison Square Garden L-PTS 10  

10-08 King Tut    Michigan, Detroit, Olympia Stadium  W-PTS 10 

11-16 Jimmy Belmont   Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Motor Square Garden D  10 

 

1932 

01-28 Lou Brouillard   Illinois, Chicago, Chicago Stadium  W-UD 10 

(World Welterweight Title)  

02-29 Jimmy Belmont   Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Motor Square Garden W-TKO 8 

03-04 Johnny Indrisano   Massachusetts, Boston, Boston Garden  L-UD 10 

03-08 Patsy Pollock  Colorado, Denver, City Auditorium  W-KO 2 

03-11 Izzy Kline    Utah, Salt Lake City, McCullough's Arena W-KO 1 

04-01 Leslie Baker   Massachusetts, Boston, Boston Garden  W-TKO 5 

04-05 Pee Wee Jarrell   Ohio, Dayton, Memorial Hall    W-KO 4 

05-06 Henry Firpo   Kentucky, Louisville, Jefferson County Armory ND-W 10 

12-01 Tommy Herman   California, San Francisco, Civic Auditorium W-KO 2 

12-08 Red Grigry    California, Stockton, Civic Memorial Auditorium  W-TKO 5 

12-30 Eddie Murdock   California, San Diego, Coliseum   L-PTS 10 

 

1933 

02-22 Young Corbett III  California, San Francisco, Seals Stadium L-PTS 10 

(World Welterweight Title)  

05-02 Young Peter Jackson California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-PTS 10 
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Gus Lesnevich 

(Gustav George Lesnevich) 

BoxRec ID# 010346 

Born  February 22, 1915, Cliffside Park, NJ 

Died  February 28, 1964/age 49, Cliffside Park, NJ 

stance orthodox 

Height 5′9″/175cm 

Weight 159-185 Lbs. 

Record 61-14-5 (KO 24/KO by 5) UPDATED: June 2024 

Tracy Callis, IBRO Director of Historical, wrote: “Lesnevich 

was stocky and sturdy; He was not fancy but was rugged and 

always ready, willing, and able to mix it up. During his career, he won the Light 

Heavyweight Championship of the World. Gus defeated such men as "Blackjack" Billy 

Fox, Tami Mauriello, Bob Olin, Alabama Kid, Jack Marshall, Joe Kahut, Freddie 

Mills, Melio Bettina, Jackie Aldare, Eddie "Kid" Whalen, Ray Actis, Carmen Barth, 

Young Stuhley, Johnny "Bandit" Romero, Herbie Katz, Lou Brouillard, Ambrose 

Palmer, Larry Lane, Dave Clark, Nathan Mann, Anton Christoforidis, and drew with 

Allen Matthews.”  

Lesnevich's prowess in the ring was acknowledged with his induction into the 

prestigious Ring Boxing Hall of Fame in 1973 and the World Boxing Hall of Fame 

in 1988. However, his legacy is yet to be fully recognized with induction into 

the International Boxing Hall of Fame. Gus' record in the 1986-87 RRB is listed 

as (60-14-5, KO 23/KO by 5), and his record in Herb Goldman's 2012 Record Book 

is listed as (60-14-5, KO 24/KO by 5).  

Compilers: Luckett Davis, Jack Kincaid, Laurence Fielding, Dan Cuoco, Bob Yalen, 

Ric Kilmer, Matt Tegen, John Sheppard, Mike DeLisa, Robin Nygaard, Wouter Van 

Alst, Martin Reichert, Deepak Nahar, Doug Cavanaugh, Jeff Burns, Paul Cupitt, 

Michael Attree, Bob Caico, Henry Hascup, Jacques Verster, and Andy Whittle. 

1934 

05-05 Justin Hoffman  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-TKO 2  

05-19 Sid Cohen    New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-TKO 3 

05-29 Jimmy Calabrese  New Jersey, Fort Lee, Kennel Track  W-KO 1     

06-09  Willie Kline  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 6   

06-16  Roy Frisco   New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 6   

07-23  Frankie Cal   New Jersey, Jersey City, Oakland Outdoor Arena W-TKO 2   

09-13  Nicky Williams  New Jersey, Hasbrouck Heights, Teterboro Airdrome W-PTS 6   

09-22  Charley Weise  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 6   

10-13  Mark Hough  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 6  

11-03  Tom Chester  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 6   

11-24  Jackie Aldare  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  L-SD 6   

12-08  Stanley Willardson New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 6  

12-29  Jackie Aldare  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 8   

  

1935 

01-12  Bucky Lawless  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-KO 2   

02-02  Jackie Aldare  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 8   

03-02  John Andersson   New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 8  

03-22  John Andersson  New York, New York, Madison Square Garden D 6   

04-13  Jimmy Varrelli  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-KO 1   

05-04  Tom Chester  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 8   

05-25  Tony Celli  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 8   

12-14  Frank LoBianco  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 8   

12-17  Butch Lynch  New Jersey, Jersey City, Braddock Arena W-PTS 10   
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1936 

02-04  Eddie Whalen  New Jersey, Jersey City, Braddock Arena W-TKO 5   

03-11  Billy Hood  Florida, Miami Beach, Beach Arena  W-PTS 8   

03-16  Frankie Caris  New Jersey, Newark, Laurel Garden  D 10 

04-13  Frankie Caris  New Jersey, Newark, Laurel Garden  W-PTS 10   

05-19  Sammy Christian  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-PTS 4   

05-29  Johnny Sikes  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-TKO 1   

06-19  Louie Rogers  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-TKO 1   

08-21  Ray Actis   California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-PTS 10   

10-09  Carmen Barth  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  W-PTS 10  

10-23  Marty Simmons  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium  D 10 

11-04  Young Stuhley  California, San Francisco, Civic Auditorium W-KO 9  

11-17  Freddie Steele  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium L-TKO 2  

  

1937 

02-20  Tony Celli  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  W-PTS 8  

03-12  Young Corbett III California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium L-TKO 5   

05-14  Johnny 'Bandit' Romero  California, Hollywood, Legion Stadium W-TKO 7  

06-22  Young Stuhley  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-PTS 10   

08-24  Atilio Sabatino  California, Los Angeles, Olympic Auditorium W-PTS 10  

09-03  Alabama Kid  California, San Francisco, Dreamland Auditorium W-PTS 10   

10-05  Allen Matthews  Washington, Seattle, Crystal Pool  D 10   

11-19  Herbie Katz  New York, New York, Madison Square Garden W-PTS 8   

  

1938 

01-07  Joey Parks  Missouri, Saint Louis, Coliseum   D 10   

02-08  Ben Brown   Florida, Coral Gables, Coliseum   W-UD 10   

02-24  Jack Kirkland  Florida, Miami Beach, Beach Arena  W-KO 1   

03-23  Lou Brouillard  New York, New York, Hippodrome   W-PTS 10   

06-01  Buddy Ryan  New Jersey, West New York, Miller Stadium W-PTS 10   

06-16  Stanley Hasrato  New Jersey, West New York, Miller Stadium W-KO 1   

10-27  Ron Richards  New South Wales, Sydney, Sydney Sports Ground L-PTS 12  

12-08  Ambrose Palmer  New South Wales, Sydney, Sydney Sports Ground W-PTS 12   

  

1939 

01-13  Alabama Kid  New South Wales, Sydney, Sydney Sports Ground W-TKO 9  

02-02  Bob Olin   New South Wales, Sydney, Sydney Sports Arena W-PTS 12   

05-15  Larry Lane  New Jersey, Trenton, Arena    W-PTS 10   

06-22  Dave Clark  New Jersey, Nutley, Velodrome   W-KO 1  

11-17  Billy Conn  New York, New York, Madison Square Garden L-UD 15   

(NBA/NYSAC World Light Heavyweight Title) 

 

1940 

01-01  Dave Clark  Michigan, Detroit, Fair Grounds Coliseum W-UD 10   

06-05  Billy Conn  Michigan, Detroit, Olympia Stadium  L-UD 15   

(NBA/NYSAC World Light Heavyweight Title) 

07-22  Wally Sears  New Jersey, Garfield, Belmont Park  W-PTS 10   

09-05  Henry Cooper  New Jersey, Garfield, Belmont Park  W-TKO 4   

11-23  Al Delaney  New York, Brooklyn, Ridgewood Grove  L-PTS 10   

12-16  Jack Marshall  New Jersey, Newark, Laurel Garden  W-KO 4   

  

1941 

02-27  Nathan Mann  Michigan, Detroit, Olympia Stadium  W-UD 10   

05-22  Anton Christoforidis New York, New York, Madison Square Garden W-UD 15   

(NBA World Light Heavyweight Title) 

* Lesnevich was awarded the title by the NBA on May 24, 1941 
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08-26  Tami Mauriello  New York, New York, Madison Square Garden W-SD 15    

(NBA/Vacant NYSAC World Light Heavyweight Title)  

(Vacant World Light Heavyweight Title) 

11-14  Tami Mauriello  New York, New York, Madison Square Garden W-UD 15 

      (World Light Heavyweight Title) 

 

1942 

01-30  Bob Pastor  New York, New York, Madison Square Garden L-UD 10   

03-11  Jimmy Bivins  Ohio, Cleveland, Arena    L-UD 10  

 

1942-1945* 

        (United States Coast Guard *World Light Heavyweight Title Frozen) 

  

1946 

01-11  Joe Kahut   Oregon, Portland, Auditorium   W-KO 1   

02-22  Lee Oma   New York, New York, Madison Square Garden L-TKO 5  

05-14 Freddie Mills  London, Harringay, Harringay Arena  W-TKO 10   

(World Light Heavyweight Title) 

09-17  Bruce Woodcock  London, Harringay, Harringay Arena  L-KO 8   

  

1947 

02-28  Billy Fox   New York, New York, Madison Square Garden W-TKO 10 

(World Light Heavyweight Title 

05-23  Melio Bettina  New York, New York, Madison Square Garden W-KO 1   

07-30  Tami Mauriello  New York, Brooklyn, Ebbets Field   W-UD 10   

10-31  Tami Mauriello  New York, New York, Madison Square Garden W-TKO 7  

  

1948 

03-05 Billy Fox   New York, New York, Madison Square Garden W-KO 1   

(World Light Heavyweight Title) 

07-26  Freddie Mills  London, White City, White City Stadium  L-PTS 15   

(World Light Heavyweight Title) 

 

1949 

03-03  Eldridge Eatman  New Jersey, Newark, Mosque Theater  W-KO 1   

05-23  Joey Maxim  Ohio, Cincinnati, Cincinnati Gardens  L-UD 15  

(Vacant American Light Heavyweight Title (NBA)) 

08-10  Ezzard Charles  New York, The Bronx, Yankee Stadium  L-RTD 7   

(NBA World Heavyweight Title) 
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Tod Morgan  (Albert Morgan Pilkington) - first two years in California

Compiled by Bob Yalen

Attached are a few notes regarding the early career of Tod Morgan  

(corrections to the boxrec record) this does not take into account 

his early fights in Washington, just when he moved to California.

 

1920

Oct 23 George Green D 4 Eureka Armory Hall (Bert Morgan)

Nov 6 George Green W 4 Eureka Armory Hall (Bert Morgan)

Nov 23 Young Mike Gibbons W 4 Vallejo Airdrome Theatre

Nov 27 Young Joe Rivers W 4 Fairfield Majestic Hall

    

1921

Mar 29 Joe Bell D 4 Vallejo Airdrome Theatre

Apr 6 Young Mike Gibbons D 4 Benicia City Hall

Apr 20 Joe Bell W 4 Vallejo Airdrome Theatre

May 4 Sammy Girsch W 4 Benicia I.D.E.S. Hall

May 6 Frankie Novey W 4 Sacramento L-street Arena

May 10 Alex 'Skeeter' McDonald D 4 Vallejo Airdrome Theatre

May 20 Trench King D 4 Sacramento L-street Arena

May 24 Lew Hogan TKO 3 Vallejo Airdrome Theatre

Jun 4 Chief Mayhatch W 4 Eureka Armory Hall

Jun 9 Trench King D 4 Benicia City Hall

Jul 8 Trench King W 4 Sacramento L-street Arena

Aug 9 Alex 'Skeeter' McDonald D 4 Vallejo Airdrome Theatre (16th bout in CA)

Sep 2 Young Carpentier W 4 Sacramento L-street Arena

Sep 16 Young Carpentier W 4 Sacramento L-street Arena

Oct 7 Ad Remy D 4 Sacramento L-street Arena

Nov 1 Willie Shyrock W 4 Vernon Vernon Arena

Nov 8 Jimmy Hackley W 4 Vernon Vernon Arena

Nov 15 Willie Shyrock W 4 Vernon Vernon Arena

Dec 5 Bud Miller KO 2 San Diego San Diego Coliseum

Dec 12 Willie Shyrock D 4 San Diego San Diego Coliseum

Note:

1. record in California through 1921 was claimed as 15-0-9, which is what is above

claimed fights (all 1921) - do not think these occurred and are reflected by the above results

Alex 'Skeeter' McDonald W 4

Alex 'Skeeter' McDonald D 4

Willie Shyrock W 4

 68



Pal Reed 
(Percy Floyd Reed) 
Alias  Percy Pal Reed 
BoxRec ID # 11314 
Born  December 21, 1898, Superior, Wisconsin 
Died  January 2, 1991, Tucson, Arizona/age 92 
Stance Southpaw 
Height 5′ 10″ / 178cm 
Weight 152-168 lbs. 
Residence Framingham, Massachusetts  
Record 45-25-4 (KO 20/KO by 3) + (ND-W 3, ND-L 5, NC 1) = 83  
 
Pal Reed’s record appeared in IBRO Journal # 57 in June 1998. He fought six world champions: Mickey 
Walker, Tiger Flowers, Jack Delaney, Tommy Loughran, Johnny Wilson, and Harry Greb (three times). He 
fought Greb, Delaney, and Flowers when they reigned as world champions, but despite coming close, he 
never succeeded in winning a world crown. 
 
Before becoming a professional boxer, Pal was enlisted in the US Navy, where he began his amateur boxing 
career and eventually became the middleweight champion of the Navy. Pal served during WWI and 
subsequently received an honorable discharge. For four years during his professional fighting career, he 
attended summer school programs at Harvard University, where he studied Physical Education and was 
awarded his graduation certificate. He also served as Assistant Boxing Coach at Harvard from 1923 - 1924. 
 
Reed retired from professional boxing in 1927, at age 28, and embarked on a new chapter in his career. He 
dedicated eight years of his life, from 1927 to 1934, to coaching the University of New Hampshire Boxing 
Team. One of his greatest accomplishments during his tenure was coaching Phil Wageman to the National 
Collegiate Light Heavyweight crown, a feat that brought pride to the sport of boxing. 
 
Pal Reed's commitment to personal growth was evident when he received his Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of New Hampshire in 1930. The media of the day noted that Pal was the first professional 
boxer of great distinction to graduate from college after quitting the ring, a testament to his dedication to 
education. 
 
At 43, he rejoined the US Navy as a chief specialist in Commander Gene Tunney's physical fitness program. 
 
Compilers: Luckett Davis, Dan Cuoco, Bob Yalen, Douglas Cavanaugh, Joshua Rosenfeld, Matt Tegen, 
Wouter Van Last, Stacey Skinner, Joshua Rosenfeld, Ric Kilmer, Mike Delisa, Bob Caico, Sid Schneck, Jeff 
Burns, and Robin Nygaard.  UPDATED JULY  2024  
 

1917 

10-19  Arthur McDonald   Massachusetts, Boston, Commercial A.C.  W-KO 5  
10-26 Larry Costello    Massachusetts, Boston, Commercial A.C.  W-RTD 4   
11-02 Bo Raney    Massachusetts, Boston, Commercial A.C.  W-TKO 3   
11-23 Frank Dame    Massachusetts, Boston, Commercial A.C.  W-KO 2  
11-29 Larry Costello    Massachusetts, Boston, Commercial A.C.  W-TKO 1  
12-14 Toby Lyons    Massachusetts, Boston, Commercial A.C.  W-KO 1   
12-28 Kid Green    Massachusetts, Boston, Commercial A.C.  W-TKO 2   
  

1918 
01-16 Young Goula    Rhode Island, North Providence, Marieville Gardens W-PTS 10 

 69



03-01  Joe DeMaris      Massachusetts, Boston, Commercial A.C.  L-TKO 1 
03-08 Joe White    Massachusetts, Boston, Commercial A.C.  W-DQ 4   
 

1919 
03-20 Fred Dyer    Massachusetts, Lawrence, Unity Cycle Club  W-PTS 12   
04-11 Young Ahearn    Massachusetts, Boston, Commercial A.C.  L-PTS 12   
05-06 Georges Rivet    Massachusetts, Lowell, Playhouse   W-KO 4   
05-16 Patsy De Lucca   Massachusetts, Boston, Commercial A.C.  W-KO 3   
07-03 Billy Kramer    Maine, Portland, Pine Tree A.C.   W-KO 5   
09-12 Alex Costica    Massachusetts, Marlborough, Marlborough Driving Club W-PTS 12   
10-09 Paul Dixon    Massachusetts, Lowell, Crescent Rink  NC 1   

Declared NC when Dixon was unable to continue after falling through the ropes. 
10-16 George Robinson   Massachusetts, Framingham, Casino A.C.  W-PTS 12   
10-25 Red Vision    Massachusetts, Lawrence, Cuddy's Arena  W-TKO 4  
11-13 Larry McGill    Massachusetts, Framingham, Casino A.A.  W-KO 3   
11-24 Silent Martin    Maine, Portland, Exposition Building   L-TKO 7 
   

1920 
01-19 Johnny McLaughlin   Massachusetts, Framingham, Framingham A.C. W-PTS 12   
02-07 Young Jack Johnson   Massachusetts, Boston, Commonwealth A.C. W-PTS 12   
03-16 George Robinson   Massachusetts, Boston, Grand Opera House  W-PTS 12   
04-06 Johnny Wilson    Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  L-PTS 12  
04-19 Charley Fernes    Massachusetts, Framingham, Framingham A.C. W-KO 2   
06-15 Jackie Clark    Massachusetts, Boston, Grand Opera House  D 12   
08-09 Jackie Clark    Massachusetts, Lynn, Casino A.C.   W-PTS 12   
10-09 Alex Costica    Massachusetts, Boston, Fenway Park   W-PTS 10  
11-06 Jack McCarron    Massachusetts, Worcester, Lincoln Park Theater W-PTS 10 
12-13 Jack McClelland   Massachusetts, Boston, Grand Opera House  W-TKO 2  
 

1921 
01-11 Pat McCarthy    Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  W-PTS 10   
01-29 Harry Greb    Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  L-PTS 10  
03-14 Battling Kopin    Massachusetts, Boston, Grand Opera House  W-TKO 1   
04-08 Len Rowlands    Massachusetts, Boston, Arena   W-KO 2   
05-18 Jackie Clark    Massachusetts, Boston, Braves Field   W-PTS 10 
06-30 Tommy Robson   Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  W-PTS 10  
07-04 Jock Malone    Massachusetts, Boston, Braves Field   L-PTS 10  
10-14 Lou Bogash    Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  W-PTS 10   
12-02 Jock Malone    Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  L-SD 10  
 

1922 
01-13 Pat McCarthy    Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  L-PTS 10   
03-27 Mike Morley    Massachusetts, Lynn, Casino Hall   W-PTS 10   
04-07 Soldier Frank    Rhode Island, Woonsocket, Arena A.C.  W-KO 2 
05-22 Steve Latzo    Massachusetts, Boston, Arena   W-TKO 2  
05-29 Mickey Walker    Massachusetts, Boston, Arena   L-TKO 4   
09-08 Lou Bogash    Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  L-PTS 10   
10-02 Johnny Wolgast   Massachusetts, Lynn, Casino Hall   W-KO 4  
10-24 Lou Bogash    New York, New York, Pioneer Sporting Club  L-PTS 12  
11-17 Young Fisher    Rhode Island, Providence, National A.C.  W-DQ 5   
11-23 Jackie Clark    Massachusetts, Worcester, Worcester Casino L-PTS 10   
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1923 
01-08 Tommy Loughran   New Jersey, Newark, Broad A.C.   ND-L    12 
02-05 Harry Greb    New Jersey, Newark, Broad A.C.   ND-L    12 
06-04 Young Fisher    Rhode Island, Providence    L-PTS 10  
06-22 Joe Eagan    Massachusetts, Revere, Cycle Track   W-PTS 10   
06-26 Young Fisher    New York, Albany, Knickerbocker A.C.   D 12  
07-09 Sailor Darden    New Jersey, Newark, Broad A.C.   ND-L     10 
08-15 Pat McCarthy    Massachusetts, Boston, Arena   W-PTS 10   
10-16 Joe Eagan    Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  W-PTS 10   
11-16 Johnny Wilson    Massachusetts, Boston, Arena   L-PTS 10   
11-21 Frankie Venchell   Pennsylvania, Wilkes-Barre, South Main Street Armory ND-W   10 
12-05 Allentown Joe Gans   Pennsylvania, Wilkes-Barre, South Main Street Armory D 10   
 

1924 
01-21 Frank Moody    Massachusetts, New Bedford, Bristol Arena  L-PTS 12   
01-29 Johnny Wilson    Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  L-PTS 10   
02-22 Jack Green    Massachusetts, New Bedford    W-PTS 10  
03-13 Frank Moody    Massachusetts, New Bedford, New Bedford A.C. L-PTS 10   
05-12 Harry Greb    Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Motor Square Garden L-PTS 10   
05-17 Pat McCarthy    Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  L-PTS 10 
10-17 Frank Kearns    New York, Syracuse, Arena    W-PTS 6   
11-21 Allentown Dundee    Pennsylvania, Allentown    W-PTS 10   
11-27 Frank Moody    Maine, Portland, Exposition Building   ND-W   12  
12-26 Jack Delaney    New York, New York, Madison Square Garden  L-PTS 12 
    

1925 
03-31 Billy Britton     Pennsylvania, Allentown, Ly Theatre   L-PTS 10   
05-18 Tiger Flowers     Massachusetts, Boston, Mechanics Building  L-PTS 10   
10-14 Jack Stone    Connecticut, New London, Armory   L-PTS 10   
10-17 Sunny Jim Williams   New York, New York, Commonwealth Sporting Club L-PTS 10   
11-18 Jack Stone    Connecticut, New Haven, Lyceum Theatre  D 12   
  

1926 
04-12 Lou Bogash    Massachusetts, Lynn, Casino Hall   L-PTS 10   
06-02 Hambone Kelly   Massachusetts, Boston, Braves Field   W-TKO 5   
11-05 Joe Sekyra    Ohio, Lima, Memorial Hall    ND-L     12 
12-06 Tom Burns    Ohio, Canton, Canton Auditorium   ND-W   10  

1927 
01-31 Joe Lohman    Ohio, Cleveland, Public Hall    W-PTS 8    
03-18 Wilson Yarbo    Pennsylvania, Erie, Carney Auditorium  W-PTS 10   
06-14 Homer Robertson   Maine, Portland, Exposition Building   ND-L     12 
 

***** 
   

Incorrect entry* 
 
11-26-1926 Frank Moody   Maine, Portland     ND         12  
 
*(Frank Moody was in Wales training for his fight with Joe Bloomfield.  (The Merthyr Express, Aberdare and 
East Glamorgan Herald, Tredegar and West Monmouth Times, Sat, Nov 27, 1926, Page 24).  
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Corporal Izzy Schwartz - early career

Compiled by Bob Yalen

1921

Mar 17 Billy Stone ND-D 6 Pontiac, MI Pontiac Armory

Apr 12 Sammy Tasco ND-W 6 Detroit, MI Avenue Theater

May 3 Eddie Steepe ND-W 8 Detroit, MI Avenue Theater (also listed L 8)

May 17 Eddie Steepe ND-D 10 Detroit, MI Avenue Theater

May 30 Jean LaRue KO by 4 Windsor, CAN Armouries

Jul 4 Billy Stone TKO 4 Pontiac, MI Lake Orion Arena

Nov 1 Sammy Tasco ND-L 10 Detroit, MI Avenue Theater (5th fight w/ Tasco)

Nov 16 Clarence Rosen ND-L 10 Bay City, MI Bay City Armory

Nov 25 Eddie Steepe ND-D 6 Detroit, MI Danceland Arena

1922

Feb 13 Tommy Enright ND-W 10 Bay City, MI Bay City Armory

Mar 6 Clarence Rosen ND-L 10 Bay City, MI Bay City Armory

Mar 28 Jimmy Russo ND-L 10 Lansing, MI Colonial Theater

May 22 Joe Lucas ND-L 10 Detroit, MI Danceland Arena

Jun 5 Irwin Franklin ND-D 10 Detroit, MI Danceland Arena

Sep 18 Joe Lucas ND-D 10 Detroit, MI Danceland Arena (papers split W/L)

Oct 9 Tommy Hughes ND-L 10 Detroit, MI Elks' Club

Nov 27 Eddie Steepe ND-D 10 Detroit, MI Danceland Arena

Notes:

Undated fights

Scotty MacBeth W (from 6/18/21 article)

Young Russo D (from 6/18/21 article)

Johnny Kaiser KO by 1 (pre 3/21/26 from article in St. Louis)

1926 Joey Ross L believe this was from early result

1928 Black Bill L Havana believe this was 1925 result

1928 Black Bill L Havana believe this was 1925 result
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Pinky Silverberg

My latest effort on Pinky attached...a few new fights added and some notes at the end

 (was able to go through the Ansonia CT newspapers to add some information).

Submitted by Bob Yalen

1924

Jul 24 Young DeMatteo W 3 Derby, CT first and only amateur fight

Sep 6 Harold Fly W 6 New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club

Oct 4 Harry Chester W 6 New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club

Nov 15 Harry Chester W 4 New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club

1925

Feb 21 Ivan Hawes Wdisq 1 New York, NY Commonwealth Sporting Club

Jun 22 Young Altieri TKO 4 Waterbury, CT Brassco Park

Aug 20 Happy Rollinson L 10 Ansonia, CT Opera House

(For Connecticut State Flyweight title)

Oct 6 Bobby Lee KO 1 Jersey City, NJ Oakland A.A. Arena

Oct 17 Al Beauregard W 10 Ansonia, CT Opera House

(Won Connecticut State Flyweight title)

1926

Jan 7 Ruby Bradley L 8 Hartford, CT Foot Guard Hall

Mar 22 Joey Eulo L 6 New Haven, CT Music Hall

Apr 5 Willie LaMorte TKO by 3 Hartford, CT Foot Guard Hall

Aug 17 Happy Rollinson TKO 1 New Haven, CT Nutmeg Stadium

(Retained Connecticut State Flyweight title)

Aug 30 Joey Eulo L 8 New Haven, CT Nutmeg Stadium

Oct 5 Ivan Hawes W 8 New York, NY 22nd Engineers' Armory

Oct 19 Tommy Abobo W 8 New York, NY 22nd Engineers' Armory

Oct 30 Carroll Setti W 8 New York, NY 14th Regiment Armory

1927

Jan 19 Black Bill L 6 New York, NY Walker Athletic Club

Feb 4 Joe Leone D 4 New York, NY Madison Square Garden

Apr 2 Scotty Horsburg exh 3 Bridgeport, CT State Armory

Jun 16 Joey Williams TKO 7 Bridgeport, CT Pleasure Beach Arena

Jun 30 Joey Williams W 8 Bridgeport, CT Pleasure Beach Arena

Jul 8 Bud Rodney W 4 New Haven, CT Nutmeg Stadium

Jul 14 Charlie Nieman TKO 3 West Haven, CT White City Stadium

Aug 3 Joe Deines TKO 3 Newburgh Hts., OH Taylor Bowl

Aug 29 Ruby Bradley D 8 Milford, CT Walnut Beach Arena

Oct 14 Frisco Grande W 8 Ansonia, CT Opera House

Oct 22 Ruby Bradley Wdisq 7 Bridgeport, CT State Armory

(Won vacant NBA Flyweight title)

Dec 3 Ruby Bradley L 10 Bridgeport, CT State Armory
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1928

Jan 31 Eddie Enos W 8 Bridgeport, CT State Armory

Apr 3 Willie Cubic L 6 New Haven, CT New Haven Arena

Apr 16 Tony Santello W 8 Pittsfield, MA New Winter Garden

Apr 23 Charles Trimble exh 3 Ansonia, CT Eagles Hall

Apr 23 Eddie Roberts exh 3 Ansonia, CT Eagles Hall

May 14 Harry Roberts W 10 Pittsfield, MA New Winter Garden

Jun 25 Willie LaMorte L 10 Newark, NJ Laurel Garden

Jul 3 Benny Tell L 10 New York, NY 22nd Engineers' Armory

Jul 16 Sammy Fertitta D 4 Brooklyn, NY Coney Island Stadium

Jul 24 Pete Sanstol L 6 Long Island City, NY Queensboro Stadium

Aug 25 Pete Lucci L 8 Milford, CT Walnut Beach Arena

Sep 8 Jimmy Lorenzo TKO Harlem, NY Olympia Athletic Club

Sep 22 Archie Bell L 6 Brooklyn, NY Ridgewood Grove Sporting Club

Sep 29 'Dodo' Jackson W 10 Harlem, NY Olympia Athletic Club

Nov 1 Frankie Bauman L 8 Passaic, NJ Kanter's Auditorium

Nov 8 Kid Chocolate L 8 New York, NY St. Nicholas Arena

Nov 22 Willie Cubic D 8 Passaic, NJ Kanter's Auditorium

Nov 27 Johnny Erickson D 10 New York, NY New Lenox Sporting Club

Dec 29 Black Bill L 6 Harlem, NY Olympia Athletic Club

1929

May 25 Petey Sarron L 15 Melbourne, AUS West Melbourne Stadium

Aug 2 Dick Corbett L 15 Brisbane, AUS Brisbane Stadium

Sep 13 Young Siki W 15 Brisbane, AUS Brisbane Stadium

Nov 11 Nel Tarleton L 10 New York, NY St. Nicholas Arena

1930

Jan 25 Panama Al Brown L 10 Havana, CUB Arena Polar

Mar 10 Midget Wolgast L 10 Jamaica, NY Jamaica Arena

May 8 Midget Wolgast L 8 Philadelphia, PA New Broadway Athletic Club

May 23 Billy Kelly L 10 Scranton, PA Watres Armory

Jun 23 Nick DeSalvo W 8 Waterbury, CT Lakewood Arena

Jul 15 Eddie Brink L 6 Scranton, PA Brooks Field

Jul 28 Eddie Burl L 10 Brooklyn, NY Henderson's Bowl

Dec 19 Midget Lavigne D 10 Burlington, VT Memorial Auditorium

(For New England Bantamweight title)

1931

Jan 2 Jimmy Ketchell TKO 3 Burlington, VT Memorial Auditorium

Jan 9 Harry Hill L 10 Burlington, VT Memorial Hall

Mar 9 Midget Wolgast L 10 Bridgeport, CT Park Arena

Sep 4 Felipe Andrade Yambo L 6 New York, NY Dyckman Oval

Oct 8 Jimmy Thomas L 10 McKeesport, PA Palisades Rink

1932

Jan 11 Felipe Andrade Yambo L 6 New York, NY New Lenox Sporting Club

Jul 11 Damasco Seda W 5 Bronx, NY Starlight Park

Jul 15 Benny Tressito W 8 Long Branch, NJ Ocean View A.A. club rooms
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1933

May 23 Joe Christie KO 1 New York, NY New Lenox Sporting Club

Aug 15 Rocky Gravel ND-W 6 Portland, ME Exposition Building

Aug 28 Kiki Stanley ND-W 4 Portland, ME Exposition Building

Aug 31 K.O. Blouin ND-W 6 Westbrook, ME Westbrook Coliseum

Sep 11 K.O. Blouin ND-W 5 Portland, ME Exposition Building

Nov 3 Kid Barrilito ND-L 6 Bath, ME Arcade Arena

1934

Feb 12 Damasco Seda L 4 New York, NY Central Sports Arena

1935

1936

1937

Mar 4 Frankie Reese W 4 New York, NY Star Casino

Final record: 34-32-6

Notes:

1. born April 5, 1906 or 1907 in New York City (date disputed)

2. died January 16, 1964

3. claimed fight early in career vs. Scotty Horsburg but no evidence in Ansonia papers

4. also claimed fights vs. Terry Roth, Jackie Cohen, George Nickfor, and 

   Joey Ross (2 draws),   but do not think any of these occurred
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Jeffries Retains His Title Stopping Munroe in Two Rounds 
August 28, 1904, Record Searchlight, Redding, Calif. 
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San Francisco Examiner, August 28, 1904 
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Battling Jim Johnson vs Joe Jeannette, NYT July 16, 1914 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atlanta Constitution reported a win for Jeannette, after 

he was given three minutes to recover from a low blow in 

the first round, Trenton Evening Times felt the blow in 

the first round wasn't a foul at all, but a blow to the pit of 

the stomach, and that in fact Johnson beat Jeannette 

twice that evening, once by knockout, the other time on 

points. The NY Evening World and New York Tribune 

both scored it as a win for Jeannette. According to the NY 

Evening World the foul was clearly seen by patrons seated 

on that side of the ring. 
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New York Times, July 12, 1914 
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OUTRAGEOUS, SAYS ROCAP 
Award to Carpentier Not Deserved 
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GOLDSTEIN RETAINS TITLE, BEATS LEDOUX 
New York Times, July 17, 1924 
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NYT August 16, 1924 
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 STRIBLING DRAWS WITH BERLENBACH  
New York Times, August 28, 1924 

The 19-year-old Stribling 
entered the fight with an 
amazing record of 83-5 13.  
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80,000 SEE WILLS OUTBOX FIRPO OVER TWELVE ROUNDS 
September 12, 1924 
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NYT September 18, 1924 
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New York Times 

 September 24, 1924 and 

September 25, 1924 

 89



 

NYT July 12, 1934 
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New York Times 

Risko-Loughran, 8/2/1934 
Dundee-Brescia, 8/18/1934 
DeGrasse-Britt, 8/24/1934 
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Arizmendi Over Belloise 
NYT August 3, 1934 

 92



 

 93



 

 94



 

New York Times 

September 18, 1934 
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NYT, 9/23, 1934 

NYT, 9/27, 1934 
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New York Times, August 5, 1944 
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Associated Press August 7, 1944 
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DeMarco Beats Araujo by Fifth Round TKO 

Boston Daily Record 

July 13, 1954 
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NYT JULY 13, 1954 

NYT JULY 20, 1954 

Chris Christensen 

 101



 

NEW YORK TIMES 

August 3, 1954 

August 19, 1954 

Patterson sends Harrison to canvas 
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New York Times, August 12, 1954 
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NYT, September 20, 1954 

NYT, September 26, 1954 
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NYT 8/15/1964 
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FINAL BELL 
 

Nojim Maiyegun – The 1964 Bronze Medal winner representing Nigeria as a Light Middleweight at the 
Summer Olympics in Tokyo, Japan, died August 26, 2024, at age 83. Boxing News 12 October 1973, 
p16-17, states that he turned professional in 1969 in Nigeria and had 15 wins before fighting in Europe. 
His BoxRec record from 1971 to 1973 is 12-4-0 (KO 10). Known as Omo Oloja, he was born in Lagos, 
Nigeria, on February 17, 1941, and fought out of Vienna, Austria, and defeated Denny Moyer, Gerard 
Cola, Frank Young, Lionel Cuypers, Dante Lazzari, and Nicola Menchi, split two fights with Jose 
Hernandez, and lost decisions to Jorge Fernandez, Domenico Tiberia, and Joop Kruis. BoxRec 

 
Primo Zamparini – The Italian bantamweight from Genoa, Liguria, Italy, who won a silver medal at the 
1960 Olympics, died August 21, 2024, from the consequences of a fall at the age of 85. After winning a 
bronze at the 1961 European Amateur Boxing Championships in Belgrade, he turned professional and 
had a record of 16-6-6 (KO 7/KO by 2). Zamparini was born in Fabriano, Marche, Italy on February 9, 
1939, and was nicknamed “macchina di pugni” (punching machine). He retired in 1966. After his 
retirement, he founded the amateur club Pugilistica Fabrianese, where he also served as a coach. During 
his career, he defeated Alfonso Carbaijo, Christian Marchand, John Claude Leroy, and Jose Luis 
Martinez, lost to Ollie Taylor, Alessandro Schiavetta, and Billy Miles, and drew with Alberto Seri and 
Federico Scarponi. BoxRec 
 
Harvey Lammers - The 1952 New Bedford, Massachusetts and New England Boxing Tournament of 
Champions - 160-pound Champion died August 9, 2024, at age 93. In his last amateur bout, he lost a 
decision to Floyd Patterson at the 1952 National AAU 165-pound Tournament in Boston in the 
quarterfinals. He was born Harvey Boardley Lammers in New Bedford, Massachusetts, on March 3, 
1931and fought professionally from 1952 to 1959, compiling a record of 5-9-4 (KO 1/KO by 3). As a 
professional, he engaged Eddie Andrews, Willie Greene, Ray Drayton, Arthur Turner, Eddie Dixon, Dick 
D’Orsi, and Sonny Williams. BoxRec 
 
Dick French – The former New England Welterweight Champion from Providence, Rhode Island, who 
was active from 1962 to 1970, passed away on August 8, 2024, at the age of 84. He was born Richard 
J. French, Sr., in Moosup, Connecticut, on October 29, 1939, and had a record of 42-22-3 (17 wins by 
knockout, 9 losses by knockout). French held the New England Welterweight title from March 18, 1963, 
to March 27, 1965. Notably, he split two fights with Billy Backus (winning by unanimous decision in 8 
rounds and losing by TKO in 6 rounds). French also had victories over Eddie Spence, Paul Christie, Dick 
Knight, Grey Gavin, Willie James, Gene Herrick, Tyrone Gardner, Johnny Torres, and Al Durate. He 
suffered defeats against Len Matthews, Ted Whitfield, Donato Paduano, Miguel Barreto, Lloyd Marshall, 
Joey Durelle, Brad Silas, Billy Lonergan, and Manny Burgo. He also had a draw with Len 
Sparks. BoxRec 
 
Young Sekona - The Auckland, New Zealand heavyweight, active from 1971 to 1983, died July 30, 
2024, at age 72. He was born Fonomanu Sekona in Tonga on February 5, 1952, and compiled a record 
of 26-6-0 (KO 14/KO by 5). He held the South Seas Heavyweight Title (1973), (1974), and (1981) and 
the New Zealand Professional Boxing Association (NZPBA) heavyweight title (1982). He engaged Bunny 
Johnson, Eddie Jones, Larry Frazier, Tony Moore, and Steve Aczel during his career. BoxRec 
 
Constantin Gruiescu - The four-time Romanian National Amateur Flyweight Champion died July 22, 
2024, at age 79. He was born on June 24, 1945, and competed at the 1972 and 1976 Summer Olympics. 
He won the Romanian National Amateur Boxing Championships as a flyweight in 1967, 1968, 1970, and 
1971 and the European Amateur Flyweight Championship in 1973. BoxRec 
 
Michael Kenny – Kenny, who won Commonwealth Games boxing gold in 1990 and lost just once in 
New Zealand, died July 17, 2024, at age 60. He was born Michael Vincent Noel James Kenny in Lower 
Hutt, New Zealand, on June 19, 1964. The son of revered coach Chris Kenny, he boxed at the 1984 Los 
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Angeles Olympics, where he exited in the second round, then shot to Kiwi sporting fame at the Auckland 
Commonwealth Games six years later. Fighting in the super heavyweight division, Kenny beat towering 
Ghanaian Liadi Alhassan in the final to be one of 17 New Zealand gold medalists at the 1990 Games. 
Kenny was renowned as technically one of the country’s best boxers. He was a six-time national 
champion and four-time Oceania champion, and records show he only lost one bout in New Zealand—
to Jimmy Peau. “Mike was good, and anybody will tell you that. He was a good athlete, and it was difficult 
to find him bouts,” father Chris said in 2011 after Kenny Sr was made an Officer of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit for services to boxing.  The New Zealand Post  
 
Maxie Trero – The Houston, Texas Lightweight, active from 1953 to 1962, died July 15, 2024, at age 
91. He was born Malcolm Eugene Trero in Birmingham, Alabama, on November 12, 1932, and compiled 
a record of 18-9-3 (KO 8/KO by 3).  BoxRec 
 
Anthony Burgin—The Philadelphia, Pennsylvania lightweight, active from 2012 to 2017, died on July 
13, 2024, at age 32, following a motorcycle accident. He was born Anthony Burgin in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, on April 7, 1992. As an amateur, he was a USA Junior Olympic National Champion. As a 
professional, he compiled a record of 10-4-0 (KO 2/KO by 1).  BoxRec 
 
Charles Britt – The Syracuse, New York welterweight, active from 1981 to 1983, died on July 10, 2024, 
at age 70. He was born in Buffalo, New York, on December 12, 1953, and compiled a record of 3-1-1 
(KO 3/KO by 1). BoxRec    
 
Janos Petrovics – The Hungarian Super Middleweight, 53, died on July 8, 2024, in an accident at a 
building site where a wall fell over him. Petrovics was born in Dombóvár, Hungary, on August 9, 1971, 
and represented Hungary in the 1992 Olympics. He fought around 300 fights as an amateur at lightweight 
and light welterweight and was active from 1997 to 2018. BoxRec lists his record as 25-94-2 (KO 12/KO 
By 27). BoxRec 
 
Wallace Boodhoo – The London, United Kingdom featherweight, active in 1957, died July 7, 2024, at 
age 93. He was born Wallace Compton Boodhoo in Guyana on November 10, 1930, and compiled a 
record of 2-4-1 (KO 1/KO by 3). BoxRec  
 
Steffen Tangstad - The Norwegian media has reported that Steffen Tangstad, former two-time EBU 
heavyweight champion and world title challenger, passed away on June 26, 2024, at 65. Steffen was 
born in Toensber, Norway, on June 22, 1959, and was active from 1980 to 1986. Tangstad had for a 
long time been suffering from a nerve disease and lost power in both arms and legs – and in 2019, he 
had his left leg amputated. Steffen Tangstad became Norwegian champion six times as an amateur and 
then turned pro. As professional boxing became prohibited in Norway in 1981, Steffen traveled to 
America, and – with Chicago as a base – he built up a 16-0-2 record, mainly against soft touches. Still, 
the record includes a draw against James “Buster” Douglas. But it was in Denmark and with promoter 
Mogens Palle that Steffen got his big break, and he won the European heavyweight title on a fantastic 
night at the KB-Hall in Copenhagen in the fall of 1984 with a points win over Frenchman Lucian 
Rodriguez. Tangstad then lost the title to Swede Anders Eklund after a bad performance but bounced 
back with a close win over John Westgarth in 1986 and became European champ a second time and 
that led to a showdown against world champ Michael Spinks, who stopped the challenger in the fourth 
round. Tangstad was by then 24-2-2 (KO 14/KO by 2) and never officially retired. He was named the 
official challenger for the EBU title almost two years after the Spinks fight, but he settled for a career as 
a commentator. He later also became a promoter and manager but eventually left boxing. BoxRec.  
  
Lemuel Silisia – The Solomon Islands welterweight who resided in Tamworth, New South Wales, 
Australia, died in hospital from head injuries on July 10, 2024, days after competing in an eight-round 
professional bout in regional New South Wales. Silisia, a Solomon Islander who lived and worked in 
Australia, was competing in the World Boxing Foundation Australasian Super Lightweight Title fight in 
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Tamworth. Silesia knocked down his opponent, Adam Flood, in the third round but lost the contest on 
points in a fight that onlookers described as “tough and clean.” After the fight, he answered questions 
from the media, spoke to supporters in the crowd, and posed for photos with them. Police say the 27-
year-old was taken to hospital in Newcastle on Sunday, July 7, but died from head injuries resulting from 
the bout. His career record is 3-1-0 (KO 3).  ABC.Net.AU/News/BoxRec 
 
Johnny Cooke - Merseyside Boxing announced the passing of one of the city's most respected and 
influential figures, former British and Empire Champion Johnny Cooke, who succumbed to pneumonia 
on Saturday, June 30, 2024 – but not without a typically fierce fight. He was 89. Cooke was active from 
1960 to 1971 and compiled a record of 52-34-7 (KO 5/KO by 8). During his career, he engaged Brian 
Curvis, Carmello Bossi, Paul Armstead, Dave Coventry, Brian McCaffrey, Jim ‘Spike’ McCormick, Willie 
Ludick, Joe Shaw, Wally Swift, Roger Menetrey, Lennox Beckles, Maurice Cullen, Sammy McSpadden, 
Ralph Charles, Donato Paduano, Marcel Cerdan, Jr., Bo Hogberg, Boswell St Louis, and Vic Andretti. 
Liverpool Echo/ BoxRec 
 
Valentin Lopez – The Ciudad Obregon, Sonora, Mexico featherweight active from 1994 to 2015, died 
June 25, 2024, at age 49. He was born Valentin Lopez Sanchez on February 21, 1975, and compiled a 
record of 25-6-0 (KO 13/KO by 6). BoxRec 
 
Charley Polite – The Springfield, Massachusetts heavyweight, active from 1964 to 1979, died June 17, 
2024, at age 79. He was born Charles Polite in Garnett, South Carolina, on October 4, 1944, and 
compiled a record of 17-39-4 (KO 6/KO by 17). During his career, he engaged Joe Frasier, Bob Foster, 
George Foreman, Floyd Patterson, Buster Mathis, Cleveland Williams, Earnie Shavers, Jose Roman, 
Dante Cane, Jack O’Halloran, Joe Bugner, Gerry Cooney, Eddie Owens, Dave Zyglewicz, Al Jones, Jose 
Luis Garcia, Roberto Davila, Chuck Wepner, Alberto Lovell, Pedro Agosto, John Dino Denis, Jeff Merritt, 
and Ron Stander. BoxRec 
 
Enrique Pinder – The former world bantamweight champion known as “Maravilla,” active from 1966 to 
1973, died on June 15, 2024, in Panama City at 76. He had suffered from heart problems in recent years. 
He was born in Panama City, Panama, on August 7, 1947, and compiled a record of 35-7-2 (KO 13/KO 
by 6). On July 29, 1972, Pinder defeated world champion Rafael Herrera in Panama City by a 15-round 
unanimous decision to win the world title. He lost the title to Romeo Anaya in Panama City by third-round 
kayo on January 20, 1973. He engaged Anaya in a rematch at the Forum in Inglewood, California, on 
August 18, 1973, again losing by a third-round knockout. He retired on November 22, 1973, after losing 
a unanimous decision to Francisco Villegas in San Juan, Puerto Rico. During his career, he also defeated 
Chucho Castillo, Eugenio Hurtado, Cammy Beto, Davey Vasquez, Heleno Ferreira, and Nestor Jimenez. 
BoxRec 
 
Manny Barrios – The former fourth-ranking world bantamweight contender from Ciudad Juarez, 
Chihuahua, Mexico, active from 1958 to 1969, passed away on June 13, 2024, at the age of 84. Born 
Manuel Barrios in Victoria de Durango, Durango, Mexico, on November 17, 1939, Manny was first rated 
by Ring Magazine in July 1963 and last rated in April 1966. During his career, he defeated Jose Medel 
in a trilogy (1-1-1), Modesto Torres, Ray Asis, Rudy Corona, Vicente Garcia, Mario Diaz, Jesus 
Hernandez, Rafael Mota, Evaristo Salinas, Cain Rogero, and Jorge Gonzalez. He drew with Felix Said 
Brami, Edmundo Esparza, Manny Linson, and lost to Waldemiro Pinto, Manny Elias, Jerry Stokes, and 
Dwight Hawkins. He retired with a record of 35-8-5 (KO 7/KO by 1). BoxRec 
 
Eddie Caminero—The Lawrence, Massachusetts middleweight, who was active from 2007 to 2015, died 
June 13, 2024, at age 44. He was born on November 8, 1979, and compiled a record of 7-9-0 (KO 7/KO 
by 7). He engaged Joe Smith, Jr (W TKO), Chris Traietti (W TKO), Badou Jack (L TKO), Johnathan 
Nelson (L PTS), Patrick Majewski (L TKO), Denis Grachev (L TKO), Joe McCreedy (L TKO), Dennis 
Hasson (L TKO), Russell Lamour (L PTS), and Jimmy Williams (L TKO). BoxRec 
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Dave Ould – The 84-year-old heavyweight from Bermondsey, London, U.K., active from 1960 to 1968, 
passed away in early June 2024. David Ould was born in Lambeth, London, U.K., on May 19, 1940, and 
compiled a record of 22-11-0 (KO 4/KO by 2). Nine of his losses, two by kayo, occurred in his last eleven 
fights. Ould’s twin brother Johnny, who competed at light-heavy in the 1960 Olympics in Rome, died in 
June 2014. Dave was also close to fighting in Italy in the heavyweight class – only missing out after he 
lost on points to Dave Thomas, who captained England’s boxing team. Both were highly respected 
fighters, and former British heavyweight champion Henry Cooper always talked about wanting to have 
“his old mates” – aged 17 at the time – to provide him with quality sparring. The Oulds represented Fisher 
Amateur Boxing Club, founded in 1908 and now based in Coxson Place, Druid Street. During his career, 
he won the British South Area Heavyweight title and engaged fighters like Jack Bodell, Carl Gizzi, 
Giuseppe Ros, Ray Shiel, Ron Gray, Tommy Leroy, and Hans Jorgen Jacobsen.  BoxRec 
 
Francisco Coronado – The former Managua, Nicaragua featherweight contender, active from 1967 to 
1977, died May 28, 2024, at age 77. He was born Francisco Salinas Arrieta in Nicaragua on October 10, 
1946, and compiled a record of 20-10-0 (KO 14/KO by 2). He defeated Alfonso Perez, Jose Torres, and 
Santos Luis Rivera and engaged Rafael Ortega, Antonio Amaya, Leo Campbell, Camy Beto, Raimundo 
Dias, Emiliano Villa, and Armando Perez.  BoxRec 
 
Mickey Rosati - The Philadelphia, Pennsylvania featherweight active from 1954 to 1955, died May 22, 
2024, at age 91. He was born Michael Rosati on February 28, 1933, and compiled a record of 11-1-1 
(KO 3/KO BY 1). As an amateur, he won the 1953 Middle Atlantic 132-pound Open Class 
Championship. BoxRec 
 
Jasmine Clarkson – The Cedar Hill, Texas, female lightweight, active from 2014 to 2021, died May 14, 
2024, at age 29. She was born Jasmine Samantha Clarkson in South Haven, Michigan, on March 16, 
1995, and compiled a record of 4-14-0 (KO 0/KO by 2). BoxRec  
  
Leon Shaw – The Jacksonville, Florida heavyweight, active from 1965 to 1981, died May 8, 2024, at 75. 
Leon Kenneth Shaw was born in Jacksonville, Florida, on August 11, 1948, and compiled a record of 23-
16-1 (KO 10/KO by 9). Nicknamed the “Shadow,” he resembled former football star turned-actor Jim 
Brown. He defeated Paul Kasper, Larry Renaud, Jody Ballard, Carl Baker, and John Baca during his 
career. He also engaged Larry Holmes, John Tate, Earnie Shavers, Jimmy Abbott, Jeff Sims, Johnny 
Boudreaux, Bobby Lloyd, and Joe Gholston.  BoxRec 
 
Bud Becker – The Wilmington, Delaware middleweight, active from 1979 to 1983, died on April 8, 2024, 
at age 71. He was born Richard Oscar Becker in Middletown, Delaware, on July 4, 1952, and compiled 
a record of 3-4-1 (KO 1/KO by 2). BoxRec  
 
Gerald Bois – The Vivier-au-court, Ardennes, France Light heavyweight active from 1975 to 1979, died 
April 1, 2014, at 70. He was born in the same city on May 4, 1953, and compiled a record of 20-4-1 (KO 
11/KO by 3). During his career, he engaged fighters such as Robert Amory, Chrisitan Poncelet, and Rab 
Affleck. BoxRec 
 
Moises ‘Taz’ Calleros – The Mexican flyweight from Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico Calleros passed 
away unexpectedly on March 1, 2024, at the age of 34. He was found dead by his wife. He was born 
Moises Calleros Garcia in Monclova, Coahuila de Zaragoza, Mexico, on May 14, 1989, and was active 
from 2008 to 2023, compiling a record of 37-11-1 (KO 20/KO by 5). In early June, UK Anti-Doping 
appeared not to be aware of his passing when they handed him a four-year drug ban for testing positive 
for cocaine following his defeat to Britain’s Galal Yafai in April 2023. (Multiple media sources, June 
2024) BoxRec 
 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE! 
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